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AÜTHOR'S DECLARATÍON. 



AS there are fome people \^ho cannot read 
without making ap]3lications of the vicious- 
and ludicrous charaders tbey meet with iu 
works of this kind; I ciclare to thefe raifchievoiis 
readers that théy will be to blame, if they apply 
any of the pidures drawn in this book, I pub- 
licly own, that my purpofe is to reprefent liíe u4 
we find it : but God.forbid that 1 íhould uader- 
take to delinéate any man in particular í Let no 
reader, therefore, aflame to hiaifelf that wliicli 
properly beiongs to oftiers, left, as> Phaedrus ob- 
ferves, he niake an unlucky diicovery of his ovva 
charader. Stuke nudubit anirni conjcienúatiu 
There are phyficians in Cuílile, as well as iu 
Frande, wlioie pradice coniiils in evacuating 
their patients a little too much ; and tlie l'^mc 
'vices and peculiaiities of difpolition are to b^j 
feen every where. I confefs that 1 have not al- 
ways exadly obferved the manneis of the Spani- 
ards ; and thofe who are acquainted with the dif- 
orderly lives of the playeis at Madiid, may re- 



proach me wlth baving defcribed their irregu'a- 
rities with too tnuch tendernefs : but I thought 
it was necelTary to foften them a little, that they 
inight be the more conformable to the manners 
of our own country. 
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GIL BLAS 



TO THE 



R E A D E R. 



GENTLE READER, 

BEFORE thou heareft the hiílory of my Hfe# 
give me leave to entertain thee with a üiort 
ñory» 

Two fcholars, in their w^ from Pennafiel ta 
Salamanca, bemg thirfty and fatigued, fat down 
by a fpring they met with on the road. Thef e¿ 
whüe they reñed themfelvés, after having 
quenched their thirll, they perceived by acci- 
dént, upon a ftone that was even with tlio íur- 
face of the earth, fome letters, ah'cady ha!f efia- 
ced by time, and the feet of flocks that carne to 
water at the fountain : having waflied it, they 
read thefe words in the Caftihan tcfngue : JÍqui eji 
a encerrad u el alma del Licenciado Pedro Gardas. 
** Here is interred the foul of the licentiate Peter 
Garcias," — The younger of the two ftudents, be- 
ing a pert coxconib, no fooner read this infcrip- 
tion, than he cried with a loud laugh, ** A good 
joke, i'fdith 1 Here is interred .the foul — a foul in- 
terred I — Who the d^vil could be the author of 
fuch a wife epitaph !'* — So faying, he got up and 
went away ; while his companion, who was blef- 
fed with a greater íliare of penetration, faid to 
himfc^if, — " Thcre is^certainly fome myílery in 
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this afFair: TU ftay in order to unriddle ¡t." Ac- 
cordingly, his conirade was no fooner out. of 
fight, than he began to dig with his knife all a- 
round the ftone ; and fucceeded fo well that he 
got it up, and found beneath it a leathern purfe, 
crntaining an hundred dúcats, and a card, cu 
which was written the following fentence in La- 
tín, " Whofoever thou art who haft wit enough 
to difcQver the meaning of the infcription, inhe- 
rit my money, and make a better ufe of it than I 
bave done." The fcholar, rejoicing at his good 
fortune, placed the ftone in its former fituation, 
and walked borne to Salamanca with the foiu of 
the licentiate. 

Of what complexión foever thou mayeíl b^, 
friendly reader, thou wilt certainly refemble one 
of thofe two fcholars : for, if thou perufeft my 
adventures without perceiving tbé moral inftruc- 
tions they contain, thou wih reap no harveñ: from 
thy labour ; but if thou readefl: with attention, 
thon wilt find in them, according to the precept 
of Horacej profit mingled with pleafure. 



^ 
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BOOK I. 



CHAP. L 

Oftbe birtb and education ofGil Blas. 

MY father, Blas of Santillane, after haviiig 
carried arms many years for the fervice of 
the Spaniíh nionarchy, retired to the town in 
which he was born, ^vhere he chofe a wifc among 
the fecond-rate citizens, who tho' íhe was no 
'chicken, brought me into the woiid ten nionths 
after her márriage. — They afterwards removed 
to Oviedo, wHere my mother became a Vv^airing 
"woman, and my father Squire * to a lady : and 
as they had nothing but their wages to depend 
upen, I íhould have rün the hazard of being ve- 
ry poorly educated, had It not been my good for- 
VoL. I. B tune 

* Squire, or-gentleman uíher, in Spaniíli Efcudcto, is a 
perfon that waits on a lady. Foimerly, decayed gentlcmeri 
were entertaincd by the nobility for this purpoíc, They 
took their appellation from thofe cminent fquires whofe of- 
fice was to carry the üúeld (in Spain^ calied £fcudo) ó£ 
their maílejí^. l 
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tune to have a canon for my únele, whofe naixie 
was Gil Pérez. He was my mother's eldeft bro- 
ther as well as my godfather ; a little man, threc 
feet and an half high, exceífive fat, with his head 
funk betwcen his íhoulders ; otherwife an honeíl 
prieft, whofe chief care was to live well, that is, 
to make good cheer ; and his living, which was 
no lean one, furniflied him with the means. 

He carried me home to his houfe while an in- 
fant, taking charge of my education ; and I ap- 
peared fo fprightly, that he refolved to cultívate 
my genius. With this view he bought for me 
an hom-book, and undertook (himfelf) to learn 
me to read; h taík no lefs ufeful to him than to 
me : for in teaching me my letters, he had re- 
courfe to his reading, which he had always ne- 
gleded too much ; and, by dint of application, 
cnábled himfelf to read his breviary withóut he- 
fitation ; a qualification he had never bcenpof- 
feíTed of before. — He had all the inclination in 
the world to* inftruct me in the Latin tongue al- 
fo, becaufe it would have been fo much money 
favedto him: but alas, poor Gil Pérez; he had 
never in his life underílood the rudiments of 
that langULige, and was perhaps (but this I do 
' not vouch íbr a certainty) the moíl illiterate 
<:anon of the whole chapter. — I have been told, 
índeed, that he had not obtained his.benefice 
by his erudition; but owed it entirely to the 
gratitude of fome pious nuns, for whoipi he had 
aAed the part of a zealous commiílioner, and by 
whofe inñuence the order of prietthood had been 
conferred upon him without examination. 

He was therefore obli^ed to fubjeél me to the 
birch of a fchool-mafter, and accordingly feíit 
me to the houfe of dodor Godinz, who was 
rcckoned' the moíl expert flogger in Oviedo, 

I improved 
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GIL BLAS. 3 

I improved fo well under his inftniélions, that 
in fivc or fix years I underílood a little Greek, 
was a pretty good Latin fcholar; and applying 
myfelf alfo to logic, began to argüe apace, I 
was fo much in love with difpute, that I ftoppedr 
paíTengers, known or unknown, and propofcd 
arguments to them; and fometimes meeting 
with Hibemian geniufes, who were very glad 
of the occafion, it was a good jeíl to fee us dif- 
pute i by our extravagant geftures, grimace^ 
contortions, our eyes full of fury, and our 
mouths full of foaní, one would have taken us for 
bedlamites rather than philofophers. 

By thefc means, however, I acquired the re- 
putation of a great. fcholar in town; a circum- 
ftance that pleafed my únele extremely , as he 
forefaw that I íhould not be much longer an ex- 
pence to him. — " Harkée, Gil Blas, (faid he to 
me one day) thou art no lónger a child, and it is 
high time for a briík lad of fe venteen, like thee, 
tp püíh thy fortune in the world : I am determi- 
ned to fend thee to Salamanca, where, with fuch 
genius and learning, thou canil not fail of ob- 
taining fome good poft : thou íhalt have fome 
ducats in thy pocket to bear thy cxpences on the 
road ; and Iwill give thee my own mulé, which, 
thou mayeft fell at Salamancí^ for ten or twelve 
piftoles, and live upon the money until thou íhalt 
be fettléd to thy fatisfadion." 

He could not have propofed any thing more 
agreeabie to me, for I paífionately longed to fee 
the world : neverthelefs, i had difcretion enough 
to conceal my joy ; and when the. time cf my 
departure arrived, affeaing the moft lively for- 
row at leaving an únele, to whom I owed fo ma- 
ny obligations, the honeíl man was melted, and 
gave me more money than he woidd have done, 
B 2 cop' 
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could he ha ve feen to the bottom of my heart. — 
Before I fet out, I went to take leave of ray fa- 
ther and mother, who enriched me with«advice, 
cxhorted me to pray to Qod for my unde, to live 
inoffenfívely, to efchew evil, and by all means to 

refrain from ftealing. After they had held 

forth a good while, they made me a prefent of 
their bleíTmg, which was all I expeded from 
them ; and 1, mounted my mulé, bade adieu to 
Oviedo. 



CHAP. 11. 

Ofbis heing grkvoujly alarmed in bis way to Penr 
nnftor : Ofbis, condu6l in tbat town^ witb an ac^ 
. count of a per fon wbofupped witb bim. 

1^ EHOLD me then in the open field/clear of 
J Oviedo, on the road to Pcnnaflor, mafter of 
my ow n condud, of a forry raule, and forty gc)od 
ducats, exclufive of fome royáis which I had fto- 
len from my much honaured únele. — The firíl 
thing I did was to let ipy beaíl go at dífcretion, 
that js, very g^iiitly ; and throwiiig the bridle on 
her neck, I einptiecl my purí'e into my hat; and 
amuied myíelf in counüng my money; my jo/ 
was.cxcefiive ; and as 1 hí^d never feen fo much 
calli betítie, I handled and gazcd at it with infa- 
tiable delight.— 1 had reckonod it,perhaps twcn- 
ty tim^ oyer, wlien, all of a fuddcn, iny mulé 
raifing her head, and pricking up her ears, ñop- 
ped in the middle of the highway. Imaginmg 
líie was frighted^at fomething, 1 looked about to 
fce v*hat was the matter, and percei^ved upon the 
ground an oíd hat, turnad uj;^ with a rofary of 
great beads iiiitj at the fame time heard a la- . 
~- • mentable- 
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mentable voice pronounce thcfe words, " Mr 
Traveller, for God's fake, haye pity on a poor 
maimed íbldier; drop if you pleafe, a few bits 
into the hat, and you íhall be rewarded in hea- 
ven." — I turned my eyes immediately on the fide 
from whence the voice iffued, aiíd faw, at the 
root of a bufii, about twenty or thirty paces from 
me, a kind of a foldier, who upon two crofs fticks, 
fupported the barrel of a carbine, in my appre- 
henfion longer than a pike, with which he feem- 
ed to take aim at me : at this apparition, which 
made me quake for the church's money, I ftop- 
ped íhort, and, pocketing my ducats in a great 
hurry, took out fome riáis, approaching the hat, 
that was expofed for the reception of extorted 
. charity, and dropped them into it, one after ano- 
ther, that the beggar might fee how nobly I ufed 
hím.-^He was fatisfied with my bounty, and gave 
me a benedidbn for every kick that I beílowed 
on the fides of my mulé, in order to get out of his 
reach j but the plaguy beaft, regardlefs of my im- 
patience, moved not a ílep the fafter, having loft 
the power of galloping, by a long habit of cariy- 
ing my únele at his own leifure. 

1 did not look upon this adventure as a very 
íavourable omen for my journey ; I confidered 
that I might meet with fomething llill worfe, be- 
fore I íhould arrive at Salamanca; and could not 
help blaming my uncle's imprudence, for having 
negleded to put me under the diredion of a car* 
rier. This, to be fiure, was what he ooght to 
have done ; but he imagined that, by giving me 
his mulé, my journey wouid be the lefs expen- 
five f and he had more regard to thac confidera- 
tion, than to the dangers I might be expofed to 
on the toad. — In ojjier therefore to repair his mif- 
management, I determined (as foon as I íliould 

B. ^ arrive 



arrlve at Pennaflor) to fell the mule^ and t:ike the 
opportunity of acarrjer for Aflorga, from whence 
I could ti-anfport niyfelf to S ilamanca hy the 
fanie conven'ence; for although I had nsverbeen 
out of Oyiedo, I was not ignorant of the ñames 
of the towns through which I muft pafs, having 
informad myfelf of thefe things before 1 fet out^ 
I arrived'in fafety at Pennaflor, and halting at 
the gate of an inií that made k tolerable appear- 
ance, I nofooneralighted than thé landlord carne 
out, and received me with great civility ; hé un- 
tied my portmanteau with his own hand?/ and 
throwing it on his fhoulder, conduéted me into a 
room, while one of his fervants led my mulé into 
the ñable. This mn keeper, the greateíl talker 
of the Afturias', and as ready to relate hisown af- 
ñni^s, without being aíked, as to pry intothofc of 
another^ told me that his ñame was Andrevv Cor-^ 
cuelo ; that . he. had ferved many years in the 
king's army, in quality of a ferjeant; and had 
qnitt^d the fcrvice íifteen months ago, to many 
a damfel of Caftropol, who (though íhe was a lit-. 
tle fwarthv) knew very well how to turn the 
penny. He fpjd a thoufand other things, which 
I could have dilpenfcd w^th the hearing of ; but 
after having made me his confident, he thought 
he had a right to exacl the fam,e conJefceníioa 
from roe; and accordingly alked whence 1 carne? 
w^hither I was going ? and what I wás ? — 1 was o- 
bligcd to aníw^ ra ticle by article, beca ufe he ac- 
companied tvery, queñion with a proíbund bow, 
and begged me to excufe his Cliriofity with fucli a 
rcfpcclful air, that I could not refufe to fatisfy 
him in every pardcularJ — This engaged me in a 
long converfation with him, and gave me occa- 
fion to mention niy deíígn, and the reafons 1 had 
for difpofing of my mulé, that 1 might take thé 

* . opportuirity 
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Ópportiinity of a carrier. — He approved of my 
intention, tho' not in a very fuccind manner; 
fer he reprefented ali troublcfome acciclents rhdt 
might befall me on ihe road, he recounted tpany- 
clifiiial ítorics of travellers, and I was* afraid he 
would never have done : he concltided at length 
however, teUing rae, that ¡f I had a mind .to lell 
niy mulé, he was acquainted with a very honell 

jockey, who would bny her. I aflured him he 
would oblige me in fending for him ; upon which 
he W2nt iri queft of him imniediatsly, with great 
eag?rnefs.-.--It was noí long before he return^d 
with his man, whom he introduCed^ to me as a 
perfon of exceeding honevly, and we went inta 
the yard all together, where my mide was pro- 
duced, and pafíod and repaíTcd before the jockey, 
who examined her from head to foot, and/did not 

^failto fpeak very difadv^antageoufly of her. I 
own there was not much tobe faid in her praife; 
but, however, had it been the pope's mulé, he 
would have found fome defeds in her. He af- 
fured me, that ílie had all the faults a mulé could . 
llave ; and, to convince me of his veracity, ap^ 
péaled to the landlord, who, doubtiefs, had his. 

veafms for fupporting his friend's aflertions. 

" Well, (faid this dealer, with an air of iniifí'e- 
rence) how much money do you expcd for this 
wretched animal?" After tlie eulogium he had 
beítowed on her, and the atteítation of Sigiiior 

' Corcuelo, whom4 beheved to be a man oVho- 
neily .and underftanding, I would have given my 
mulé for nothing; «and therefore told him I would 
rely on his integrity; biddíng him app'aife the 
beaii in his own confcience, and 1 wouid íland to 
the valuation. Upon this he afllimed the man 
of honour, andreplied, that m engag'.ng his con- 
fcience 1 took him on the weak iidj: in gool 

fc>^ ' 
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footli, that did not feem to be hís llrong fide : for 
inftead of valuing her at ten or twelve piftoles, 
as niy únele had done, he fixed the price at three 
ducats, which I accepted \^ñth as much joy as if 
1 had made an excellent bargain. 

After ha^'ing fo advantageouQy difpofed of ray 
mulé, the landlord conduded me to a carrier, 
who was to fet out the next day for Aftorga, 
l*his muleteer let me know, that he would de- 
part before day-break, and promifed to wake me 
in time, after vve had agreed upon the price, as 
well for the hire of a mulé as for my board on the 
road ; and when every thing was fettled betweea 
US, I returned to the inn with Corcuclo, who, by 
the way, began to recount the carrier's hiftory ; 
lie told me every circumftance of his charaéler in 
town, and, in Ihort, was going to ftupify me a- 
gain with his intolerable loquacity ; when luck- 
ily for me, a man of a pretty goed appearance 
prcvented my misfortune, by accofting him with 
great cívility. I left them together, and went 
on, without fufpeéling that 1 had the leaíl con- 
cern in their converfation. — 

When I arrived at the inn I called for fupper^ 
and, it being a meagre day, was famt to put up 
with eggs ; whicb, while they got ready, I made 
up to my landlady, whom I had not feen before ; 
file appeared handfome enough, and withal fo 
fprightly and gay, that I íhould have goncluded 
(even if her huíband had not told me fo) that 
her houfc was pretty wqJI frequented. When 
the amlet I had befpoke was ready, I fat dbwn to 
table myfelf ; and had not yet fwallowed the firíl 
morfel when the landlord came in, foUowed by 
the man who had ílopped him in the ftreet. This 
eavalier, who wore a long fword, and feemed to- 
b^ ahout thirty years of age, advanced towards 

me 
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mfe with an eager air, faving, *' Mr Student, I am 
informcd that you are that Signior Gil Bh;s of 
Santillane, whq is the link of philofophy, and or- 
nament of Oviedo I Is it poffible that you are 
that mirror of learning, that fublime genius, 
wHofe reputation is fo great in this country ? A''ou 
know not, (continued he, addreíling hirUfélf to 
the irmkeeper and his wife) you know not what 
you poflefs ! You have a treafure in your houfe, 
Beliold, iñ thís young gentlcman, the eighth 
'wonder of the ;world I" Then turning to me, and 
throwing his arms about my neck, " Forgive 
(criedhe)my tranfports! I cannot contain the 
joy that your prefence creates ¡"^ 

I could not anfwer for fome time, becaufe he 
locked me fo clofe in his arms, that I was almoíl 
fuffocated for want of breath ; and it was not till 
I had difengaged my head from his embrace, 
that I replied, " Signior Cavalier, I did not think 
my ñame was known at Pennaflor." — " How ! 
known! (refumed he in bis former ílrain) we 
keep a regifter of all the celebrated ñames with- 
in twcnty leagues of us : — You in particular are 
looked up.:)n as a prodigy, and 1 donta:t all Joubt 
that Spain will one day be as proud of yon, as 
Greece was of her feven fages." Thefe words 
were fojlowed by a freíh hug, which 1 was en- 
forced to endure, though at the riík of ílraiiguhi- 
tion. With the littlc experience 1 had, 1 uught 
not to have Leen the dupe oí his profc:ílioa.s and 
hyperbolícal conipliments.- 1 oiight to have 
known, by his extravagant ilattery, that he was 
ene of thofe parufites wiiich abütiud in evcry 
town, and who¿ when a ílranger anives, intro- 
duce themfeives to lüm, in order to tul tLeir h:U 
hes at his expc^nce; but my y^uth and viinity 
made me judge quite otlierwifc : my aduiirer ap- 
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pcared to me fo -luch of a ge: tkmnn. that I in- 
vited him to take a íhare of my f^:. r. *' Ah! 
with all my foul, (cried he) 1 a • . .luich obli- 
ged to my kind ñars for having * . n rae in the 
way of tbe Illuflrious Gil Blas, r •: to enjoy my 
good fortune as long as I can ! x híive no great 
appeükp, (purfued he) but I wi]* fit down to bear 
you cflnpany, and eat a mouthful, purely out of 
complaifance." 

So faying, my panegyrift took his place right 
over againft me, and, a coverbeing laid for him, 
att'dcked the amlet as Voracioufly as if he had 
fañed three whole days: by his complaifant be- 
ginning 1 forefaw that our diíh wouid not laft 
long, and therefore ordered a fecond ; which they 
drefled with fuch difpatch, that it was ferved juft 
as we--or rather he— had made an end of the firft- 
— -Heproceeded on this with the fame vigour, and 
foundmeans, withoutlofingoneílroke ofhisteeth, 
to overwhelm me with praifes during the whole 
repaft, which máde me very well pleafed with 
my fweet fclf. — ^He drank iñ proportion to his 
eating; fometimes to my health, fometimes to 
that of my father and mother, whofe happinefs 
in having fuch a fon as me he could not enough 
admire. — In the mean time, he plied me with 
wine, and iníifted upon my doing him juftice, 
while I toafted health for health ; a circumftance 
which, together with his intoxicating flattery, put 
me into fuch good humour, that íeeing our fe- 
cond amlet half devoured, I afked the landlofd 
if he had no fiíh ih the houíe. Signior Corcuelo, 
who, in all likelihood, had a fellow-feeling with 
the parante, replied, •' I have a delicate trout, but 
thoíe who e^t it muft pay for the fauce : — 'tif 

a bit too dainty for your palate, 1 doubt." 

•' What do you cali too dainty ? (faid the. fyco- 

phant 
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phant, raifing his voice) you're a wifeacre, in- 
deed ! know that there is nothing in this houfe 
too good for Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, who 
deferyes to be entertained like a princel" 

I was pleafed at his laying hold of the land- 
lord's laft words, in which he prevented nje, who 
finding myfelf ofFended, faid with an air of dif- 
dain, " Produce this trout of yours, gaffer Cor- 
cuelo, and give yourfelf no trouble about the 
confequence." -/This was what the innkeeper 
wanted: he got it ready, and ferved it up in a 
trice. At fight of this new diíh, I could perceive 
the páranteos eyes fparkle with joy; and he re- 
newed that complaifance— I mean for the fiíh — 
which he hád already íhewn for the eggs, At 
lall, hoiyever, he was obliged to give out, for fear 
of accident, being cramm'd to the very throat : 
having therefore eaten and drank his bellyful, 
he though proper to conclude the farce by rifing 
from table, and accofting me in thefe words, 
^* Signior Gil Blas, I am too well fatisfied with 
your good cheer to lea ve you, without offering an 
important advice, which you feem to have great 
occafion for : henceforth beware of praife, and be 
upon your guard againft every body you do not 
know. You may meet with other people incli- 
ed to divert themfelves with your credulity, and 
perhaps to pufli things ftill farther ; but don't be 
duped again> ñor believe yourfelf (though they 
Ihould fwear it) the eighth wonder of the world.** 
—So faying, he laughed in my face, and ftalked 
away. I was as much aíFedted by this bite as I 
haye fince been by misfortunes of far greater con- 
fequence. I covdd not forgive myfelf for having 
been fo grofsly impofed upon; or rather I was 
fliock'd to find my pride fo humbled; " Howl 
(faid I to myfelf) has thetraitor then made ajeíl ' 

's- of 
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of me? His defign in accoíling my landlord in 
the ftreet was only to pump him ; or perhaps 
they underíland one another! Ah ! fimple Gil 
Bl,as! Go hang thyfelf for íliaitie, for having gi- 
ven fuch rafeáis an opportunity of turning thee 
into vidicule! I fuppofe they will trump iip a 
fine ftory of this añair, which wiíl reach Oviedo, 
and doubtlefs do thée a great 3eal of honour; 
and Tnake thy parents repent their having thrown 
away fo much good counfel on an afs: Infteadof 
exhorting me not to wrong any body, they 
ought to have cautioned me againíl the ktiavery 
of tbc \vorld!"'Chagrin'd wath thefe mortifying 
refledions, and inílamed with refentment, I lock- 
ed myfelf in my cTiamber, and wént to bed, 
where however 1 did not fleep; for,before I could 
clofe my eyes, the carrier carne to let me know 
that he was reudy to fct out, and only waited for 
me:)I got up inítantly, and while 1 put on my 
clothes, Corcuelo brought me a bilí, in which I 
alTure you, the troiit was not forgotten: ánd I| 
was not only obliged to gratify his exorbitance, 
but I had alfo the mortification to perceive, w^hile 
I counted the money, that the farcaftic knave re- 
membekred my adventure. After having paád 
fauce ifor a fupper, which I had fo ill digefted, I 
went to the muleteer with my bags, wifhing the 
paraíite, the innke'cper, and his inn, at the devil. 



C H A P. III. 

Of the carrier'' s temptation on J^e rocid^ and ik 

. confequence. How Gil Blas, in attemptimg^-fi 

get out of the frying pati^fell into t^efire. 

I WAS not the only perlón who travelled wit 
the carrier, their behig in company t^ 

^^^^^^^^^^'^ childre 
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children belanging to a gentleman at Pennaflor, 
a líttle ftrolling bailad -fingerof Modonedo, and 
a young tradefman of Aftorga, who was bring- 
ing home a girl whom he had married at Verco. 
We became acquainted with one another pre- 
fently, and every pne, in a very íliort time, told 
whence he carne, and whither he was going. The 
new married lady was fo ftupid and lawny, that 
I had no great pleafure in looking at her ; but 
her youth and plumpnefs had a different effecl 
upon the carrier, who refolved to make an at- 
tempt upon her indinations : Hefpent the whole 
day in projeding this noble defign, the exccu- 
tion of which he deferred until we íhoüld arrive 
at our laíl ftage, which happened to be at Caca- 
belos. He accordingly made us alight at the 
firll inn we carne to, a houfe fituated rather ia 
the country than in the town, the laiíAlord of 
which he knew to be a complaifant and difcreet 
perfon. He took care to have iis conduded into 
a remote apartment, where he allowed us to fup 
in tranquillity ; but when our meal was ended, 
he entered with a furious look,.crying " Biood 
and oons I I am robbed of one hundred pinoles, 
which 1 had in" a leathern bag, and I muíl fmd 
them immediately ; otherwife 1 will apply to tlie 
magiftrate ofthe place, who»is no joker in thefe 
matters, and have you all pút to the raf k, 'till 
fuch time as you confefs the c rime and reftore 
the money?' Having pronounced thefe dread- 
ful words wi^ a very natural air, he went out' 
leaving us all in the utmoft confie rnation. 

As we were ftrangers to each other, none of us 
had the leaíl fufpicion of the fineíTe ; for my owa 
part, 1 fufpefted that the poor bailad- finger had 
dpne the deed; and perhaps he had the fame 
opinioa of me. . Befides, we were all raw fools- 
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utterly ignorant of the formalities iifed in fuch 
xafes, and believed in good eameft, that the pro- 
-cefs would be begun by putting us all to the tor- 
ture. — Givingway therefore toour fear, wc eva- 
cuated the room in a great hurry, fome running 
into the ftreet, otherá flying into the garden, and 
cvery ene betaking himfelf to his heels for fafety. 
Among the reft the young tradefman of Aftorga, 
as much fcared as any of us ^t the thoughts of 
the torture, made his efcape, hke another JÉneas, 
without incommoding himfelf with his wife. It 
was then that the carrier, (as 1 have fince leam- 
ed) more incontinent than his mules, and over- 
joyedto fee his llratagem fucceed accordingj to bis 
cxpeíhition, went to the bride, boafted of his 
own ingenuity, andl endeavoured to profit by the 
OQcafion. — But this Lucrece^of the Aíturias, to 
whom the villainous afped: of her tempter lent 
new ftrength^ made a vigorous reüftance, and 
fcreamed moft po^\'crfully. The patrole, which 
happened at thatinílant to pafs by the houfe, 
that they knew deferved then* attention, went in 
and demanded the reafon of their cries : upon 
which the landlord, who fat finging in the kit- 
chen, and pretended to know nothing of the 
matter was obligad to conduct the officer and his 
guard into the chamber c-f the perfon who made 
the, noife. — They arrlved very feafonably, the 
chafte Afturian being quite exhauft^d 3 and the 
commander, (who was none of the molí dehcate 
people in . the world) perceiving \#iat was the 
matter, gave the amorous muleteer a wooden fa- 
lutation with the handle oPhis halbert, addref- 
fing him at the fame time in terms as incontill- 
ent with modefty as the aftion that fuggefted 
them. This was not all : he apprehended the 
criminal, and carricd hiis before the judge, toge- 
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ther with hís accufer ; who, notwithftanding her 
diforder, would have gone of herfetf to crave ju- 
ftice for the outrage that was commiited upon 
hen The magiftrate having heard, and atten- 
tive confidered the cafe, found the defendant 
guilty; caufed him to be ftripped and fcourged 
in his prefence; and ordered that, if the huíb^nd 
of the plaintiíf íhould not appear before' next 
day, íhe íhoúld be efcorted to Aftorga by two- 
horfemen, at the charge of the delinqüent. 

As for me, more terrified, perhaps, than the 
rcft, I got into the cciintry, and croífing 1 don't 
knowhow mányfields and heaths, andleapingall 
the ditches 1 fomid in my way, I arrived at laíl 
at the fide of a wood, and was juít going into it, 
with a view of concealing myfelf in fome thick- 
et, when, all of a fudden, two men on horfeback 
appeared before me, and called, '* Wl^o goes 
there ?" As my furprife hindered me from ma- 
king immediate anfwer, they advanced, and each 
clapping a piílol to my throat, commanded me 
to tell who 1 was, whence I carne, my bufinefs in 
that foreíl, and above all thíngs to hide nothing 
fro^ them. To theíe interrogations, the manner 
of which feemed to me equal to the rack, with 
w^hich the carrier had threatened us, I rephed, 
that I was a lad of Oviedo, going to Salamanca ; 
recounted the alartn we had undergone, and con., 
fefled, that the fear of being put to the torture 
had induced me to run away. They buril óut 
into a.lüud laugh at this difcovery, which mani- 
ferted ut once the fimplicity of my heart, and 
one of them faid, " Take courage, friend; come 
along with us, and fear nothing: we will put 
tllec in a place of fafcty." So faying, he made- 
me ^et up behind him, and.then we.retreated 
into the wood. 
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Though I did not know what to make of thís 
rencounter, I did not prefage any thing bad 
from it ; for (faid I to myfelf) if thefe people 
were thieves, thcy would have robbed me, and 
perhaps niurdered me at once : they muíl cer- 
tainly be honeft gentlemen, who live hard by, 
and Mrho, feeing me in a panic, have pity on my 
condition, and carry me home with them out of 
charity. But I did nót long remain iñ fufpence; 
for, afcer feveral windings and turnings, which 
we performed in great filence, we carne to the 
f(X)t of a hill, where we alighted ; and one of the 
horfemen faid to me, *' This is our dwelling- 
place." 1 looked around, but perceived neither 
houfe, hut, ñor tl>e leaft appearance of any ha- 
bitation : neverthelefs, thefe two men lifted up 
a huge wooden trap-door covered with earth and 
brambles, which concealed the cntrance of a 
long íhelving paíTage under ground, into which 
the horfes went of themfelves, like beafts that 
were ufed to it ; while the cavaliers, taking the 
jame path, made me foUow them : then lower- 
ingthe cover, with cords faftened,to the ioíide 
for that purpofe, behold the worthy kinfman of 
my únele Peres, caught üke a moufe in a trap. 



CHAP, IV. 

A defcription of the fubterr anean hahitation^ and 
ofwhat Gil Blas ohfsrved therein. 

INOW difcovered my fituation, and any one 
may eaiily believe, that this difcovery effeclu- 
ally difpelled my former fear; a terror .more 
mighty and better founded took pofleíEon of my 
fou) j I laid fliy account with lofing my life as 

well 
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well as my ducats; and lookíiig upon my felfas 
a viélim led to the altar, walked (more dead 
than alive) bétween my two condudors, who, 
feeling me tremble, exhorted me in vaiii to fear 
nothing. When we had gone about 200 paces, 
tuming and defcending all the \yay, we entered 
into a ílable, lighted by two great iron lamps, 
hanging from the arch above» Here I faw plen- 
ty of ílraw, and a good many caílcs fuU of pro- 
vemler: thcre was room enough for twenty 
horfes : but at that time there were only the two 
that we brouglit along with us, whicU an oíd 
negro, ^vlio feemed yigorous for his years, was 
tying to a rack. We went out of twl. ftable, 
and by the díünal glimmer of fome lamps, that 
feemed to .enlighteni the place, only to íhew the 
horrors of it, carne to a kitchen, where an oíd 
cook-maid was broUíng ílakes, and providing for 
fiípper. The. kitcheii was adorned with all ne- 
ccíTary utenfils^ and hard by there was a larder 
ftored with all forts of proviíions* Tlie cook 
(for I muíl draw her piolare) was a perf()rafome- 
what tm*ned of fixty : in her youtb the. hair of 
her head had been as red as a carrot ;; for time 
had not as yet fo much bleachedit, but that one 
might ftill perceive fome íhades of its priaiitive! 
colour : íhe had an olive complexión, and a chiut 
pointed and prominente with lips fallen in, ai 
huge aqualine nofe. that hung over her. moatli^, 
and eyes that flamed in purple.. 

" Well, dame Leonarda, (faid one of the gen— 
tiemen, prefenting me to this fair ángel of dark- 
nefs) here's a young man.wehave brought for 
you." Then turning to me, and obferving me: 
'pale and difmayed, " Friend, (faid he) baniili thy 
fear; we wili do thee no llarm. Having occa- 
éon for a fervant to aííift our cook-maid, \ye met 
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with thee, and happy it is for thee we díd : thoa 
íhalt here fupply the place ofa young fellow, 
who Ict himfelf die about fifteen days ago : he 
was a lad of a very delicate complexión ; but 
thou feemeft to be more robuft, and wilt not die 
fo foon. Indeed, thou wilt never fee the light of 
the fun again ; but in lieu of that, thou íhah 
ha ve good cheer, and a roufing fire : Thou íhalt 
pafs thy time with Leonarda, who is a very gen* 
tle creature, and enjoy all thy little convenien- 
ces. » I will Ihow the^ (added he) that thou haft 
not got among beggars." With thefe words he 
took up a flambeau, and, bidding me follow him, 
carried me into a cellar, where 1 faw an infinite 
number of bottles and jars well-corked, which 
(he teld me) were fiUed with excellent wine. 
He afterwards made me pafs through divers a- 
partment?, fome of which contained bales of li- 
nen others of filks and ftuíTs : in one I perceived 
gold and filver, and a great quantity of píate in 
different cup-boards. Then I foUowed him into 
a large hall, illuminated by three branches of 
copper, which alfo gave light to the rooms that 
communicated with it : here he put freíh (jue- 
ftions tó me ; aíked my ñame, and reafon f(Mr 
leaving Oviedo ; and when 1 had fatisfied his cu- 
riofity in thefe particulars, " Well, Gil Jilas (faid 
he) fincé thy defign in quitting the place of thy 
nativity was toobtain fome goo'd poít, thou muft 
certairíly haye been born with a ca^ upon thjr 
head; becaufe thou haft fallen inmourhands^ 
I have already told thee, that thou íhalt live here 
in affluence, and rolt upon gpld and íilver : nay 
more, thou íhalt be ftfe ; for fuch is the contri- 
vanee of this retreat, that the officers'of the holy 
brotherhood may come into the Wood an hun- 
dz;ed úm^s without difcovering it. The ent^ 
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is unknown to every living foul, except me and 
my comrades : ^rhaps thou wUt wonder how it 
coald be executed without being perceived by 
the people in the neíghbourhood ! Kñow then, 
my lad, that this is'not the work of our hands, 
hut was made many years ago; for after the 
Moors had got poíTeíIion of Grenada, Arragon, 
and almoft the whole of Spain, the Chriftians ra- 
ther than fubmit to the yoke of ¡nfidcls, fled and 
concealed themfelves in this country, in Bifcay, 
and in the Afturias, whether the vahant Don 
Pelagio retired : fngitives, and difperfed in fmall 
numbers, they lived in mountains and woods, 
fome lurked in caves, and others contrived many 
fubterranean abodes, of which number this is 
ene. Having afterwards been fo hicky as to 
drive their enemies out of Spain, they returned 
into the towns : and, fince that time, their re- 
treats have ferved for afylums to people of oür 
profeíRon, Tis true, indeed, the holy brother- 
hood * have difcovered and deílroyed fome of 
them; but there are ftill plcnty remaining ; and 
(thank heaven} I have lived here in fafety near 
fifteen yeárs: my ñame is Capt, Rolando ; I aiu 
the chief of the company, and he whom thou 
faweft with me is one of my gang." 

* The holy brotherlioocl fn Spain, cajled Santa Hermán^ 
dad, was formcrly an affociatlon to fupprefs robbers in times 
of civil commoiion 5 and, at this day, is an eftabliíhment 
kept up thtough all the kingdoms and provinces of Spain»^ 
{or the fame purpofe.. 
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C H A P. V^ 

OfthearnvtzJofmore thieves m the fúhterr aneáis 
babiturion^ and the agreeuble converjation tbat^ 
bappcTied amon¿ them. 

SIGNIOR Rolando had ícarce done fpeaking^ 
when lix new faces appeared in the hallj 
tbefe were the lieutenant with five of the com- 
pany, who returncd loaJed with booty, which. 
confifted of two hampcrs full of fugar, cinnamon, 
pepper, dried figs, almonds, and raiíins: the lieu- 
tenant addreffing hiinfelf to the captain, told 
him that he had taken thefe hanipers from a gro* 
€er of Benavento, whofe mulé he had alfo-carried 
oflf. When he had given an account of his ex:.- 
pedition to his fuperior, the pillage of the gro-^ 
cer was ordered into the ílore, andit was unani- 
mouíly agreed to make merry. A table being 
Govered in the great hall, I was fent back into 
the kitchen, where Dame Leonarda inftruded 
me in the nature of my office ; and yielding to 
neceffity, (fince my cruel fate had fo ordained^ 
I fuppreíTed my Ibrrow, and prepareA myfelf foc 
the fcrvice of thofe worthy gentlemeru 

My firft eflay was on the fide^board, w^hich I 
sidorned wúth lilver cups, and many ftone-bottles 
of that good wine which Signior Rolando had 
praifed fo nmch. I afterwards brought in two 
ragouts, which were no fooner ferved than the 
whole company fat down to eat. They began. 
with a gpod appetite, whik I ftoodbehind,.ready 
to fupply them with wine; and acquitted myfelf 
fo handfomely that I had the honour to be cara- 
pümented upon my behaviour. The captain re- 
c^ounted my ílory in a few words, which afForded 

a good: 
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a good deal of diverfion, and afterwards obfer- 
ved, that I did not want merit : but I was at that 
time cured of my vanity, and could hear myfelf 
praifed without danger. Not one of them was 
fílent on the fubjed ; they faid I feemed to be 
their cup-bearer; that I was worth an hundr«d 
t)£ .my predeceflbr ; and although dame Leonar- 
da (fince death) had been honoured with the of- 
fice of prefenting neniar to thofe infernal gods, 
they deprived her of that glorious employment, 
with which they invefted me, like a young Ga- 
nymede fucceedin^ an ancient Hebe. 

A great diíh of roaft meat, ferved up after the 
ragouts, finiíhed the repaft of thofe gormandizing 
thieves, who, drinking in proportion to their glut- 
tony, foon beg^me frolikfome, make a helliíh 
noife, arid fpoke altogether : one began a ílory, 
another broke a jeft, a third íhouted, a fourth 
fifng! fo that^here was nothing but riot and 
cónfufion ! At length Rolando, tired of a fcene 
in which he was fo litde regarded, called, (with 
a voice that filenced the whole company) " Gen- 
tlemen, I have a propofal to make : inftead of 
ílunning one another in this m^ner, by fpeak- 
• ing altogether, would it not be better to enter- 
taija ourfelves like reafonable creatures? There is 
a thought come hito my head : fince the time of 
our aflS)ciatÍfen, we have never had the cunofity 
to know what families we are derived from, and 
by what train of ^dventures we have been 
feverally led to embrace this way of life: as 
thefe things feem worthy to be known, let us, for 
our diverfion, commuriicate thein to one an- 
other." The lieutenant, and -the reíl, as if they 
had fomething very entertaining to relate, em- 
braced, with g¡reat demonílrations of joy, the pro-. 

pofal 
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pofal of their chief, who t«gan with his c«*n hi- 
ftory in thefe words. "^ - 

*' Gentlemcn, you muíl kriow that I am thc 
only fon of a rich citizen of Madrid; the day of 
my birth was celebrated in the family by vaíl rc- 
jgicings ; my father, pretty well ftricken in years, 
was raviílied at the fight of an heir, and my mo- 
ther undertook to fuckle me at her own breaíls : 
her father, who was ftill alive, was a good oíd 
man, who meddled wlth nothing but his beads, 
and recounted his own warhke exploits, having 
been many years in the army f fo that, becoming 
infeníibly the idol of thefe three perfons, I was 
inccíTantly dandled in their arms. Left ftudy 
íhould fatigue me in my tender years, I w^as al- 
lowed to fpend them in the moíl childiíh amufe- 
ments ; my father obferving that childrcn ought 
not to apply ferioufly to any thing until tinae 
íhould have ripened the underftanding. In ex- 
pcdation of this maturity, I neither Icarned to 
read ñor write, but, neverthelefs, made good ufe 
of my time,: for my father taught me a thoufand 
diíFerent games; I became perfedlv ácquainted' 
with cards: was no ftrangef to dice; arid mj 
grandfather fiUed my head with romantic ftorie* 
of the military expeditions in whjch he had been 
concerned. He fangthefaipe catches over and 
over, and when I had got ten or tv^lve lines by 
heart, by dint of hearing them repeated for three 
months together/my memory became a fubjed 
for adiniration to my párents, who feemed no 
lefs fatisñed with my genius : when, profiling by 
the liberty 1 enjoyed of fpeaking what carne up-, 
permoft, I ufed to interrupt their difcourfe with 
my nonfenfical, prattle — " Ah ¡ what a chariíi- 
ing creature it is !" (would my father cry, look- 
ing at nic with inexpreirible dclight) while niy 
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TTiamma overwwlnied me with careííes, and my 
oíd gmndfire wept with joy. I committed, in 
their prefence, ti¿e molí indecent a¿lions with 
impunity: every' thing was forgiven; and in 
Ihort, they adored me. In the mean time, ha- 
ving attained my twelfth year, without being put 
to fchool, a mafter was at length providepd ; but 
he received precife ordets to inftru¿l me'without 
nfing any violence, being only pefmitted to 
threcíten me fometimes, with a view of infpiring 
rae with awe. This penniílion had noi^ rte moft 
falutary eíFeds upon me, who either- laughed at 
his menaces, or, with tears in my eyes, went and 
complained to my mother^ and grandpapa of his 
barbarity. It.was in vain for the poor de vil to 
deny the accufation : he was looked upon as a 
tyrant, and my aflertion always believed in fpite 
of his remonftrance. I happened one day to 
fcratch myfelf, upon which, ietting up my pipes, 
as if he had flayed me, my mother came running 
in, and turned my mafter out of doors, though 
be protefted and took heaven to witnefs, that he 
never had tóuched my íkin. 

" In the fame manner I got rid of all my pre- 
ceptors, until fuch an one as I wanted preíented 
himfelf? this was a bachelor of, Alcalá: an ex- 
cellent tutor for a perfon of faíhion's child ! He 
was a lover of play, women, and i«^ine, confe^ 
quently the fitteft perfon in the world for me; 
1 he firíl thing he fet about was to gain my af- 
feftion, in whigh he fucceeded, and, by thefe 
means, gained the love of my parcnts, who left 
me entirely to his management: indeed they 
had no caufe to repent of their confidence ; for 
in a very little time he made me perfed in the 
knowledge of the world ; by dínt of carrying me 
along with him to the places he freqü^nted, I 
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imbibed bis taíle fo well, that except, in Latin, I 
became an univerfal proficíent; and when I 
found I had no further occafiq§ for bis inílruc- 
tions, be went to offer tbem elíewhere. 

" If during my cbildhood, Tbad lived pretty 
freely, it was quite another thing wben I be- 
came mafter of my own adions : I every mo- 
ment ridiculed my parents, wbo did notbing but 
laugb at my fallies, whicb were the more agree- 
able, tbe more infolence ibey contained. Mean 
while I committed all kinds of debaucbery, ia 
the company of other young men of tbe fame 
difpofition; and as our parents did not fupply us 
with money fuíRcient to fupport fuch a delicious 
life, every one pilfered what be could, at bis own 
borne ; but that being alfo infuíBcient, we began 
to rob in the dark : when, unfortunately tbe cor- 
regidor got notice of us, and would have caufed 
US to be apprehended, had we not been inform- 
ed of bis treacherous defign. Upon which we 
confulted our fafety in flight, and transferred tbe 
fcene of ovu' exploits to the bighway. Since 
which time, gentlemen, God has gíven nie grace 
to grow oíd in my profeííion, in fpite of tbe dan- 
gers to which it is expofed." 

Here the captain left ofF fpeaking, and the . 
lieutenant, taking bis turn, began with, " Gen- 
tlemen, an education quite oppofite to that of 
Signior Rolando has, nevertbelefs, produced the 
fame efieél. My father was a butcher of Tole- 
do, reckoned the greateft brute in tbe wholc city, 
and my mother's difpoíition was not much more 
gentle. While I was a child, they wbipped me 
as if it had been through emulation, at the rate 
of a thoufand ílripes a day : the leaft fault I 
committed was attende'd with the rnoft fevere 
chaftifement; and it was in vain íbr me to aík 
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pardon, with tears in my eyes, and proteft that I 
was forry fbr what I had done; far from b^ing 
forgiven, I was often puniíhed without a caufe ; 
while my father belaboured me, my mother, (as 
if he had not exerted himfelf) inftead of inter-- 
ceding for her child, frequently came to his af- 
fiílance. This treatment infpired me with fuch 
averfion for my paternal habitation, that I ran 
away before I had attained my fourteenth year^ 
and taking the road of Arragon, went to Sara- 
gofa, fublifting on charity by the way. There 
I conforted with beggars, who led a pretty com- 
fortable life; they taught me to counterfeit 
blindnefs ; to appear lame, and affliéi: my limbs 
with fiditious ulcers, &c. In the moming (like 
piayers, who difguife themfelves in order to ap- 
pear ^on the ftage) we prepared ourfelves for 
the diílerent part$ we intended to aft, and every 
ene ran to his poft : in the evening we met a- 
gain, and enjoyed ourfelves all night, at the ex- 
pence of thofe who had compaffion on us in the. 
day. Tircd, however, of living among thofe 
wretches, and ambitious of appearing in a high- 
er iphere, I aflbciated mjrfelf with fome knights 
of the poft, who taught me a great many ftrata- 
gems; but we werc in a very íhort time obligad 
to quit Saragofa, having quarrelled with a certain 
ju^ice, whofe protección we had enjoyed. Every 
ene took bis own courfe : for my own pací, I en- 
gaged myfelf in a company of brave fellows 
who put travcllers vmder contribution, and liked 
their manner of living fo well, that hitherto I 
have nevcr felt the leaft inclination to feek an- 
other: I am, therefore, gentlemen, very much 
obHged to the barbarity of my parents; for, had 
they treated me a littlc lefs favagely, inftead of 
VoL. I. D teinjp 
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being an honourablé lieutenant, I íhould hav^ 
beeA doubtlefs, at this day, a miferable butcher/ 

The next that fpoke was a young thief, who» 
fítting between the captain and lieutenant, faid» 
** Gentlemen, the ftories We have heard, are n^i- 
ther fo complicated, ñor fo cutíous as mine ; I 
owe my being to a pealantes wife, who lived in 
the neighbourhood of Seyilleí three Weeks af- 
ter íhe had brought itie into the World, (being 
ftill yoüng, handiome, and healthy) it was pro- 
poíed to her, to nuríe' a man of quality's only 
fon lately boi:*n in Seville : this propofal my mo- 
ther cheerfully accepted, and went to fetch the 
chHd, which being committed to her care, íhe 
no fooner brought it home tfi het houfe, than 
pereeiving fome fmall refemblance between us, 
íhe was temptcd to make me pafs for the infant 
of quality, in hopes that Íhe íhould one day be 
well rewarded by me for that kind. office. My 
father, who was not more fcrupulous than his 
neighbours, approved of the deccit; fo that af* 
ter having made us exchange our fwaddling-^ 
dothes, the fon of Don Roderigo de Herrera 
was fent to another nurfe, under my ñame, and 
my mother fuckled me under his. 

" Notwithftanding all the finje things that are 
faid^of inftind and the forcé of 4)lood, the little • 
gentleman's parents fwallowed the chance with • 
great eafe: they had not the leaíl fufpicion of 
the trick that was played upron them ; for, till í;* 
was feven years oíd, I was fcarce ever out of 
their arms. Their intention being to make nie,^ 
a complete cavalier, all forts of mafters were pro- 
rided ; but I had no great inclmation for the 
excítciíes 1 leaméd ; and ftill lefs rehüi for the 
fciences they explained. I loved much better 
to game with the fcrvartts, for whofe company I 
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frequented the kitchen and ftable ; but play 
was not long my predominant paffion ; for be- 
fore I was feventeen years of age, I got drunk 
daily, fcducf d all the women in the houfe, but 
attached myfelf chiefly ta the cook-maid, who 
feemed to merit my principal regard : flie was a 
fat joUy wench, whofe pleafantry and fleeknefs 
pleafed me much ; and I made love to her witl? 
ib little circumfpedion, that Don Roderigo him- 
fclf perceived ít. He repremanded me üiarply, 
reproached me with the bafenefs of my inclina* 
tions, and, left the fight of this amiabie obje¿l 
íhould render his remonftrances ineffedual^ turn- 
.ed myprincefs out of doórs. 

'* I was difgufted at this piece of condud, for 
which I refolved to be revenged : with this view 
I ftole his lady's jewels, and running ii> qucil of 
my faír Helen, who had retired to the hóufe of 
a waíherwconan of her acquaintance, I carried 
bar off, at noon-day, to the end that nobody 
might be igngrant of my paffion. That was nót 
all : I coudujñéd her into her pwn country, 
where I m^rried her in a folemn manner, that I 
might not only give Herrera the more vexation, 
tut alio afíbrdfuch a worthy cxample to the chil- 
'dren of npblemen. Three mpnths after my mar- 
riage, I was informed of Don Roderigo's death ; 
a peace of néws I did not receive with indif- 
ference ; but repairing inftantly to Seville, in 
in order to demand his eftate, I found things 
ilrangely altered! My niother, who was dead, 
had been lilly enough qn her death bed, to con- 
fefs the whole aíFair,in prefence of the cúrate of 
the viílage, and other credible iyitneíTes; incon- 
fequence of which, the true fon of Don Roderi- 
go was already in poíTeffion of my place, or ra- 
ther of his own : and had been received with 
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thc more joy, on account of their beíng diflati^ 
fied with me. Wherefore, havíng nothing to 
cxpeél from that quarter', and no longer feeling 
any inclination for my fat fpoufe, I joined fomé 
gentlemen of the road, wkh whom I began my 
cxpeditions.'* 

The youtig robber having ended his^ ftory, an- 
©ther informed us, " That he was the fon ,of a 
merchant at Burgos, and prompted by an in- 
drícreet devotion, had taken the habit, and pro- 
feíTed a very auílere order, from which, in a few 
years, he apoftatized." In fliort, thefe eight high- 
waymen fpoke in their turns, and when 1 had 
heard tbem all, I was not at all furprifed to find 
them together. The difcourfe was afterwards. 
changed ; théy broiight upon the carpet fe ve- 
ral projeds for their next excurfion : and af tet 
having come to a determination, got up from ta- 
ble, in order to go to reft. Having lighted their 
wax candles, and withdrawn, I follewed Gaptain 
Rolando into his chamber^ where, while I helped 
to undrefs him, « Well, Gil Blas; (faid he) thou 
feeft how we live : We are always merry, and 
hatred and envy never get footing among us : 
we never have the leaft quarrel with one another, 
but are more united then a convent of monks: 
thou wilt, my child, (perfued he) lead a very 
agreeable life in this place ; for I don't believe 
thee fool enough to boggie at living with robbers: 
éh I doít thou think there are any honefter peo^ 
pie in the woild than we ; no, my lad, every 
one loves to prey upon his fellows ; it is an uni- 
verfal principie, though varioufly exerted : con- 
querors (for exami)le) feize upon the territories 
of their neighbours j people of quality borrón 
without afíy intention of repaying; bankers, 
treafurers, exchange-brokers, clerks, and all 

DiOitized by V3V,íV.íV H^. JímClS 



aiL BLAS. ip 

}dná$ of tncrchants, great and íínalT. are not a 
whit more confcientious. As.for your limbs of 
the law, I need not mention them : every body 
knows what they can do: I muíl own, however, 
that they are fomewbat more humane than we 'y 
for we eften put.innocent people to death, and 
they fometimes fave the Uves of the guilty." 



CHAP. VI. 

0/ the /ztten^t of Gil Blas ¿Q make bis efcape^ ana 
the fiíccefs thereof. 

WHEN the captain of the thieves hatf madr 
his apology for his profeflion, he went to 
bed, and 1 returned into the hall, where 1 un- 
covered the table, and put every thing in order ; 
firom thence I went into the kitchen, where Do- 
mingo (fo was the oíd negro called) expefted me 
to fupper» Tho' I had no appetite, 1 fat down 
with them; but as I could not eat, and appear- 
ed as melancholy as I had caufe to be fo, 
thefe two apparitions, cqually qualified, under- 
took to give me confolation : " Why do you af- 
ffid yourfelf, child ? (íaid the oíd lady} ; You 
©ught rather to rejoice at your' good fortune. — 
You are young, and feem to be of an eafy tem- 
per, confequently wouldhave been, in a little 
time, lolt in the world ; there you would have 
fallen into the hands of libertines^ who would 
have engaged you in all mauner of debauchery j 
whereas here your innocence finds a fecure ha- 
ven.** " Dame Leonarda is in the right, (faid 
the oíd black-a-moor with great gravity) and 
let me add, the world is full of afflidion : thank 
Tieaveri^ therefore, my friendo for having deliver- 
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cd the^'&U at once from the dawgers, dífficultié^ 
and mifery of lífe."*» ít 

Ibore theií difcourfe with patience, becaufc té 
fret myfelf would have d«ne me no férvice : 2t 
lall Domingo, having eaten and drank plentifut 
ly, retircd into the ílable ; while Leonarda, with 
a larop in her hand, conduded me into a vault, 
which ferved as a burying place to the robber^ 
who died a natural death, and in which I percei- 
ved a miferable truck-bed, that looked more like 
a tomb than a couch : " Here is your bed-chanw 
ber (faid íhe) ; the lad, whofe place you have the 
gocd fortune to fupply, ílept here as long as he 
ílved among us ; and now that he is dead, refts 

in the fame place. rHe ílipped away in the 

flower pf bis age: I hope you will not be fo fim- 
ple as to foUow his example.'* So faying, üie 
put the light into my hand, and returned into 
her kitchéñ ; while 1, fetting the lamp upon the 
grour>d, threw niyfelí upon the bed, not fo much 
in expeétation of enjoying the leaft repofe, as with 
a view to indulge my melanchoiy refledlioru 
•* O heavens, (criéd I) was ever delliny fo ter- 
rible as mine ! I am baniíhed from the fight of 
thefun ; andasif it was not enough to be buried 
alive at the age o^ eighteen, I am moreover con- 
demned to ferve fnieves, to fpend the day among 
highwaynien, and the night among the dead I'^ 
1 wept bitterly over thefe fuggeítions» which 

feemed to me and were in effed extremely 

íhocking. A thoufand times I curfed my uncle's 
defign of fepding me to Salamanca : 1 repented of 
my flying fiom juftice at Cacabelos, iand even 
lyiíhed Ihadfubmittedto the torture;— But recol- 
leding thatí coafumed myfelf invain complaints, 
to no purpofe, J began to think of fome means by 
which I might efcape. ** What ! (faid I to my- 
felf) 
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fetf) is it thcB impolTible to deliver myfclf ! th^ 
thicvcs are afleep, the cook-maid and negro will 
be in the fame condítion prefently : can't I, 
while they are all quiet, by the help of my lamp, 
find out the paflage through which I defcended 
tothis infernal abode? 'Tis true, indeed, I don't 
tfaink myfelf ftrorig enough to lift the trap-door 
that covers the cntry ; but however, that I may 
have nothing'to reproach myfelf with, I will try : 
my defpair will, perhaps, fupply me with 
ftrength, and who knows but I may accorapliíh 
it?" . 

Having then projeéled this great dcfign^ Igot 
up, when I imagined Leonarda and Domingo 
were at reft ; and taking the lamp in my hand, 
went out of the vault, recommending myfelf to 
all the faints in heaven. It was not without 
great difficulty that I found again all the wind- 
ings of tliis new labyrinth, and arrived u% the 
door of the ftable ; where, at lañ, perceiving the 
p^jjage I was in fearch of, I went into it, advan- 
cing towards the trap with as much nimbleneft 
as joy : — but, alas ! in the middle of the entry, 
I met with a curfed iron grate, faft locked, and 
confilling of ftrong bars fo clofe to one another, 
that I could fcarce thruft my hand between 
them. I was confounded at fight of this new 
obílacle, which I had not obferved when I carne 
in, the grate being then open. I did not fail, 
however, to feel the bars and examine the lock, 
which I even attempted to forcé ; when, all of a 
fudden, I felt acroís my Ihoulders five or lix 
hearty thwacks with a bull's pizzle ! upon which 
I uttered fuch a dreadf ul y eli, that the whole ca- 
vern echoed with the found ; and lookmg be- 
hind me, perceived the oíd negro in his íhirt, 
with a dark lanthorn in one hand, and the in- 
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ftrument of his execution in the other. " AIi^ 
ha I Mr Jackanapes, (íaid he) you want to 
make your efcape, hah ! you muft not imagine 
that I am to be caught napping. I heard yon 
all the while- I fuppofe you thought the grata 
was open^ did'ut you ? — Know, my boy, that 
henceforth thou íhalt always find it Ihut ; and 
that wheo w« detain any body here^ againft hi3 
incünations, he muft be more cunning than 
thou, if ever he gets oíT." , 

In the mean time, two or thcee of the thievet,. 
ftarting out of their fleep at the noife of iiiy críes,, 
and believing that the holy brotherhood was co- 
ming foufe upon tbem, got up in a hurry, and 
alarmed thek companions. In an inñant aU 
Mrere a-foot, and, íeizing their fwords and* ca- 
rabines, advanccd half naked to the place w^ere 
Domingo chaftifed me ; but they no fooner unr- 
¿erftopd the caufe of the noiíe tbcy had heard^ 
ihan their imeaiinefs was changed into fits í^ 
Jaughter.— " How, Gil Blas, (faid the apolle 
thief to me) thou haft not been here íix houní, 
^d want'ft to take thy leave of us already ; fure 
thou muft haye a grcat averfion to a retired life, 
hah ? Wbat would'ft thou do, if thou -wert ^a 
Carthuiian friar?. Go to bed; thou art quit fot 
i)nce, on account of the ftrípes Domingo has be^ 
.ftowed on thee ; but if ever thou ftiould ft make 
another efíbrt to efcape, by St Bartholomew I w« 
will flay thee ahve." This íaid, he withdrew ; 
the other thtcves retired into their apartments^ 
the dd negro, proud of his exploit, returned into 
his ftable, and I fneaked back to my Golgotha, 
where 1 íjpcnt the jremaining part of the night iú 
iighs and tears. 

CHAP. 
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(^ tbe bebirviour o/Gil Blas^ wben be could do m 
hetter. 

DURING the firft days of my captivity I was 
like to fink under the forrow that opprefs*d 
me, and might have been íaid to die by inches ; 
but at laft my good genius infpired me with the 
refolution to diffemble : I affeded to appear lefe 
fad than ufual : I began to laugh and fing, 
tbough, God knows, \ííth an aching heart, In a 
word. 1 counterfcited fo wéll, that Leonarda and 
Doi^^ge were deceived, and believed that the 

bird|í[»ras at laft reconciled to his cage. The 

Fobl^ers were of the fame opinión ; forl ^umed 
agay air when I filled wine for tkem» ana 
impgled in their converfaticm w^^enevef I found 
aii>iOpportnmty , of aéling the bufíbon. This 
freedom, far from difpleaiing, aSbfded theni di^ 
vierfion. *♦ Gil Blas, (faid the captain to mcone 
eveffing, wben I entertained them in this mtó« 
Ber^.t^u baft doi^ well, my lad, ta baniíh thy 
melsmcholy: I am charmed with thy wit and 
hnmmr : I find ]^ople are not known all at 
once ; lor I did not think thou hadft beeQ fo 
fprightly and good-natured." 

Tbe reft joined alfo in my praife, and appear- 
ed fo well fatisfied with me, that, taking the ad* 
vantage of this good difpofition, " Gentlemen, 
(faid I) allow me to tell my mind : Sinte my a- 
bode in this place I find myfelf quite another fort 
of a perfon than heretofore, You have dívefted 
me of the prejudices of education, and 1 infenfi- 
bly imbibe your diípofition : I have a tafte for 

your 
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your profeffion, ana a longing deüre of being htr 
noured with the ñame of your companion, and o^ 
íharing the dangers of your expeditions." All 
the company approved of my difcourfe, and 
commcnded my forwardnefs; fo that it vruB 
unanimoufly refolved to let me ferve a little long* 
er, in order to approvemyfelf worthy, then carry 
me out in their excurfions ; after which I íhould 
obtain the honourable place I demanded. 

Well, then, I was obliged to perfift in my dif- 
fimulation, and exerciíií the poli of cup*bearer 
ílill; a circumftance that mortified me extrenae- 
ly : for my defign , in afpiring to the honour of 
bccoming a thief, was <mly to have the liberty irf 
taking the air with the reft, in hopes th^ onc 
day I iboúld be able to efcape ftom them m the 
couríe of their expeditions* This hope 4oiie 
fupporteá my liíe; but nevertheiefs appear- 
ed fo diftánt, that I tried more than once t^ 
baffle llie i^gílance Krf Domingo j thougli it wa& 
nerer in my power, be being always fo much 
upon his guard, that I would ba^e deiied an hun- 
drcd Orpheus's to charm fuch a Cerberus. *Tís 
true, indeed, I did noC do i^l that I could have 
done to begiHk him, left I íhould have wakened 
his fufpicion ; for he haB a hawk's eye ovcf me, 
and I was obliged to aft with theutnK)ft c#cuia- 
ípedion, that 1 -might not betray myfelf. I 
therefore refigned myfelf to my fate, until tfiíe 
time íhould be expircd that was prefcribed by 
the robbers for receiving me into their gang j and 
this event I expeéléd as impatiently as if 1 had 
becn to be enr^Ued in a lift of cx)mmiflioner8. 

Heaven be praifed ! in fix months that time 
arrived ; when Signior Rolando, addreffing him- 
felf lo bis company, faid, ** Gentlemen, we muft 
kcep our words with Gil Blas : 1 have no bad.o- 

piíiion 



y VJ^^^^'VIC 



GIL BLAS. 35 

pinion of that young feUow, and I hope that we 
íhall make fomething of him : It is therefore my 
opinión, that we carry him along with us to-mor- 
raw to gather laurels on the bighway, and uíhcr 
him into the path of glory.** The robbers agreed 
to their captaín's propofal; and to íhew that they 
alrcadylookedupon me asoneof their companions, 
from that moment difpcftfed with my fervice, and 
re-cftabliíhed dame Leonarda in the office íhe 
had loft on my account. They made me throw 
away my habit, that confiíled of a forry thread- 
bare Ihort caflbck, and drefs'd me in the fpoils of 
a gentleman whom they had lately robb'd j aftcr 
which I prepared for my firft campaign. 



CHAP* VIII. 

Gil BI¿is accompanies the tbievtSi andpeffurms ¿m 
explok on the bighway. 

IT was in the month of September, when to- 
wards the clofe of the night, I came out of the 
savem in tompany with the robbers, armed liké 
them with a carabine, two piftols, fword and bay- 
Miet, and mounted on a pretty good horfe, which 
:hey had taken from the fame gentleman whofé 
irefs I wore. I had lived fo long in^ darknefs, 
^hat when day broke, I was dazzled with the 
light, which, however, foon became familiar td 
(tiy eyes. 

fitaving pafled hfeird by Ponferrada, we lay in 

imbuíh in a fmall wood which bordered on the 

road to León. There we Waited, expeéting that 

íbrtuge wouid throw foine good luck in our way, 

r ^i^ ¿^ perceiyed a Dominican(contrary to the 

^ of thofe good fathers) ríding npon a forry 

wen'^i** God be práifcd, (eried the captain, 

^ V o, e ylaaghing) 

\ \ 
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laughing) thcre's the coup d'cflai of Gil Blas : — 
let him go and unload that raonk, while we ob- 

ferve his behaviour." AU the reft were of o- 

pinion that this was a very proper commiflion for 
me, and exhorted me to acquit myfelf handfomely 
in it. *' Gentlcmen, (faid I) you íhall be fatis- 
fied : I will make that prieft as bare as my hand, 
and bring hither his mulé m a twmkling.'* " No, 
no, (replied Rolando) flie is not worth the trou- 
ble : bring us only the purfe of his reverence ; 
that is all we exped of thee." For this purpofe I 
fallicd from the wood^ and made towards the 
clergyman, begging heaven all the way to par- 
don the aftion I was about to c(^mit. I would 
gladly have made my efcape that moment ; but 
the greateltpart of the thieves were bctter mount- 
ed then I, and, had they perceived me running 
away, would have beeh at my h^cls in an in- 
ftant, and entrap me again in a very íhort time, 
or perhaps difcharged their carabines at me/in 
which cafe I íhould have had nothing to brag of, 
Not daring therefore, to hazard fuch a delicate 
ftep, I carne up with the prieft, and clapping a 
piftol to his breaft, dei^anded his purfe. He 
üopped ihort to furvey me, and without feeming 
much afraid, "Child, (faid he), you are very 
young ; — ^you have got abade tradeby the hand | 
betimes. " Bad as it is, father, (I replied) I 
wiíli I had begun it fooner." — "Ah ! fon, fonJ 
(faid the good friar, who did not comprehend thei 
true meaning of my wo^ds) what blindnefs !— 
allow me to reprefent to you the miferable con 
dition,'— **0 father, (faid I, interrupting him 
haftily) a tiruce with yonr moráis, if you 
my bufincfs on .the highway is not to ^^^^ 
mons ; I want moncy." " Money ! ( "^ 
with an au* of aíloniíhmcnt) you are ^^ 
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quainted with the charity of tlie Spaniards, if 
you think people of my cloth have occalion for 
money while they travel in this kingdom. Un* 
dereive yourfelf ; we are evcry wherc cheerfully 
received ; have lodging and viéluals, and nothing 
is aíked in retum but pur prayers : in ihon, we 
never carry money about us on the road, but 
confide altogether in Providence." " That won't 
go down with me (I replied) : your dependence 
is not altogether fo vifionary ; for you have al- 
ways fome good pillóles in referve to make more 
fure of Providénce. But, my good father, (add- 
ed I) let US ha* done : my comrades, who are in 
that wood, begin to be impatient; therefore 
throw your purfe upon the ground inílantly, or 
I íhall cértainly put you to death." 

At thefe words, which I uttered with a mena- 
cing look, the friar, feeming afráid of his life, 
faid, *' Hold ! I will fatisfy you then, fince there 
is a neceífity for it : — I fee tropes and figures 
have no effeél upon people of your profeffion." 
So faying, he pulled from underneath his gown 
a large puríe of íhamoy leather, which he drop- 
ped upon the ground. Then I told hiai he might 
continué his joumey ; a permiílion he did not 
give me the trouble of repeating ; but clappcd 
his heels to the lides of his mulé, which belying 
the opinion'I had conceived of her, (for I imagi- 
ned íhe wa^ not rauch better than my imclc's) 
all of a fudden went oíFat a prctty round pace. 
As foon as he was at a diílance I alighted 
und taking up the purfe, which feemed heavy, 
mounted again, and got back to thj wood in a 
trice, wheré the J^ieves waited with impatience 
to congratúlate me upon my vidory, Scarcc 
would they give me time to difmóunt, fo eager 
wei;e they to embrace me; " Courage, Gil Blas I 
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(faid Rolando) thou haft done wonders. I have 
had my eyes on thec during thy éxpedition : I 
have obfcrved tby coantenance all the time, and 
I propbffy that thou wih in time become^ an ex- 
cellent higbwayman." Thfe lieutenant and tbc 
reft approvcd oí* the prédi¿lion, which they aflu- 
red me I íliould one day certainly f alfil. I 
thanked them foc the high idea they had cóncei-. 
ved of me, and promifed to do all that lay in my 
power to maintain it. 

After they had loaded me with fo much unde* 
ferved praife, they were delirous of examining 
the booty I had made. ** Come, (faid they) let 
üs fee what there is in the clergyman's purfe." 
" It ought to be well furniíhed, ^continued one 
among them) for thofe good fatliers don't trave} 
like pilgrims/' The captaiñunticdtbe'|>urfe,and 
opening it, pulled out two or three handfuls of 
copper medals, mixed with bits of holiowed wax, 
and fome fcapularies*. At the .fight of fuch 
ah uncommon prey, all the the robbers buril out 
into immoderate fits of laughter. '* Upon my 
foul, (cried the lieutenant) we are very much o- 
bliged to Gil Blas for having, in his coup d'effai, 
performed a theft fo falutary to the company." 
This piece of wit brought on more. Thofe mif- 
creants, and h^m particular who had apoilatized,, 
began to be very merry upon thfe mattcr: a 
thoufand fallies efcaped them, that too well de- | 
noted their immbrahty. I was the ouly perfoQ 
who did not laugh, my mirthbeing checked by i 
the railers, who enjoyed themfelves at my ex- I 
pence. Every one having íhot his bolt, the cap- 
tain faid to nie, " In faith, Gil Blas, I adyife thee, 
as a friend, to joke no more with monks, who are 

* Scapularics are pieces of confccratcd ftuíF, wom by 

pneils;iud nun«* 
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^en«rally fpeaking, too arch and cunning for 
ftích as thee." 

C H A P. IX. 

Of the fsrious affair thatJoUowed ibis adv enture. 

WE remained in the wood the greateíl part 
of the day . without perceiving any travel- 
Icr that could make amenas for thcprieft. At 
laft we left it, in order to rcturn to our cavern, 
confining our exploits to that ludicrous event, 
wbich ftill conftituted the fubjeíl of our difcourfe, 
when we difcovcred ^t a diftance a coach drawn 
by finir mules, advancing at a briík trot, and ef- 
corted by three mcn on horfeback, who feemed 
well armed. Upon this Rolando ordered his troop 
to halt, and held a council ; the refult of which 
was, that they íhould attack the coach. We 
were immediately arranged according to his dif- 
pofition, and marched up in order of battle. 
In fpité of the applaufc I bad acquired . in the 
wood, 1 felt myfelf feized with an univerfai tre- 
mor, and immediately a cold fweat broke out all 
over my body, which I tooked upon as no re- 
ry favourable oaiien. — To crown my good luck, 
I was in the front of the line, between the cap- 
tain and the lieutenant, who had ftationed nle 
there, thafl might accuílom myfeif to ftand fire 
adl at oiK:e. Rolando, obferving how much na- 
ture fuíFercd within me, Ipoked at me alkance, 
foying, with a ñerce countenance, " Hark'ee, 
Gil Blas, remember to ido thy duty; for if thou 
hang'ft an arfe, I '11 blow thy brains out.'* I was 
too well perfuaded that he would keep his word 
to neglecl this caution; for which reafon I 
thought of nothing now but of recommendinj 
my foul to God. 

•fc- 2 Digitizedby Google ^'^ 
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In the mean time, the coach and horfemen ap- 
proached, who knowing what lort of people we 
were, and guefling our defign by our appearance, 
fíopped within muíket-íhot, and prepared to re- 
C€ive US ; 'Jvhile a gentleman of a good mein, and 
richly drefs'd, came óutof the coach and mount- 
ing a horfe that was led by one of his attendants 
put hiínfelf at their head, without any other 
arms than a fword and a pair of piftols. — Though 
théy were but four againft nine, (the coachman 
remaining on the feat) they advanced towards us 
with a boldnefs that redoubled my fear. I ¿id 
Oot fail, however, though I trembled in every 
joint, to make ready to fire; but, to tell the 
truth, I íhut my eyes, and turned away my head 
when I dífcharged my carabine; and, confider- 
ing the manner in which it went oíF, my confci- 
eiice ought to be acquitted on that fcore. 

I will not pretendió defcribe the aétion; for 
although I Ayas prefent I faw nothing, and my 
fear, in confounding my imagination, concealed 
from me the horror of the fpedacle thiat occa- 
fioned it. — ^ — All I know of the matter is, that 
afteí a great noife of firing, I heard my compa- 
nions íhout, and cry Viélory ! viñory 1 At that 
^cclamation, the terror, which had taken poíTef- 
fion of my íenfes, diffipated, and I faw the four 
horfemen ftretched lifeleís on the fieid of battle. 
On our fide we had but one man killed, and he 
was no other than the apoftate who had met with 
his defefts for his apoftáfy and profane jefts upon 
the 'fcapularies. The lieutenant received a 
wóund in the arm ; but it was a very Ilight one, 
the íhot having only rufíied his íkin. 

Signior Rolando ían immediately to the door 
of the coach, in which there was a lady of about 
four oí five and twenty years of age, who ap- 
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péared very handfome, notwithftandíng thc me- 
lancholy condition in which íhe was, for íhe had 
fwooned during the engagcment, and was not 
yet recovered. While he was bufied in looking 
after her, we took carc of thc booty, begimiing 
with fecuring the horfes of the killed, which, 
frightencd at thc noife of the firing, Imd ran a*. 
way, after having loft their riders. As for the 
mides, they had not ílirred, although the coach^ 
man (during the aftion) had quitted his place in 

order to make his efcape^ We aUghted, and, 

unyoking, loaded them with fome trunks we 
found faftened to the coach, hefore and behiiii, 
This being done, the lady, who had not as yet 
recovered her fenfes, was (by order of the cap- 
tain) taken out, and placed on horfeback before 
one of the.robbers that was beft mounted; after 
which quitting the high road,the coach, and the 
dead, whoni we had ftripped, we carried oíF the 
lady, the mules, and the horfes. 



C H A.P. X. 



I 



In what manner the robbers bebaved to the ladf^ 
— Ofthe great dejign which Gil Blas projscied^ 
and the ijfue thereof. 

1T was within an hour of day-break when we 
arrivedat our habitation; and the firft thing 
we did was to lead our beafts into the fiable, 
where we were obliged to tie them to the rack, and 
tak^ care of them with our own hands, the oíd 
negro having been three days before feízcd with 
a violent fit of the gout and rheumatiiui, that 
kept hhn a-bed, deprived of the ufe of all his 
E 3 linibs: 
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limbs: the only member at liberty was h^ 

tongue, which he employed in teftifying his im- 

patience by the moft horrible execrations. — — 

jLeavíng this miferable wretch to fwear and blaf- 

pheme, we went to the kitchen, where our whole 

attcntion was cngrolTed.by the lady, and we fuc- 

ceeded fo well as to bring her out of her fit : but 

when íhe had recovered the ufe of her fenfes, and 

faw herfelf in the hands of feveral men whom 

íhe did not know, íhe perceived hermisfortune, 

and was feized wíth horror ! The moft lively for- 

row and direful dcfpair appeared in her eyes, 

which flie hfted up to heaven, as if to reproach 

it with the indignities that threatened her: then 

giving way of a fudden to thefe difmal appre- 

benfions, íhe relapfed into a fwoon, her eyelids 

clofed, and the robbers imagined that death 

would deprive them of their prey . — The captain 

thiiUíing it more prpper to leave her to herfelf 

than to torment her with their aíTiftance, ordered 

her to be carried to Leonarda's bed, where íhe 

was left alone, at the hazard of what niight hap- 

pen. 

We repaired to the hall, where one of the 
thieves, who had been bred a furgeon, dreíTed the 
licutenant's wound : after which, being defirous 
of feeing what was in the trunks, we foand fome 
of them fiUed with lace and hnen, othcrs with 
clothes, and the laft we opened contained íome 
bags full of piftoles; at íight of which the g^n- 
tleracn conceroed were infinitely rejoiced. This 
enquiry being made, the cook-maid furniíhed the 
fideboard, laid the cloth, and fcrved upfupper# 

Our coñverfation at firft turned upon the 

great vidory w^c had obtained ; and Rolando, 
addreííing himfelf to me, " Confefs, Gil Blas, 
(faid he) confefs that thou waft horribly afi-aid." 

1 irjgeniouíly 
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I ¡ngenioufly owned, that what he faid was very 
txue; but that when I íhould have made two or 
thrce campaigns, I would fight like a knight-cr- 
ranc: whereupon the whole company took my 
part, obferving that my fear was excufable; that 
the aélion had been very hot ; and that, confi- 
dering I was a young fellüw who had néver fmel- 
led gunpowder, 1 had acquitted myfelf pretty 
wel). 

The difcourfe afterwards fallíngupon themules 
and horfes we had 1)rought into our retreat, it 
was agreed, that tü-morrow before day wc íhould 
all fet out togcther, in order to fell them at Man- 
filla, which place, in all probability the report of 
our expedition had not yet reacheU. This refo- 
lution being taken, v/e finiíhed our meal, and re- 
turned into the kitchen to vifit the iady, whom 
we found ítill m the fame fituation. Neverthe- 
lefs, though it was with difficulty we could per^ 
ceive any figns of life in her, fome of the villaina 
did not fcruple to regard her with a profane eye, 
and even to difcover a brutal delire, which they 
would havc fatisfied immediately, had not Ro- 
lando prevented it, reprcienting ta them, that 
they ought at leaíl to wait till the Iady íhould 
get the better of tjiat oppreflion of forrow which 
deprivcd her of refledion. — ^The refpeél they had 
for their captain reftrained their incontinence, 
othcrwife nothing could iiave faved the Iady, 
whofe honour death itfelf, perhaps, would not 
have been able to fecure. 

We left this unfortunatc gentlewoman in the 
fame condition in which we found her, Rolando 
contenting himfelf with laying injundipns on 
Leonarda to take care of her, while every onc 
rctired into his own apartment. For my own 
part, as foon as I got to bcd, inftead of refigning 

myfetf 
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myfelf to fleep, I did nothing but think of that 
lady's misfortune :• I ncver doubted that íhe was 
a perfon of quality, and looked upon her fituation 
as the more deplorable for that rcafon. I could 
not without íhuddering reprelent to myfelf thc 
horrors to which íhe was deftincd, and felt my- 
felf as dceply concerned for her as if I liad been 
attacbed by blood or friendíhip. At laft, aftjer 
having bewaile.d her hard fate, I began to revolve 
the means of refcuing her honour from the dan- 
ger in which it was, and of delivering myfelf at 

the fame time from the fubterranean abode. 

I recolledlcd that the oíd negro was not in a (ion- 
ditioñ to move, and tfcat, fince his being taken 
ill, the cook-\vcnch kept the key of the grate. — 
This refleélion warmed my imaginación, and 
made me coaceive'a fcheme, which I digefted fo 
well, that I proceeded to put in pradlice iiiuaedi* 
ately, in the foUowing manner. 

Pretending to be racked with the cholic, I be- 
gan with complaints ánd groans; then raifing 
my voice, uttered dreadful cries, that waked the 
robbers, and brought them inftantly to my bed- 
fide. When they aíked what made me roar fo 
hideoufly, I anfwered, that I was tortüred with 
an horrible cholic : and, thc better to perfuade 
them of the truth of what I faid, grinded my 
teeth, made frightful grimaces and contorfions^ 
and writhed myfelf in a ftrange manner : then I 
became quiet all of a fuddcn, as if my pains had 
given me fome refpite. ■ In a moment after, I 
began again to bomice upon the bed, and twiíl 
about my limbs: in a word, I played my part fo 
well, that the thieves, cunning as they were, al- 
lowed themfelves to be deceived, and believed, 
in good eameft, that I was violently griped. In 
a ñioEient all of thera were buited in cndea* 

vours 
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vours to eafe me; one brought a bottle of uf- 
quebaugh, and made me fwallow one half of it : 
another, in fpite of my teeth, inje¿ted a clyfter 
of oil of fweet almonds ; a third warmed a nap- 
kin, and applied it broiling hot to my belly. 
I roared for mercy in vain; they imputed my 
cries to the cholle^ and continued to make me 
fuíFer real pains, in att^mpting to free me from 
one I did not feel. At laft, being able to refift 
them no longer, I was fain to teU them that the 
gripes had reít me, and to conjure them to give 
me quarter. Upon which they. left ofF tor- 
menting me with their remedies, and I took 
care to trouble them no more with my com- 
plaints, for fear of imdergoing their good offices 
a fecond time. 

This fcene lafted almoll three hours, after 
which tj^e robbers, judging that dáy was not far 
off, prepsired themfel ves to fet out for Manfiila : I 
would hS.ve got up, to make them believe I was 
vcry delirous of accompanying them ; but they 
would notfuíFerme to rife, Signior Rolando faying, 
** No, no, Gil Blas, ftay at home, child ; thy 
cholic may retum — Thou íhalt gó with us an- 
other time; but thou art in no condition to go 
abroad fo-day." I was afraid of infiíling upon 
it too much, leaft he lliould yield to my requeft; 
therefore I only appeared very much mortified, 
becaufc I could not be of the party. This I ad- 
cd fo naturaily, that they weñt out of the cavern 
without the leaft fufpicion of my defign. After 
their dcparture, which I had endeavoured to ha- 
ften by my prayers, 1 faid to myfelf, " Now, Gil 
Blas! now is the time for thee to have refolu- 
tion : arm thyfelf with courage, to finiíh that 

which thou haft fo happily begun. Domingo 

is not in a condition to oppofe thy enterprize, ami 
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Xeonarda clnnot hindcr ks cxccution. Seiwí 
this opportufíity of cfcapiag, than which, per- 
haps, thou wilt nevcr find oiie more favourablc." 
Thcfc fuggcáions fiiled me vwth confidencc : I 
^ot up, took my fword and piftols, and wení firft 
tcm^ards the kitchen; but befare I entered, hear- 
ing Leonarda fpeaking» ftopped, in order to liften. 
Shc was talking to the unknown lady, who, h;ar. 
Ting recovered her fenfes, and underftood the 
wh5c of her misfortune, wept, in the utmoft bk- 
temefs of defpair. — — " Wcep, my child^ (faid 
the oíd beldame to her) diflblve yonrfelf into 
tears, and don't fparc fighs ; for thait will givc 

you cafe. You hav€ had a dangerous quaim; 

but now, thcre is nothing to fear, fincc you íhcd 
abundance of tears. — Your grief will abate by 
Hf tle and little, and yon will foon accuftom your- 
felf to Uyc with our gcntlcmen, who aijp men of 

honour. You will be trcated likc • princefi, 

meet with nething but complaifancc, íind freíh 
proofs of affeálion evcry day, . There are a 
great nwmy women who would be glad to be ia 
your place." 

I did not give Leonarda time to proceed, but 
cntering, clapped a piüoi to her breaft^ and with 
a threatening look, commanded her to furrcnder 
the key of the grate. She was confoundcd at 
my behaviour, and, though almoft at the end of 
her career, fo much attached to hfe, that Ihe 
durft not refufe my demand. Having got the 
key in my pofleffion, 1 addrelled myfelf to tbe 
affiiéíed lady, faying, " Madam, heaven has fent 
you a deliverer ; rife and fbllow me, and I wül 
conduíl you witheiibever you íhall pleafe to cfi- 
red." The lady /did not remain de^ to my 
words, which made fuch'animpreflSon upon her, 
that, fummoning up all the ftrength íhc had left, 

flie 
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íhe got up, a^jd throwing herf^at'my feet, con- 
jured me to prelerve her honour. I raiied hcr, 
and aíluréd hcr, that flie might rcly upon me ; 
then taking fome cords, which I perceived in thc 
kitchen, with her affiftance, I ticd Leonarda to 
the feet of a large tablc, fwearing that if íhc 
operíed her mouth, I would kill her on thc fpot. 
I at'terwards lighted a flambeau, and going witli 
the ftranger into thc room where the gold and 
filver was depofited, filled my pockets with 
pínoles and double pifióles; and to induce the 
lady to follow my example, aflured her, that íhe 
orily took back her own. When we had madc 
a good provifion of this kind, we went towards 
the ftablc, wMch 1 entcred alone with my piflols 
cocked, firmly believing that the negro, in í^itc 
of his gout and rheumatifm, would not fuffer 
me to íaddle and bridle my horfe in quiet; and 
fully refolved to cure him of all his diftempers, if 
he íhould take it in his head to be troublcfome : 
but, by good luck, he was fo overwhclmed with 
the pains he had undergone, and thofe he ftili 
fuflfered, that I brought my horfe out of thc 
ftable, even without his fecming to perceive it ; 
and the lady waiting for me at the door, we 
treadcd, with all difpatch, the paflage that led 
out of the cavem, arrired at the grate, which 
wfe opened, and at laft carne to the trap^oor, 
which we lifted up with great difficulty, or ra- 
ther the deíirc of efcaping ient us new ílrengh, 
without which we íhould not ha ve been able'to 
fucceed. 

Day began to appcar juft as we found our- 
felves delivered from the jaws of this abyís; and 
as we fervently defired to be at a greater diftance 
from it, I threw myfelf intQ the faddle ; the lady 
mounted behiod ute, and folbwing tbe firíl path 
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that prefented itfelf, at a round goÜQp, got out oí 
the foreft in a lliort time, and cntered a plain, 
divided by feveral roads, one of which we took 
at random. I was mortally afraid that it would 
condud us'to Manfilla, where we míght meet 
with Rolando and his confederates; but happily 
my fear was vain. We arrived at the town of 
Aftorga, at two o'clock in the afternoón, where 
peoplc gazed at us with extreme attention, as if 
it haá been an extraordináry thing to fee a wor 
man on horfeback, fitting behind a man. We 
alighted at the firft inn we carne to, where the 
firft thing I did, was to order a partridge and a 
young rabbit to the fire ; and while this was a-: 
doing, I conduded the lady into a chamber, 
where we beg^n to difcourfe with one anothcr ; 
for we had rodé fo faft, that we had no difcourfe 
upon the road. She íhewed how fenfible'lfee 
was of the fervice I had done to her, and obTi^- 
ved, that aftcr I had performed fuch a genei^oiis 
aftíon, íhe could not perfuade herfeif that I was 
a companion of the thieves, from whom I h«d 
refcued her. I told her my ftory, in order to 
confirm the good opinión íhe had conceived of 
me ; and, by that nieans, engaged her to honbur 
me with her confidence^ and inform me of her 
misfortunes, which íhe recounted, as 1 íhall re-» 
late in the-foliowing chapter. 



CHAP. XL 

The hí/lory of Donna Mencia of Mofquera. 

T WAS born at Valladolid, and my ñame w 

I Donna Mencia Mofquera. Don Martin my 

father, after having fpent aknoft his whole patrí- 

mony 



y VJ^^^V^/Vl^ 



Tb¿I/^ ^ 




Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



V \ i »■- - 



:i-:.v YORi 



-IjU JC LiBRARY 



A6T0f», LtNOX ANO 
TILDAN FOUNOATIOW^^ 



dbyGoOgl^ 



aiL BLAS, ' 4^ 

mony in the fervice óf his king, was killcd ín 
Portugal, at the head of his own regiment, and 
left me fo moderately provided, that though I 
was an only child, I was fa^ from being a good 
match. I did not want admirers, however, in 
fpite of the lowneís of tny fortune : a good many 
of the moft confiderable cavaliers in Spain made 
their addrefles to me ; bvit he who attrafted my 
attention moft, was Don Alvaro de Mello : he 
was indeed more handfome than any of his ri- 
vals; but more fubftantial qualifications deter- 
mined me in his favour : he was cndowed with 
prudence, probity and valour, and withal the* 
moft gallant man in the world : when he gave 
cntertainments, nothing could be more elegant, 
and when he appeured at tournaments, every 
body admired his vigour and addrefs : I preferred 
him therefore to all others, and married him ao 
cordingly. 

A few days after our marriage, he happened 
to raeet with Don Andrea de Baéfa, who had 
been one of his rivals, in a prívate place, where 
quarrelling with each other, they came to blows, 
and Don Andrea loft his life in the rencounteri 
As he was nephew to the corregidor of Vallado- 
lid, a violent man, and mortal enemy to the fa- 
mily of Mello, Don Alvaro knew he could not 
lea ve the city too foon : he returned home in a 
hurry, and while they faddled his horfe, told me 
what had happened. — " My dear Mencia, (faid 
he) we muft partí You know the corregidor: 
don't let US then flatter ourfelves, for he will pro- 
fecute me with the utmoft rancour; and as you 
are not ignorant of his credit, you know 1 can- 
not be íkfe in this kingdom." He was fo niuch 
penetrated with his own forrow, and with that 
which he faw take pofleffion of my breaft, th^ 
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he could fay no more ; and when I h^d prevail- i 
ed upen him to furnifti iiimfelf with fome mo- 
ney and jewels, be clafped me in his arms, and» 
during a whole quarter of an hour, we did no- 
thing but mingle our fighs and tears. At laft, 
being told thc horfe was ready, he tore himfelf 
froni me^ he departed, and left me in a condi- 
tion not to be defcribed. Happy ? had the ex- 
cefs of my afflidion, at that time, put an end to 
my life ! what troubles and forrows would ray 
death have prevented ! Some hours after Don 
Alvaro was gone, the corregidor being informed 
of his flight, ordered him to be purfued, and 
.fpared nothing to have him in his power : but 
my huíband always baffled his purfuit, and kept 
bimfelf fecure, in fuch a manner, that the judge 
found himfelf obliged to limit his revenge to the 
fole fatisfactioa oí ruining the fortune of a man, 
whofe blood he wanted to íhed; his eíForts were 
«ot unfuccefsful, all tlie efteds of Doa Alvaro 
being confifcated. / 

Left in a moft afSiéting fituation, an4 having 
/caree vvhere withal to fublift, I began to Uve a 
yery folitary life, all my attendants beingTeduced 
to one raaid. I fpent the day in bemoaning, not* 
an indigence, which I could have borne with pa- 
tience ; but the abfenCe of my dear huíband, 
whofe condition I was utterly ignorant of, al-* 
though he had promifed, in his laft melancholy 
adieu, that he would take care to inform me of 
his lot, into whatever part of the world his cruel 
fate íhould conduck him. Neverthelefs, fe ven 
long years elapfed, without my hearing the*leaft 
account. of him; and this uncertainty of his de- 
fliny plunged me into an abyfs of forro w? At 
lail I was told, that, in fighting for the king of 
Portugal in Fex, he had loít his life in battle. A 

man 
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Tpan lately returned froin Afric confirraed this 
report, afluring me, that he was perfedly well 
acquainted with Don Alvaro de Mello, had fer- 
ved with him in the Portüguefe army, and even 
faw him fall in the aótion : to this^ he added ma- 
ny other oircumftances, which perfuaded me, that 

.my huíband was no more." 

At that time, Don Ambrofia Mefia Carillo, 
marquis of Guardia, carne to Valladolid; he was 
ene of thofe oíd lords who, by the politenefs and 
gallantry of their manners, make people forget 
their age, and.continue ílill agrecable to the la- 
dies : one day hearing, by accident, the ftory of 
Don Alvaro; and being delirous of feeing me, 
on account of the piélure which had been drawn 
of me ; for the íatisfadion of his curiofity, he 
engaged one of my relations, who carried me to 
her houfe. Seeing me there, I had the fortune 
to pleafe him, in ípite of the remarkable impref- 
fion which grief had made on my countenance, i 
but why do I fay, in fpite of it ? perhaps he was 
touched alone by my fad and languiíhtng air, 
which prepoflefled him in favour ot my fideiity. 
Jfíis love,in all probability, was the effed of my 

' melancholy ; for he told me more than once^ that 
he looked upon me as a miracle of conftancy ; 
and that, for this realbn, he even envied the fate 
of my huíband, how deplorable foever it was in 
other refpecls. In a word, he was ftruck at fight 
of me, and had no occafion to fee me a fecond 
time, in order to take the refolution of making 
me his wife. 

He chofe the interceífion of my kinfwoman 
to'wards che obtaining of my confent, She carne 
to my lodgmgs accordingly, and reprefented to 
me, that my huíband having ended his days in 
the kingdom of Fez, as we had been informed^ 
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it was not reafonable that I íhould bury xny 
charms any longer; that I hád fufficiently be- 
wailed the fate of a man with whom I had been 
united but a few moments; and that I ought to 
profit hy the occafion that now prefented itíelf; 
by which means I íliould be the háppieft woman 
in the world. Then íhe extoUed the great fa- 
mily of the oíd marquis, his vaft eftate, and un- 
bleniifhed cliarafter : but her eloquence in dil^ 
playing the advantages he poíTeíTed was in vain : 
it was not in her power to perftiade me; not 
that 1 doubted the death of Don Alvaro, or was 
reñrained by the fear of feeing him again, when 
1 íhould leaft expeét him ; the little inclinatiou, 
or rather the reludance, I felt for a fecond inar- 
riage, after having fuffered fo many misfortunes 
by my firft, was the only obftacle my rplation 
had to remove. She did not difpair for all thnt; 
on the contrary, it redoubled her zeal for Den 
AmbKoíio ; ílie engaged my whole fanüíy in the 
intereíls of that lord ; my relations prefled rae 
to accept of fueh an advantageous match j 1 was 
every moment befieged, importuned, and tor- 
mented ; "and my miíery, which daily encrpafed, 
contributed oiot a little to overeóme my refiií- 
ance. 

. Being uñable, therefore, to hold out any long- 
er, I yieided to their preíling inílances, and mar- 
ried the marquis of Guardia, who, the day after 
our nuptials, carried me ta a very fine caftle 
which he had, fituated near Burgos, between 
Grajal and Rodillas. He conceived the moft 
violen t' paíiion for me, and I obferved in the 
wKole of his behaviour the utmoft defire of pJea- 
iing me. His only íludy wi s to anticipafe my 
wílhcs. No huíband had eVer fuch a tender re- 
gard for his wife; and no lover ever íhevved 

^ , i^nijre 
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more complaifance to his mtftrefs. I íhould have 
been paflíionately fond of Don Ambrofio, not- 
withílanding the difproportion of our years, bad 
rteen capable of loving any one after Don Al- 
varo; but a conftant heart can never change. 
The endeavours of my fecond hulband to pieafe 
me were rcndered ineíFeélual by the remem- 
branca of my firft ; fo that I could only requite 
his tendernefs with puré fentiments of gratitude.' 
I was in this difpofiticn, wheii, one day, ta- 
king the air at the window of my apartment, I 
perceived, in the garden, a kind of peafant, who 
eameftly looked at me : thinking he was the gar- 
dener's fervant, I took no notice of him ; bnt 
next day, being again át the window, I faw him 
in the fame place, and he feemed to view me 
with uncommon attention. Struck with this 
circumftance, I looked at him in my turn, and 
after having fometime coniídered him, thought ' 
I recollefted the features of the unfortunate Don 
Alvaro ! This apparition raifed an inconceivable 
tumult within me ! 1 íhrieked aloud ; but, luck- 
ily, there was nobody prefent, except Inez, who 
of all my fervants enjoyed the greateft íliareof 
my confidence. When I imparted to her the 
fuípicion that alarmed me, Ihe laughed at my ap- 
prehenfion, believing that my eyes were impofed 

upon by fome ílight refemblance. ^" Recol- 

leél youifelf, Madam, (faid íhe) and don't ima- 
gine you have feen your furmér huíband : what 
likelihood is there, that he íhould b&here in the 
drefs of a peafant ? or, indeed, what probability is 
there of his being alivc ? I will go down into the 
garden,^ (added íhe) and talk to this country- 
man, arid when I have leamed who he is, come 
back and let you know." Inez a<ícordingly 
wcnt into the garden, and foon after rccurned ta 
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my' apartment m great emotion, faying, " Ma* 
dam, your fnfpicion is but too juft ! it is Don 
Alvaro liiiTifelf whom you have feen! he has 
difcovered himfelf, and demands a fecret inter- 
view." 

Asi had, at that very time, an opportunity of 
recciving Doq Alvaro, the marquis being at 
Burgos, I ordered my maid to bring him- into my 
clofet, by a prívate ílair-cafe. You iliay welL 
think that I was in a terrible agitation, and al- 
together unable to fupport the prefence of a majx 
vho had a rif.bt to load me with reproaches. As 
fpon as he appeared^ I fainted away, Inez and 
h« flew. ta my aíliílance, and when they had 
brought me out of Iny fwoon, Don Alvaro fafd, 
** Madarp, for heaven's fake, compofe yourfelf ; 
let not my prefence be a pupifliment to you ; I 
l^aye ix) inteiition to give you the leaíl pain ; I 
come not as a furious huíband to cali you to arx 
account of your phghted troth, and upbraid you 
vt'kh the fecondengagement you have contracled : 
I fcnow very well, that it was the work of your 
rjelations : I am acquainted with all the perfecu- 
tions you have fuíFered on that fcore: Befides, 
the réport of my death was fpread all over Valla- 
dolid ; and you had the more reafon to.believe 
it true, as no letter from me aflured you of the 
contrary : In íhort, I k^iow in what manner you 
have lived fince our cruel feparation, ajid that 
neceffity, jzather than love, has thrown you into 

the arms o{^ ." " Ah, Sir ! (cried I, inter- 

rupting hím) wby will you excufe your unliap- 
py wife ! íhe is criminal fince you hve! why aoi 
1 aot ftill in that miferable fituation in which I 
li^ed |>cfore I gave my hand to Don Ambrofio ¡ 
E^jyLauptials ! I íhould then, at leaíl, have had 
1F . . ^ the 
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tbe confolation in mj mifery to fee you again 
without a blulh." 

** My dear Mencia I (replied Don Alvaro, with 
a look that teftified how much he was aífe¿led by 
my téars) I do not complain ; and far fi a n re^ 
proaching you with the fpleiidid canditioa ia 
which 1 find you, by all my hopes I thank hea*- 
ven for it* Since ihe melancholy day of my de- 
parture from Valladolid, fate has been alway$ 
adverfe, and my life but a chain of misfortwmes ; 
and, to crown'my mifery, it never was ia my 
power to let you hear from me ! Too confident 
of íij^our iove, I inceíTantly reprefentéd to myfelf 
the condition to which my fatal tendeniefs haá 
reduced you. My imagination paínted Donnar 
Mencia in hcr tears ! You was the greateft of all 
my misfortunes ; and fometimes, I muíl confefe, 
I have looked upon myfelf as a criminal, in ha-» 
ving had the good foitune to pleetfe you: I have 
wiited that your aíFeóHons had inclinad towarda^ 
fbiTie one ofmyrivals, íince^he preference yoa 
gave to me had coíí you fo dear. Neverthelefs, 
after feven years of fuíFering, more m Iqve thaa 
ever, 1 was refolved to fee you. I could not re« 
üíl this defire, which, at the end of a long ílavery 
having an opportunity to fatisfy, I went, iathis 
difguife, to Valladolid, at tÜe hazard «f my life ^ 
there,^ being inforaied of every thing, I carne hi- 
ther,.and found means to introduce myfelf into 
the family of the gardener, who has hired me to* 
work under him. You fee in what mannerl 
have f oiiduéled myfelf to obtain this priv-ate in- 
terview ; but do not imagine that my defign is 
to difturb the felicity you enjoy, by remaining in» 
this place. No ! 1 Iove you more than-myfelf i 
I have the utmoft regard for your repofe ; ani 
now thaí I have had the melancholy fati^fa¿k¡tQn> 
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of converfing with you, will go and finiíh, at a dí- 
ftance, that miferable lifc, which I facrifice to 
your quiet.** 

•• No, Don Alvaro ! no ! fcried I at thefe 
words) I will not fufFer you to leave me a fecond 
time ! I will go along with you, and death alone 
fliall divide us!** " Take my advice, (faid he) 
and live with Don Ambrofia ; do not aflbciate 
yourfelf with my misfortunes, but leave me a- 
lone to fupport the weight of them." He faid 
other things to the fame purpofe;. but the ijore 
he feemed willing to facrifice himfelf to my hap- 
pinefs, I felt mvfelf the lefs'difpofed to confeti!*ío 
it ; and when he faw me firmly refolved to fol- 
low him, he changed his tone all of a fudden^ 
and aíTuming a more ferene air, faid, ** Madam, 
fince you have ftill fo much love for Don AU 
varo, as to prefer his raifery to tlíe profperity you 
now enjoy, let us go and live at Betancos, at 
the farther end of the kingdom of Gállicia, 
where I have a fecret retreat. Although niy 
misforunes have ruíned my eílate, they have not 
yet deprived me of friends : I have ftill fome faith- 
ful ones remaining, who have put me in a condi- 
tion to carry you off : by thcir affiftance I have 
provided a coach at Zamora, bought mules and 
horfcs,andamaccompanied by three refolute Gal- 
licians,armedwithcarabines andpiftols,who wait 
fbr my orders at the village of Rodillas. Let us 
thefefore (added he) take the advantage of Don 
Ambrofio's abfence : I will order the coach to 
come to the caftle-gatc, and we will fet otit in- 
ftantly. I confented. Don Alvaro flew to Ro- 
dillas, and retumed in a íhort time, with his three 
attendants^ to carry rpe ofF from the midft of my 
women, who not knowing what to think of this 
cvent, ran all away in the utmoft confternation : 

'^^" laez 
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Irtez alone was privy to it, but reftifed to attack 
her fortune to mine, becaufe íl^e was iu love with 
3 válet de cljambre of Don Ambrofio. 

I got into ihc coach with Don Alvaro, carry- , 
ing nothing with me but ray own clothés, and 
fome jcwels I had before my fecond marriage ; 
for I would take nothing that the marquis had 
given me, on tbat occaíion. We took the road 
to Gallicia, without knowing if we Ihould be fo 
happy as tp reach it, having reafon to fear that 
Don Ambrofio, at bis return, would puvfue m 
with a great number of people, and overtakc us» 
Nevertheleís^ we continued ouf journey two 
days« without feeing ooe hocfeman bebind u&j 
and, in bopes that the thírd would pafs ia tha 
fame manner, were converling with eacbother iq 
great tranqukUity ; Don Alvaro had juíl recount- 
ed the nielancholy adventure which had give# 
ófe t9 tbe report of his deatb ; and how, aftet 
having been a flave fíve years, he bad recovere^ 
his überty ; when yefterday, on tbe road to León» 
we met thofe thieves, with whom you waa ia 
company. He is the perfon whom they morder^ 
^, with all his attendanís, aod for whom tbe£r 
my t^rs are íhed. 



CHAP. XIL 



Qf tbe difagrceable mam$er in wbicb Gü Blat 
and tbe lady were interrupied. 

DÓNNA Mencia having ended her reiation, 
íhed a torrent of tears, while I, letting her 
give free vent to her fighs, wept alfo ; fo natural 
is it to intereft one's fcif for the unfortunate, e- 
fpecially for a fine lady in diftrefs. ' I was going 
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to aík what íhe intended to do in the preíeAt 
conjunfture ; and perhaps Ihe was about to con- 
ftilt me on the fanie fubjeft, when our converfa- 
tíon was interrapted by a greal noife in the inn, 
which, in fpitc of us, attraíled our attention. 
This noife was occafioned by the arrrval of the 
corregidor, foUowed by two alguazils * and a 
guard, who, without any ceremony, entered the 
room where we were. A gentleman who accom- 
panied them approached me firft, and ex^mi- 
ning my drefs, had no occaiíon to hefitate^ long, 
but cried, " By St Jago ! this is my individual 
éoublet, as eafy to be known again as my horfe : 
you may apprehend this gallant on my tefti- 
mony ; he is one of the thieves who ha ve an un- 
known retreatfome where in this country.*' 

At this difcouríe, by whichJL^tiíiderftood he 
was the gentleman who haí"6een robbed, and 
whofe fpoils I was unlucky in pofleífion of, I was 
¿irprized, confounded, and difmayed! The cor- 
regidor, whde úfñct obliged bim to put a bad 
conltrudion on my diforder, rather than inter- 
pret it favourably ; concladed that I was not ac- 
cufed without reafon, and prefuming that the 
lady might be an accomplice, ordered us to be 
imprifoned feparately. This judge, far from be- 
ing one of thofe who aflume a ftern countenance, 
was all foftne& s^nd fmijes ; but God knows if he 
was a bit the hetter for that^ for I was no fooner 
committed, than he carne into the jail witli his 
two terrier», 1 mean the alguazils, who (not 
forgetting their laudable cuftom) began to rum- 
mage me in a moment. What aglorious wind* 
fall was this for thofe honell gentlemen ! 1 dó 
not believe that ever they got íuch a booty be- 

* Alguazils are attcndants oí juAice, whofe ofiice refeoí* 
bles that of our baíliffs. 
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fbre: at every handful of pillóles tliey puUed 
out, I faw their eyes fparkle with joy ; the ^or- 
regiclor, in particular, was tranfported I " Cbild, 
(faid he, with a voice full of meekiiefs) we muft 
do our duty, but be not afraid: if thou art in- 
nocent, thou íhalt fuftain no harm.** In the 
mean time, with all their gentlenefs,theyemptied 
my pockets and even r^bed me of that which 
the thieves had refpeded, linean my uncle's 
forty ducats : their greedy and indefatigable 
hand fearched me from head to fioot ; they turn- 
ad me about on all fides, and even ftrípped me 
to fee if I had any money between my Ihirt and 
my íkin. When they had dexteroufly acquitted 
themíelves in this manner, I was interrogated by 
the corregidor, to whom I ingenuoüfly recounted 
every thmg that had happened to me He or- 
dered my depoíition to be taken in writing, and 
then went away witji his attendants and my 
coin, leaving me entirely naked among ft'raw. 

. ** O Ufe 1 (cried I, when 1 found myfelf alone 
in this condition) how full of capricious acci- 
dents and difappointmcnts art thoú I Since I left 
Oviedo, I ha ve met with nothing but misfortunes! 
Scarcc had I got out of one danger, when I fell 
intoanother! and_whcn I carne into this town, 
I was far from thinking that I íhould fo foon be- 
come acquainted with the corregidor/' While 
1 made thefe vain refledlions, I put on again the 
curfed doublet, and the rcíl of the drefe which 
my evil genius had lent me ; then exhorting* 
myfelf to take courage, " Gome, Gil Blas, (faid 
¡I to myfelf) ífeew thy fortitude ; it íhall ill be- 
tome thee to deípair in an ordinary prifon, after 
' iving put thy patience to fuch a fe veré trial in 
le fubterranean abyís ! But alas ! added I (^in a 
forrowful toae}^! an^uije myfelf } how íhiM í 
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efcape from henee, when I am ntterly deprived 
of the mcans! In eíFea, I had too good realbn to 
fay fo ; for a prifoner without money is like a 
bird whofe wings are clipped. 

Inflead of the partridge and rabbit I had be- 
fpoke, they «bTPnght to me a iittle brown bread 
and a pitcher of water, and left me to fr^t at ki- 
f\ire in a dungeon, where I rcmained fifteen whofe 
days, without feeing a human creature, exccpt 
the tumkey, who carne every morning to renew 
rrfy provifion. As often as I faw him I endea- 
vourcd to fpeak and enter into converfation with 
him, in order to dircrt me a littk; b^it this ve- 
nerable perfon made no anfwer to what I faid ; 
I could not extraél ene word from him; nay, for 
the moft part, he came in and went out, without 
fo much as deigning me a look. On the fixtecnth 
da^, the corregidor coming in, fáid, **Thou mayeft 
now givc a loofe to joy. 1 bríng thce agreeable 
tidings. I ha ve ordered the lady who was along 
with thee, to be conduéled to Burgos. I exami- 
ned her before her departure, and her aínlwers 
have exculpated thee. Thou íhalt be enlargcd 
this very day, provided that the muleteer, with 
whom (as thou íayeíl) thou cameft from Penna- 
flor to Cacabek)s, confirms thy depoíition. He is 
now in Allorga, and I have fent for him; and^ if 
he agrees with thee, in the adrenture of the rack, 
I will inftantly fet thee free." 

Thefe words gave me infinite joy ! I looked 
«pon myfelf as aiready acquit-ted ! 1 thanked the 
jüdge for his jult and expeditious decifion ; and 
had not quite íiniíhed my conjpUment, when tfee 
carrier, conduéled by two íbídiers, arrired, I 
remembered his face immediately; but he, ha- 
ying without doubt foid my portmanteau, and all 
that was íh it, was afraid of bclng dijUged \o re- 
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ftore the money he had received for it, if htf 
íhould own thát he kaew me; and therefore 
aífirmed, with aftoifíiíhing aíTurance, that far from 
knowing qae, he had never feen me before ! " Ah, 
traitor, (cried I) rather confefs thut thou haft ibld 
my goóds ; and bear witnefs to the truth : look 
at me agaiix. I am one of the young peoplc 
whom you threatened with the torture, at the 
boroughof Cacabelos, and frightened very much." 
The camer anfwered coldly, that 1 talked of an 
afiair of which he was utterly ignorant ; and as 
he maintained to the laíl, tnat 1 was unknown -tp 
hitn, my enlargement was deferred till another 
time; fo that 1 was obliged to arm myfelf with 
patience a-ncw, and refolve to regale myfelf ftill 
with my bread and water, and a light of the filent 
tumkey. — ^The thoughts of bcing unuble to free 
myfelf from the claws of juílicc, although I was 
not guilty, of the leaft crime, threw me into def- 
pair ! I wiíhed myfelf again in the cavern. 
" where in the main (faid 1 to piyfelf) I was lefs 
diíagreeably fituated than in this dangeoa ; 
there I eat and drank in plenty, converfed with 
the robbers, and hved in the fweec hope of ma- 
king my cfcape ; inftead of which, notwithftand- 
ing my innócence, 1 íhall perhaps think myfelf 
happily quit, to gct out of thia place, in order to 
be fcnt to the galleys." 



C H A P. XIII. 
By wbat accident Gil Blas moas fet at libcrty at 
la/t; and wbether he dircEiedhiSsCOurJe. 

TITHILE I palled my days in cntertaining my- 
felf with thefe xcfleáions, my advcntur^s» 
fuch as^ they appeared in my dej^ofition, fpread 
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all over the town ; upon wíiich manjr people, 
being curious to fee me, carne and prefented 
thémlelves, one after another, at a fmall cfaink 
through which the light was conveyed into my 
prifon; and atter having obferved me fot fomc 
time, went away, I was farprized at this novel- 
ty; íbr lince the day of my imprifonment, I had 
not before feen a living íbul at that x\dndow, 
which ferved to enlighten a court where horror 
reigned in íilence. Guelfing from this, that I 
made forae noife in town, I did not know whether 
to ¡nterprct it as a good or bad omen. 

One of the firft that offered themfelves to my 
view was the little ballad-finger of Mondonedo, 
fWho, having been equally afraid oT the tortore, 
had fled as well as I. — I knew him again imme- 
diately, and, as he did not prctend to have forgot 
me, we faluted one another, and falling into a 
long converfation, I was obliged to repeat my ad- 
ventares a-new : for his part he informad me ef 
what had happened at the inn at Cacabelos, bc- 
tween the carrier and the new-married wife, after 
we had been driven away by a panic : in a word, 
he acquainted me with the whole of what I have 
already rehearfed on that fubjeél. Aftcrwaids 
taking leave of me for the prefent, he promiíed, 
withoút lofs of time, to labour for my deliverance; 
and every body who carne (as he did) through 
curiofity, feemed aíFecied with my mistortune, 
and even aíTured me, that they would join the 
little ballad-finger, and do all that Izy in xYmx 
power to procure my enlargement. 

They kept their promife eíFeAually, and fpókt 
in my behalf to the corregidor, who no longcr 
doubting my innocence, efpecially when the 
ballad-finger had told him what he knew of thí 
matter, at the end of three weeks carne hato %hi 
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JPrífon, and faid, **Gil Blas, I don^t chufe to pro- 
tjrad things : go, thou art free, and mayeíl quit 
^ht prifon when thou wilt. But tell me, (pur^- 
fucd he) if thou Ihould'ft be brought to the wood 
Jnwhich the fubterranean retreat is, couldft thou 
n(A find it put?'* " No, Sir, (I replied ;) for as I 
went m at night, and carne out beforc day, it 
would be impoffible for me to fix upon the fpot." 
Upon this the judge withdrew, telling me, that 
he was going to order the tumkey to fet the 
prifou doors open for me. In eíFeéí, the gaoler 
carne into my dungeon a moment after, with 
ene of bis men carrying a bundle of clothes; and 
ftripping me (with a ¿rave and lilent air) of my 
d^iblet and brceches, which were made of fine 
cloth, and almoft new, they put on me a íhabby 
footman's frock, and puflied me out by the 
Ihoulders, 

The joy that prifoners commonly feel in reco- 
Tcring their liberty, was moderated by my con- 
fufion in feeing myfelf fo poíoriy equipped ; and 
1 was tempted to leave the town inftantly, that 
I might: withdraw myfelf from the eyes of the 
people, whofe looks I could fcarce~ endure: but 
my gratitade gotthe betterof mylhame: I^ent 
to thank the ballad-linger to whom I was fo much 
obliged ; and he could not help laughing when 
he faw me.—" What a ftrange figure you are I 
(faid he :) Juftice I fee has been done you in áll 
her forms." — '* I do not complain of juftice, (I 
replied :) íhe is moft equitable : I wiíli only that 
all her officers were honeft men. They ought at 
leaft to have fpared my clothes, which I think I 

paid for pretty handfomely." " I think fo too 

(faid he ;) but they will tell you, thefe are for- 

malities which muft be obferved. What! do 

I you think (for exampk) that your horfe has been 
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reftored to thc right owner? Not at all; I aflore 
you he is now aáually in the ftabk of the town- 
clerk, where he has been depofited as a prooí" of 
the robbery ; and I doñ't believe the poor gen- 
tleman wiÜ erer retrieve fo rnuch as thc crupper. 
— But let US Ihift our difcourfe (continued he:) 
wbat is your delign ? what fcheme do you intend 
to profecute at prefent?" *' I want to go to Bur- 
gos, (faid I) in order to find out the lady I deli- 
vercd, who will give me a few pifióles, with 
whicli I will purchafe a new caíTock, and re- 
pair tó Salamanca, where I will endeavour to 
make my Latintum to fome advantage. All I 
am concerned at is, that I arrt at fome diílance 
from Burgos, and íhall want fubíiílence on the 
road." '* I underftand you (he replied :) Ihere is 

niy purfe: 'tis, indeed, a little low; but a 

ballad-finger, you know, is not a biíliop." Ai 
the fame time he flipped it into my hand fo cheer- 
íuily, that I could not for my foul rcfufe the of* 
fer, fuch as it was, I thanked him as much as if 
he had givcn me all the gold in Perú, and made 
a thoufand profeílions of* fervice, whrch I never 

:^l)ad an opportunity to perform. Then, bid- 

áin|^ him farewell, I left the town, witheut ha- 
ving vifited thofe other perfons who had contri- 
buted to my cnlargement; contenting myfelf 
with beílowing upon them in my own thoughts a 
thoufand benedidions. 

The little ballad-finger was in the right to 
fpeak modefty of his purfe, in which I found 
very litÜc money : but, happily for me, I had 
been ufed to a very frugal diet ; and I had 
ílill fome riáis lift, when I arrived at the borough : 
of Ponte de Muía, which, is but a little w^y.fronaj 
Burgos.-^Here I halted to enquire about Donna 
Mencia, íind going into an inn, the raiftrefs of 

whic i 
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which was a little, lean, fierce, infolent creature, 
I perceived at once, by the difdainful look ñie 
darted at me, that my frock was not at all to 
her liking ; a difguíl which I forgave with all 

my heart. 1 fat down at table where I ate 

fome bread and cheefe, and fwallowed a few 
draughts of execrable wine, which they brought 
for me; and dufing this repaft,. which was very 
well fuited to my drefs, I wanted to enter into 
convcrfatíon with my landlady.— I begged her 
to tell me if íhe knew the marquis of Guardia; 
if his caftle was far from the borough; and, in 
particular, if íhe had heard what was become of 
the marchionefs his lady : " You aflc a great ma- 
ny queílions," (replied ílie, with a ícornful look): 
íhe told me however, (though with a very bad 
grace) that the caílle of Don Ambrofia was but 
a íhort league from Ponte de Muía. 

When I had done eating and drinking, (it be- 
ing by this time pretty late) I expreíTed a defire 
of going to reíl, and bade them íliew me into a 
bed-chamber. " A bed-chamber for you! (faid 
the landlady, darting at mea look fuU of haughti- 
nefs and contempt) I have no bed-chambers for 
people who fup on a morfel of cheefe.— All my 
beds are befpoke : — I expeft gentleraeñ of im- 
portance to lodge here to-night, fo that all I can 
do for you is to quarter you in the barn ; and it 
won*t (I fuppofe) be the firft time you have ílept 
upon ílraw." She did not know how true ílifr ' 
fpoke ; but I made no reply, and very wifely 
condeícended to fneak into the ílraw, where in a 
very íhort time I flept like one who had fuíFered 
much fatigue. 

1 
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C H A P. XVI. , 

Ofbij reception at Burgos by Dorma Mencia. 

IDH) not lie a-bed like a fluggard next morn- 
ing, but went to reckon with my landlady, 
who feemed lefs proud and ínappiíb than íhe had 
bcen the night before ; a change that I aíciibed 
to the prefence of three honeft foldiers belonging 
to the holy brotherhood, who converfed with her 
in a very familiar manner. — — They had lodgcd 
all night at the inn, and it was, doubtléfs, for 
thefe g€ntlémen of iraportance that all the beds 
ha,d been befpoke. 

Enquiring in the borougli the way to the callle 
whither I wanted to go, I addreffed myíelf by 
accident to a man of the charader of my. land- , 
lord at Pennaflor; not contented with anfwer- 
ing the quetlion I alked, he let me know that 
Don Ambrofio was dead three weeks ago, and 
that the marchionefs his lady had retired into a 
convent at Burgos, which he named* — ^I repaired 
immediately to that city, inftead of folio wing 
the road to the caftle, as I formerly intended^ 
and flying diredly to the convent where ílie was^ 
begged the favour of the portrefs to tell her, thafi 
a young man, juft releafed from the gaol of A- 
ftorga, defired to fpeak with her. The nun. went 
immediately to do what I defired, and returning, 
iiltroduced me into a parlour where I had not 
been long when 1 faw the . widow of Don Am- 
brofio appear at the grate in deep mourning. 

" You are welcome (faid the lady to me:). 

four days I wrote to a \ ;-rfon at Afliorga, defiring 

him to go to you from me, and tell you that I 

^ fliDuld 
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ftiould be glad to fee you, as foon as 70U íhould 
be releafed ; and I did not doubt of your being 
enlarged m a very littlc time, what I faid to the 
corregidor in your behalf having been fufficient 

for that purpofe. In a^fwer to this he wrote, 

that you had recoyered your liberty, but nobody 
knew wliither you was gone ; fo that I was at- 
raid I íhould never Jee you again, and confe- 
quently be deprived of the pleafure of manifeft- 
ing my gratitude. — Don't be alhamed» (added 
Ihe, obferving my confulion on account of ap- 
pearing before her in fuch a miferable drefs) let 
Dot your prefent condition give you the leaft un- 
eafineís. Aftcr the important fervice you have 
done roe, I Íhould be the moft ungrateful of all 
women, if 1 negleíled to do foinetbing for you : 
I intcnd to extricate you out of the wretched 
fituatíon in which you are ; it is my duty, and 
I ara able to perforra it — ^-the confiderable 
wealth I am now ipiílrefs of, impowering me ta 
acquit myfelf towaids you, without incommoding 
myfelf. 

•* You know (contmued íhe) my adventures 
to the day on which we were both imprifoned ;, 
and 1 wiU tell you what has happened to me 
fince* — When the corregidor of Aílorgo had or- 
dered me to be condudcd to Burgos, after ha- 
ving heard from my mouth a faithful relation of 
my ílory, I repaired to Don Ambrofio's caílle,, 
where my retum occafioned extreme furprife, 
though I was told it was too late; for the mar- 
quis, thunder-llruck at the news of my flight, 
had fallen ill, and the phyficians defpaired of 
his life. This was freíli caufe for rae to com- 
plain of the rígour of my fate : neverthelefs, ha- 
ving advertifed him of my arrival, I entered his 
cbamber, and runnmg to liis bed-üde, threw my- 
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felf on my knees, my face bathed in tears, and 
my hcart opprefled with the moft affliding grief ! 
** What brings you hither ? (faid he, when he 
perceived me) Are you come to contémplate 
your own work ? Was it not fufficient for you ta 
depiive me of life, but you muft alfo have the 
fatisfaílion of being an eye-witnefs of my death?** 
No, my lord, (I replied) Inez muft have told you, 
that I fled with my huíband ; and had it not 
been for the difmal accident which has robbed 
me of liim, you never Ihould have feen me a- 
gain ! At the fame time I let him know, that 
Don Alvaro had been murdered by robbers, who 
afterwards carried me to their fubterranean re- 
treat : and, in Ihort, informed him of all that 

Kad happened. When I had done fpeaking, 

Don Ambrofio ftretched out his hand to me, fay- 
ing, with the utmoft tendernefs, " I am fatisfied 

1 ceafe to complain : why fliould I re- 

proach you! having found again a huíband 
whom you deariy loved, you abandoned me to 
follow his fortune; ought I to blame you for 
füch a condud? No, Madam, I ihould have been 
in the wrong to murmur at it, therefore would 
not fuffer you to be purfued : I revered the fa- 
cred rights of your raviíher, and even your in- 
clinations towards him. In fine, I do you ju- 
ñice; and, by your retum, you have retrieved 
all my tendernefs ! Yes, my dear Mencia, your 
preíence overwhelms me withjoy! but alas! it 
will not laft long. I feel my laíl hour approach- 
ing ! Scarce are you reftored to my arms, when 
I muft bid you an eternal adieu I" At thefe af- 
feding words, my tears redoubled! I felt and 
expreífed an immoderate affliftion ! I queftion if 
the death of Don Alvaro, wí|om I adored, had 
coft me more fighs ! Don Ambrofia's prefage of 
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his oUH death was but too truc : he expired tiext 
day; and I réraained miftrefs of a confiderable 
eftate which be had fettled upon me, at our mar- 
riage. I intend to make rio bad ufe of ít. The 
worid íhall not fee me (though I am ftill young} 
tbrow myfelí' into the arms of a third huíband : 
for befides that I think fuch a conduét would be 
inconfiftcnt with the virtue and delicacy of my 
fex, i own I have no longer any relilh for the 
world; but defign to end my days in this con- 
vent, and becóme a benefaélrefs to it. 

Such was the difcourfe of Donna Mencia, who 
taking out a purfe from under her robe, put it in 
my hand, faying, " Herq are an hundred ducats, 
which I give yoii only to buy clothes; come and 
fee me again, after you have equipped yourfelf; 
fcM" I do not confine my gratitude within fuch 
narrow bounds/' I gave the lady a thoufand 
thanks; and fwore I would not depart from Bur- 
gos, witbout taking ieave oí ber : artcr this oath, 
which I had no mtention to break, I went in 
queft of an inn, and goin^ into the firíl I per- 
ceived, demanded a room, tellíng the landlord 
(to prevent the bad opinión he might coaceive 
of me, from the íhabby frock) that notwith- 
ftanding my ^ppearance, i was in a condition to 
pay handfomely for my lodging. Atthefe words, 
the innkeeper, whofe ñame was Majuelo, natural- 
ly a great wag, furveying me from top to bottom, 
anfwered dryly, with a farcaílic fneer, there was 
no occafion for fuch an aflurance, to perfuade 
hím that I íhould fpend like a prince in his houfe: 
for he difcovered fomething noble in me, by my 
drefs ; and in íliort, did not doubt that I was a 
gentleman of a very independent fortune. I 
could ealiiy pcrceive that the rafcal rallied me, 
and in order to put an end to his witticifms, 

fliewed 
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íhewed my purfe. I even counted my ducaA 
on a table before him, and obferving that my 
coin altered his opinión very much in my favour, 
defired he would recommend me to a tailor, 
" You had better (faid he) fend for a broker, 
who will bring along w ith him all kinds of ap- 
parel ready made, and íit you in a trice." I ap^ 
proved of his advice, and refolved to follow it : 
but the day being near a clofe, deferred my pur- 
chafe till next morjiing, and thou^ht of nothing 
but making a good fupper, to indemnify me fbf 
the íbrry meáis I had made fince my deliverance 
from the cavem. 



CHAP. XV. 

Of tbe marmer in whicb Gil Blas dreffed bimfef 
Of the prefent he received from tbe iadjy 
^and the equipage in whicb be departed Jrom 
Burgos. 

THEY brought for my fupper a huge fricaflee 
of íheep trotters, which I picked to the 
bones ; and having drank in proportion, betook 
myfelf to reft. As I had the convenience of a 
good bed, I was in hopes of enjoying a íbund 
flecp: but for all that, couldnot clofe my eyes; 
my thoughts being engroífed in detennining up- 
on the drefs I was to choofe. " What muft I 
do? (faid I to myfelf) profecute my firft defign, 
buy a calfock, and go to Salamanca in queft of a 
tutor's place: But why íhould I take the habit 
of a licentiate ? Am I ambitious of confecrating 
mj elf to the church? or ha ve I the leaft bias 
that way ! No, I feel myfelf (on the contrary) 
quite otherwife inchned : I will turn gentle- 

man, 
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man, ánd endeavour to make my fortune in the 
warld/; 

H»ving refolved upon this, I longed for day 
with the utmoft impatience : and no fooner per- 
ceived the glimpfe of light, than I got up, aad 
najade fo much noife in the inn, that I wakened 
aü thofe who werc afleep. I cdled the waiters 
who were ftill a-bed, and who loaded me with 
curfes by way of anfwer. 

They were obligad to rife, however, and I gavc 
them no quarter until one of them had gone for 
a broker, who foon appeared, foUowed by two 
apprentices, carrying each a great green bag on 
his íhouldcrs. He faluted me with great civility, 
faying, " Signior Cavalier, you are very happy 
in having applied to me, rather than to any o- 
tber body. I don't chufe to difparage my bre- 
thren% God forbid that 1 üiould prejudife their 
reputation in the leaft! but between you and 
me, there is no confcience among them. They 
are all as abandonad as Jews. I am the only 
honell broker in town. I confine myfelf to a 
modérate profit : being fatisfied with a pound in 

xbe fliilUng 1 mean a Ihilling in the pound. 

Thank heaven ! 1 deal upon the fquare with all 
mankind." 

The broker, after this preamble, which I took 
for gofpel, ordered his men to untie the bundles, 
and íhewcd me Aiits of all colours. Some were 
of plain cloth, which I reje¿ted with difdain, as 
being too mean: but they made me try one which 
feemed to have been made exaótiy for my íhape, 
and which ílruck my fancy, although fomewhat 
wom. It confifted of a doublet with llaíhed 
fleeves, a pair of breeches and a cloak, the whole 
of blue velvet embroidered with gold. Fixing 
OH this I chcapened it, and the broker perceiring 
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I was bent upon it, obferved that I had an ex* 
cellent tafte. " Odds bodkins ! (cried he) onc 
may fee you know what you are about ! I can 
tell you, that íiiit was made for one of the great- 
eft lords in the kingdom, who never had it three 
times on his back. Examine the velvet; no- 
thing can be finer; and as for the embroidery, 
you muíl confefs the work is exquifite.** What 
will you fell it for? (faid I;) he anfwered, 
•* Sixty ducats : I am a rogue if I have not re- 
fufed the mony." The altemative was plain. I 
ofFered five and forty, which might be about 
double the valué. " Mr what d'ye cali um^ (rc- 
plied the broker, with an air of indifierence) I 
never exa<a too much. I am always at a word 
Here (continuad he, íhewing me fóme of thofe I 
had refuféd) buy this. PU fell it a pennyworth." 
This was only to excite my delire of purc4iafing 
that which I had cheapened ; and accordingly, 
imagining that he would not abate one farthing 
of his price, I counted into his hand the lixty 
ducats. When he faw me part with them fo 
eafily, I believe, in fpite of his boafted honefty, 
he wiílied that be had aíked a great deal more: 
prctt)» well fatisfied, however, with having gain- 
ed nineteen íhillings in the pound, he went a- 
way with his apprentices, wliom I had not for- 
gotten. 

Having now a very handfomc cloai;, doublét, 
and breeches, I fpent the reft of the morning in 
providing other neceflaríes. I bought a hat, filk 
ftockings, ílioes, linen and a fword ; after which, 
having dreífed, what infinite pleafure had I in be- 
holding myfelf fo well^equipped! My eyes (to 
ufe the cxpreffion) could not fufficiently,glut 
themfelves with my attire ! Never peacock con- 
templated his own feathers with more fatisfa<9ion, 

That 
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Tliat very day I made my fecond vifit to Donna 
Mencia, who ftill received me very kindly, and 
thanked me ag^n for the fervice I had done her. 
On tbat fcore, many compliments pafled on both 
fides : after whích, wiíhing me all happinefs, íhíe 
bade me farewell, and retired without giving me 
any thing but a ring worth thirty pillóles, which 
íhe deíired rae to keép in remembrance of her. 

I looked very blank with my ring, having laid 
my account with receiving a much more coníi- 
derable prefent, and trudged back to my lod- 
gings in a brown ftudy, little fatisfied with the la- 
dy's«generofity. But juft as I entered the inn, a 
man, who had folio wed me all the way, carne in 
likewife, and laying afide the cloak in which he 
was muffled up, dífcovered a grcat bag under his 
arm. At the apparition of this bag, which had 
all the air of being fuU of money. I, as well as 
fome other people who were prefent, ftared with 
their eyes wide open ; and I thpught I heard the 
voice of an ángel, wh^n the man laying the bag 
upen a table, pronounced, " Signior Gil Blas, 
here is fome thing that my lady marchionefs has 
fent yon." I made a profound bow to the bearcr, 
whqm 1 overwhelmed with civility ; and he was 
no fooner gone than I dárted upon the bag, like 
a hawk upon* his prey, and carrying it to my 
chambcr, untied it, without lofs of time, and 
found in it a thoufand ducats. I had juít made 
an end of counting them, when my.landlord, 
who had heard what the porter faid, came in to 
fee the contents of the bag. Thunderílruck at 
the fight of my coin fpread upon my tabje, 
** ZiOunds, (cried he) what a vaft lura of money 
is here í Ycu muft be a devil among the womcn, 
(added he, with a fatirical fmile) for although 
you ha ve not been four and twenty hours in Bur- 

VoL. !• H . 
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gos, you have a marchioneü already under c(»- 
tribution." 

This difcourfe did not difguft me; I was 
tetnpted to leave IVfejuelo in his miftake, which 
already gave me a fenfible pleafure : fo that I do 
not wondeV that young fellows lo ve to be thought 
mcn of intrigue, My innocence, 'however, got 
the better of my vanity : I uiídeceived my land- 
lord, and recountcd the ftory of Donna Mencia, 
to which he liftened with great attcntion. I then 
difclofed the líate of my aíFairs, and as he feem- 
ed to intereíl himfelf in my behalf, begged the 
affiftance of his advicc. Having mufed a whilc, 
" Signior Gil Blas, (faid he) I have a regard for ' 
you ; and fince you have confidence enough in 
me, to unbofoiíi yourfclf in this m.anner, I will, 
without fláttery, tell you what I think you are 
fitteft fbr. As you feem defigned by nature for 
the court, I advife you to go tbither, and attach 
yrfurfeif to fome grandee: but bc'fure neither to 
meddle in his concems, or enter into his plea- 
fures; otherwife you will lofe your time. I 
know the great. They look upon the zeal and 
•ttachment of an honeft man as nothing at 
all ; and mind only fuch as are neceíTary to them. 
But you have another refourcc (continued he) : 
you are young and handfome ; and thefe quali- 
ficatíons alone, without the leaft glinipfe of un- 
derftanding, are more than fufficient to captivatc 
a rich widow, or fome fine lady unhappily mar- 
licd : if love ruins gentlemen of fortune, it of- 
ten maíntains thofe who have none. It is my 
advice therefore, that you go to Madrid ; but 
you muíl by no means appear without attend- 
ants : they judge ther^ as in other places, by ap- 
pearance; and you will be conlidcred only in 
proporción to the figure you make* I will rc- 
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fommend a ífervant to you — a faithful domeílic 

a prudente fober fellow in one word, a 

man of my own making, Purchafe a couple of 
mules, one for yourfelf,.andanother for him, and 
fet oiit as foon as poffible." 

This advicfe was too much to njy own taíle to 
be neglefted : I therefore, next morning, bought 
two handforae mules, and hired the fervant he 
liad recomniended : h« was a fellow thirty years 
oíd, of a íimple religious afpecl, born, as he faid, 
in the kingdom of Gd^icia ; his ñame was Am- 
brofe de Lámela. Far from being felfiíli like 
Gther fervants, he made no words about his wages, 
but aflüred me he would be contented with what 
Hi my goodnefs I íhould think proper to beftow. 
Having provided myfelf likewile with boots, and 
a portmanteau to hold my Bnen and caíh, I 
cleared with my landlord, and early next morn- 
ing fet out for Burgos, on my way to Madrid. 



CHAR XVI. 

^b^ws tbat W0 ougbt not to truflfo much to prof^ 
perity. 

WE flept the firft night at Duennas, and 
arriving at Valladoiid the day foilowing 
about four o'clock in the aftemoon, aiighted at 
an inn, which feemed one of the beft in town. 
I left the care of my mules to my lacquey, and 
going up ílairs into a chamber, whether I order- 
cd a fervant of the houfé'to bring my portman- 
teau, felt myfelf a httle iatígucd, and without 
taking oíf my boots, tlu'ew myfelf on the bed, 
where I feli aQeep infenfiibly, It being almoft- 
night when I waked, I edilecl for Ambrofe, who 
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was gone óut, but return^d in a little time* 
when I aíked where' he had been, he replied with 
a pious aír, that he was juíl come from church, 
where he had been to return thanks to Heaven, 
for having prefervtd him from all evil accidents 
on the road froin Burgos even inio Valladolid. 
I approved of his conduft, and bade him ordcr 
a fovvl to the íirs for my fupper. 

At that very inftant, my landlord enterad with 
a taper in his hand, lighting in a lady who feemed 
more handfome than young, and very richly 
drelTed. She was fquired by an oíd uíher, and a 
little blackamoor carried her train. I was not a 
little furprifed wiien this lady, after having. made 
a low courtefy, aíked if I was not Signior Gil 
Blas of Santillane ? to which I had no fooner an- 
fwered in the aíBrmative, than íhe qüitted ber 
attendant, and embrace! rae with a tranfport of 
joy that redoubled my aftonifliment. " Blefled 
be heaven (cried íhe) for this meeting I You are 
the perfon, Signior Cavalier, you are the very 
perfon* I was in queíl of !" At this preamblc í 
tliought of the paraíite at Pennaflor ; and began 
to iüok upon the lady as a dovvnrigKt bite ; when 
1 was induced to tliink more favourably of her, 
by what followed. " I am (addcd íhe) coufin- 
geniian to Don na Meneia of Mofquero, who has 
been fo much obliged to you ; and received a 
letter fiom her this morning, iaipcrting, that ha- 
ving heard you was gone to Madrid, 1 would ob- 
lige íiér very much, by treatingyou handfomely, 
provided you íhould pafs this way : i nave beeu 
running all over the town thefe two hours, in- 
quiring from inn to inn, about all the Itrangers 
that arrived ; and by the defcáption your land- 
lord gave me of you, I imagined you mi^ht be 
the delivcrer of my couünw Ah ¡ now that I 
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have.fouhdyou, (cóntinuedfhe^youíhall feehow 
fenfible I am of the fervices yqu have done my 
family, and in particular to my dear coutín ! 
You íhall come to my houfe immediately, (if 
you pleafe) where you will be more convenient- 
ly lodged than here." I would have excufed 
mjdelf by reprefenting to the lady, that I íhould 
incommodc hcr family: but therc was no refill* 
ing her importunities : there was a coach waiting 
for US at the door, in which íhe took care to fee 
my portmanteau fecured; " becaufe (faid íhe)? 
there are a great many rogues in Valladolid :"* 
an oblervation 1 found but too true ! In íhort, I' 
went into the coach along.with her and her* 
fquire, and fuffered myfelf to be carried away 
from the inn, to the ^nortification of the land- - 
lord, whó l)y tliefe níéans found himfelf difap- 
pointed of the money, which he expedted I - 
woüld fpend at his houfe. 

Our coach having rolled fome time, ftopped at 
a- pretty: large houfe, where we alighted, and ^ 
went up ftairs into a handfome apartment, light- - 
edl>y twenty or ti>írty wax candles. We país- 
ed through a good many fervañts, of v/hom the 
lady aftced if l)on Raphael was come yet? and -- 
was anfwered in the negalive ; u:x)n which, ad- 
ücefling herfelf to lüc, '* Sígnlor Gil Blis, (laiJ ^ 
ílie) 1 have a brother whoai I expcx;!: .this ev-en- - 
iiíg from a villa we have tvvo leagae^ from this : 
he will be very agre::ably furpriíed to find in this - 
houfe a gentleman to wlu.a our whole family is ^ 
fo miich indebtcd." hLe had iOirce fpoke thefe - 
words, when we hcard a noiie below, which (we • 
were told) wasoccafíoned by the arrival of JJon i 
Raphael ; and that cavalier, who was a young : 
man of a good íiiape and genteel addrefs, appear- 
ed-foon after.. .** Brother, (faid the lady. to him) ) 
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1 am extremely glad of your return ! yon will af- 
íift me in doing honour to Signior Gil Blas of 
Santillane : to whom we can never enough íhew 
our gratitude for what he has done in behalf of 
our kinfwoman Donna Mcncia: there ^added 
íhe, giving him a letter) you may read .what íhe 
has wrote on the fubjed." Don Raphael open- 
ing tibe letter, proíiounced thefe words aloud— 

My dear Camilla, 

OlGNIOR Gil Blas of Santillane, who prefer- 
ved my honour ás well as my Jife, has fet out for 
court ; and as he will, doubtlefs, pafs through 
Valladolid, I conjure you by the blood, and ftill 
more by the friendíliip that unites us, to íhew 
him allthe refpeft in your power, and detain 
him fome time in your famtly. I fiatter myfelf 
that you will give me that fatisfadlion, and that 
my deliverer will receive all manner qf civility 
from you and my coulin Don Raphael. -^t Bur- 
gos, your affeélionate kinfwoman, 

Donna Mencia. 

" How (cried Don Raphael) is this the gentle- 
man tp whoni my couCn owes her honour and 
life? Ahí heaven be praifed far this happy ren- 
counter!" So fíiying, he approached, and cía fp- 
ing me^in his arms, '' What joy do 1 feel, (faid 
he) in embracing Signior Gil Blas of Saptillane I 
my coufin the marchionefs had no occaíion to lay 
fixh injundiins upon. us : it would have becn 
ñiíScient to let us know, that you was to pafe 
through Valladolid : my fifler and I know very 
well how to behave ourfelves towards .a gentle- 
inan, who has performedfuch an important piece 
of fervice to the perfon for whom, of all our fa- 
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mily, we have the moft tender regard,^ I an- 
fwered, as well as I could, to thefe compliments, 
which were followed by a great many more of 
the fame nature^ and interfperfed with a thou- 
fand carenes : after which, perceiving that my 
boots were Itill on, they ordered their fervants to 
pulí them ofF: and we went into another roorn, 
where, the cloth being laid, the gentleman, la- 
dy, and I fat down to fupper ; düring which, they 
faid a thoufand obliging things to me : not a 
word, efcaped me, which they did not repeat as 
an admirable ftroke of wit ; and it was furprifing 
to fee how attentive they were in prefenting me 
with all the daintieft morfels. Don Raphael 
drank frequently to the healthof Donna Menciá, 
in which I followed his example ; and I imagi- 
ncd that Camilla, who did us juftice, fómetimes 
threw certain very fignificant looks at me. I 
even obferved,. that íhe chofe proper opportuni- 
ties of fo doing, as if íhe had been afraid that her 
brother would perceive it. This was enoiígh to 
perfuade rae of the lady's being finitten ; and I 
flattered myfelf with the hope of profiting by 
that difcovery, during my íhort ftay at Vallado- 
lid. This hope induced me to yield, without dif- 
ficulty, to their entreaties, when they requeñed 
me to fpend a few days with them. They thank- 
ed me for my coinplaifance, and the joy v/hich 
Camilla difcovered on this occaíion, confirnied 
rae in the opinión, that I had found the way to 
her heart. , 

Don Raphael feeing ms determihed to ftay 
with him fome time, propofed to carry me to his 
country houfe, of which he gave me a magnifi- 
ceat defcription ; and talked of the pleafures he 
would there entertain me with. '* Sometimes 
(faid he) we will take the diverlion of huntin?* 

Dg íbmetir 
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fometimes that of fiíliing ; and if you love walk- 
ing, we have delightful woods and gardens in a- 
bundance : befides we ftiall not want good comi 
pany ; and on the whole, I hope you will not 
grow melancholy among us." I accepted his of- 
fer, and it was díetemüned that we íhould go to 
this charniing place the very next day. Haviag 
projeéied this agreeable fcheme, we rofe from ta- 
ble ; and Don Raphael embracing me, in a tran- 
fport of joy, faid, " Signior Gil Blas, I will leave 
my fifter- to enfertain you, while I go immediate- 
ly to give neceíFary orders, and advertife thofc 
people whom I intend ílíall be of the party." Sor 
layin^, he went out of the rooni, and I continu- 
ed converfing with the lady, who did not cojitra- 
diél, by her difcourfe, the foft glances íhe had. 
thrown at me. She took hold of my hand, and 
looking at my ring fatd, '* You have got a pret- 
ty diamond enough, but it is a very fmall one; 
Are you a connoüTeur in ftones?" When I an- 
üvered in the negative, *' I am forry for it, (faid* 
íhe) for you might have teld me what.thisis 
worth." With thefe words, ílie íhcwed me a 
large ruby on her finger, and wliile I examined 
it, added, " An únele of mine, who was gover- 
nor of the Spaniíh colonias in the Phillipine Iflcs, 
made'me á prefent of this ruby, which the 
jewellers here in Vulladolid valué at three hun- 
dred pinoles." ** I beiieve it is well worth the 
money, (faid I) for it is extremely beautifiíl." 
*^ Since you are pkafed with it, (Íhe replied)! 
will make aTi exchange with you." Aud imme- 
diatély ílie pulled ofF my ring, and put her own 
on my little finger. Having made this exchange, 
which I looked upon as a genteel way of making 
a prefent, Camilla fqueczed my hand, and look- 
ed at me in.the moft ianguilh¿ng manner; thcn 
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ftai^ting up abruptly, wiflied me good night, and 
withdrew in great confufion, as it* íhe had been 
aíhamed of difclofing her fcntimcnts. 

Novice as 1 was in gallantry, I knéw well e- 
nough how to interpret this precipítate retreat 
in my favour, and concluded that I íliould paft 
my time very agreeably at their villa. ^ Fiill of 
this flattering idea, and the prolperous condition 
of my aíFairs, I locked myíelf in the chamber 
where I was to lie, after having ordered my fer- 
vant fo come and wake me early in the moni- 
ing ; bur inftead of going to reft, I gave a loofe 
to thofe agreeable refledions, which my port- 
manteau that lay on the table, and my luby, , 
infpired. Thank heaven ? faid I to myfelf, if L 
háve been unfortunate, tam no longer fo. On 
ene íide a thoufand ducats ; a ring, wurth three 
hundred píftoles, on the other ! My finances will 
Bot be exhaufted in a hurry ! I fee now that Ma- 
jiíelo did n^t fiaUer me. I Ihall inflame the 
hearts of a thoufand ladies at Madrid, lince I 
have made fuch an eafy conqueft of Camilla. 
The favours of that generous lady prcfented 
themfelvés to my imagination, v/ith all their 
charms ; and 1 anticipated the divertionsf that 
Don Raphael prepated for me at his hcufe in the 
country. In the midft of thefe pleafing imnges, 
however, fleep did not fail to íhed his poppies 
over me ; fo that fmding ;myfeif drowly, I un- 
drelTed, and went to bed. * i 

Next morning, wlien I awaked, I perceived 
that it was already late, and was a good deal fur- 
prifed, that my valet did~not appear in confe- 
quence of the order 1 had given him over night. 
Ambrofe, faid I ta myfelf, my faithful Ambrofe, 
is eitlicr at church, or very lazy to-dáy. But I 
ibón loíl that opinión of bim. and coneeived one 
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much worfe; for getting up, and iráfUng mf 
portmanteaü, I fuípeded him of having ftolc it 
in the night. For further infonnation I opened 
• the ehambcr-door, and called the bypocritc fe- 
veral times; at laft, an oíd man hearing me, 
carne and faid, " What would you pleafe to havc^ 
Signior? AU yoiir people departed froni my 
houfe long bcforc day.' " How ! (cried I) Your 
houfe ! Am I not at preíe;it in the houfe of Don 
]Raphael ?" " 1 donJt know who that gentlenaan 
is, (faid he) but you are in furniíhed lod^ings^ 
and I aní the landlord : laft night an hour before 
your arrival, the lady who fupped along with yoír 
carne hither, and hiredthi» apartmentfor a great 
lord, who, íhe faid, travellcd incógnito; and even 
paid me before hand." 

I wás no longer in the dark ; I gueíled the 
charaélers of Camilla aqd Don Raphael, and con- 
-«1^ ciudad that my fervant, being perfeélly weU ac- 
quamted with my affairs, b»d fold me to thefe 
íharpers, Inílead of afcríbing this unliécky ad- 
Tenture to myfelf, and confidering that it would 
not have happened to me, had I not been fo in- 
difcreet as to unbofora myfelf unnecéílarily to 
Majuelo, 1 imputed all to innocent fortune, and 
curfed my fate a thoufand times. Tlie owner of 
the houfe, to whom I recounted the adventure, 
which, perhaps, he knew as well as I did, feem- 
ed affe¿te4 with my forro w, condoled me, and 
^pi?oteíled that he was very much mortified to 
find that füch a fcene had paíTed in his houfe : 
but I believe notwithftanding all his profelfions,. 
he was as much concerned in the trick as my 
landlord at Burgos, to whom, however, I have al— 
ways attiibuted .tlie honour of the invention. 

CHAP- 
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How Gü Blas bejlowed himfelf áfter ths adv^nture 
of tbs rcadyfurnybsd lodjinj. 

T TAVING heartily bewailcd mj mísfortune, 
|j[ I confidered, that inftcad of giving way 
to forro w, I ought to animate myfelf againft mif- 
chance ; and fummoning all my courage to my 
afliñance, faid to myfelf, while I put on niy 
clóthes, by way of confolation, 1 am happy in 
that the rogues ha ve not alfo carricd oíF my ap- 
parel, and íome ducats which I havc ftill in my 
purfe. I gave them credit for this piece of ciyi- 
üty, and fold my boots, which they had been gc- 
nerouo enough to leavc líkewife, to my landlord, 
for ene third of the money they had coft me. 
rilen taking my lecive of the ready furniíhed 
lodging, withüut having occafion^ thank God ! 
For any b Jdy to carry my baggage, the firll thing 
[ did, was to go and fee whether or not my mules 
ívere at tlie inn, where I alrghtcd the preceding 
ttigbt : ili-mgh 1 was of opinión that AmbrQÍc. 
liad not iet't them tliere ; and I wifh to God my 
3pinion of him had been aly/ays as juíl ! for they 
told me, he had taken care to fetch thém away 
that very evening ; wherefore, laying my ac- 
:x)iint with having íeen the lail of tbcm, as well 
is of my portnnuiteau, I ílroUed about the ftreets 
in a melancholy manner, mufing on what íhould 
be my next courfe. I was tempted to rétum to 
Burgos, and have recourle to Donna Mencia once 
nore; but when I refleíted, that in fo doing I 
houid abufe the generofity of the lady, and at 
:he fiíme time, be looked upon as a booby, I re- 
inquiíhed that thought, fwearing I íhould, for 
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the future, be upon my guard againll women ; 
and I believe, at that time, I íhould have m¡- 
ftrulled the challe Sufannah. I caft my cyes 
from time to time upon my ring, and when I 
confidered that it was a prefent from Camilla, 
fighed with vexation. Alas ! thought I, though 
I am no connoifleur in rubies, I have too good 
reafon to know thofe wli^o exchange theni ; and 
I believe it is not neceflary that I íheuld go to a 
jewelkr, to be perfuaded that I am a fool. 

I was willing, however, to be informed of the 
worthí pf iiiy ring, and accordingly íhewed it to 
a Lipidary, who valued it at three ducats. 
Though 1 was not furprifed at this cílimation, I 
wiíned the niece of the governor of the Phillip- 
pine Ifles at the devil, or rather-only repeated the 
wiíli. ^s I carne out of the jcN^eller's houfe, a 
young fellow, who was páffing, ítopped to con- 
fider me. Not bei;ig abie to recoileél' him at 
firíl, althoiigh I hcid íormerly been intimate with 
him, *' How, *Gi¡ Eias ! (faid he) do you pre- 
tend ignorance of me, or have two years altered 
the fon of barber Nunnez fo much, that you do 
not know iiim? Don't you remember Fahricius, 
youv companion and fchool fellow, with whom 
you have fo ofteñ difputed, -at the houfe of doc- 
tor Godinez, upon predicables, and metaphyfical 
degrees?" 

I reoiembered him before he had done fpeak- 
ing, and VvC embraced one another with ttant 
port. '* My dear friend, (continued he) how 
glad an\ í to nieet thee ! 1 can't exprefs the joy 
I íeeL— -But, (added he with an air of furprife) 
what do 1 fee ! Egad I thou art dreííed like a 
prince ! a fine fword, íilk ftotkings, doublet, and 
cloak of velvct embroidered with filver ¡ — Odd's 
fniggers! thisíhiellsílrongofmtrigue§ ! I'll hold 
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a vvager, that thou íhareft the¿bounty of fonie li- 
beral oíd lady," " Yau are iniftaken, (faid 1) 
far my affairs are not fo flourilliing as you ima< 
gine/' " Píhaw, píhaw, (repiied he) you afted 
to be a clofe fellow ; that fine rubby on your 
finger, Mr Gil Blas, whence comes that, I pí^y 
you r" *' It comes (faid 1} from an arrant jade. 
Fabricius, my dear Fabriciuí, far fram being ia 
vogue emong the women at Valladolid, know 
that I am a moft ridiculous dupe.'* 

1 pronounced thefe laft words fo ruefuily, that 
í'atócíus was convinced of my having been ini- 
pofed upon. in fome íliape or other ; and prefled 
me to tcU hím what were my reafous for com- 
plainmg ©f the fair-fex. I was eafily prcveiiled 
upon to fatisfy his curiofity ; but as my ftory was 
pretty long, and, beíides, we had'no intention of 
parting in a hurry, we went into a pubiic houfe, 
thát we might converfe together more at our 
eafe; and there whilc we breakfafted, I recomit- 
cd to bim all that had happencd to me, unce my 
departurc from Oviedo. He thought my adven- 
tures were exti-emely odd, and afier having af- 
fured me, that he very miich fympathized with 
me, in my prefcnt unlucky íituation, faid, 
** We muíl contóle ourfelves, my ch.ld, as well 
as we can, for all the misfortunes of Ufe. Wiien 
a man of fpirit is unlucky, he v*^aits with patience 
for a more favourable conjancturc. One fhould 
never, as Cicero fays, let himfeif be fo much de- 
jeAed as to forget that he is a man. For my own 
part, I am of that very difpbfuion : my mi^íor- 
tunes have not been abb to overwhelrh me, be- 
caufe I am always above the capricc cf fate. 
For inftance, I loved a girl of fomé faíhion at 
Oviedo, who had a tendré for me ^ I aíked her 
ia marriage of her father, and he refufed me. 

VOL. I. * I J^gtzedb/vj^Qpt^ej; 
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Another on this accafioii would have died of 

grief ; but I (admire the forcé of genius) carried 

ofF the dear creature. As Ihe was paílionate, 

thoughtlefs, and vain, pleafure of coafequencc, 

always determined her to the prejudice of duty. 

I led her a dance, for fix months, through the 

kingdom of Galicia, froin whence, as I had giren 

her a tafte of travelling, íhe waí defirous of go- 

ing to Portugal ; but thought proper to chufe a 

new condudor. Here was another fubjeft of de- 

fpair ; but, for all that, I did not fink under the 

weight of it, and wifer than Menelaus, inilead of 

declaring war againll the París who had ftole my 

Helen, I though, myfelf vcrj much obliged to 

him, for having rid my hands of her. After- 

wards, beíng unwilling to retum to the Aílurias, 

that I might avoid all expoílulation witfa juítíce, 

I advanced into the kingdom of León, fpending, 

from town to town, the remainder óf the monéy 

I had carried otF with my infanta ; for we had 

not qiiitted Oviedo with the fuU hand, and ar- 

rived at Falencia with a folitary ducat, out of 

which I was obliged to buy a pair of üioes; fo 

that the remaining pa: t could not laíl much long- 

er : my lituation beca me very perplexing, and 

I was evcn reduced to a very ftri¿l régimen : 

there was no time to be loft. 1 refolved to go to 

fervice, and hired myfelf to a great wooUen dra- 

per, whofe fon was an accompliíhed rake.- Here, 

though I found an afyluní againft hunger, I was 

not a little embaraífed ; for the father ordered 

me to be a fpy upon the fon ; and the fon en- 

treated me to aílííl him in cheating the father. 

Being obliged to determine, I preferred the en- 

treaty to the command ; and that preference 

roll me my place. I afterwards went into the 

ílr\ ice of an oíd painter, who would have taught 

me, 
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me, through friendlhip, the principies of his art ; 
ia the deiBonftration of which, however, I was 
almoft famiíhed. This gave me a difguíl for 
painting, and a difreliíh for Falencia at the fame 
time ; and coming to Valladolid, by the greateíl 
good fortune in the world, I got into the family 
o£ one of the direélors of the hofpital, where I 
now live perfeéUy happy. Signior Manuel Or- 
donnez, líiy mafter> is a man of profound piety, 
who walks with his eyes always fixed en the 
ground, and a large rofary in his hand. They 
íay, that froni his ycuth, having nothing in view 
but the funds of the poor, he atcached himfelf 
to them with indefatigable zeal ; and according- 
ly his cares have not been ill reqaited : every 
thing profpers with him. What a bleífing it is 
that he has made himfelf rich in managing the 
affairs of the poor !" 

Fabricius having harangued in this manner» 
" I am very glad (íaid I to him) to find thee fa 
well fatisfied with thy condition : but, between 
you and me, X think you might play a more ho- 
nourable part in the world." *' You are milla- 
ken, Gil JBlas, (anfwered he) there is no íituation 
in lifc more agreeable to one of my humour, than 
that which I now enjoy : the ernployment of a. 
lacquey is troublefome, I own, to a lilly fellow; 
but to a lad of fpirit, it is full of charms. A fu- 
perior genius that goes to fervice, does not con- 
fine himfelf to the menial circumílances of his 
duty, üke a fimpleton : he goes into a family to 
command rather than to obey : he begins by ftu- 
dying his mafter : he accomodates himfelf to his 
foibles, gains his confidence, and then leads him 
by the nofe. 'Tis thus that I behaved towards 
my direétor. I foon difcovered his hypocrify, and 
perceived that he wanted to pafs for a perfon of 
1 2 gr 
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great fanéUty. I pretended to be his dupe : that 
coíls nothipg. I did more, I imitated him, and 
afting in his prefence the fame farce that he 
plays before others, I deceived the deceiver^ and 
am, by degrees, become his fac totum, Under 
his aufpices, 1 hx)pe one day to be concerped in 
the aftairs of the poor ; in which cafe, I m^y 
chance to make my fortune too, for I find myfelí 
as well incliucd towards them, as he can be for 
liis hearf 

** Thefe are fine hopes, (replíed I) my dear 
Fabricius : I congratvdate thee upon thy pro- 
l'pe¿b ; and for my own part, will have recouríe 
to my former icheme ; conyert my eiubroidered 
habit into a cafíbc, repair to Salamanca, and lift- 
ing myfelf under the banners of the univ^rfity, 
perforin the oíilce of a tutor." " A fine projed 
tiuly! (cned Fabriciusj an agreeable vvhiml 
What a fool wpuldit thou be, to turn a pedant 
at thy age? Doft thou know, wretch! what thoa 
art about to do ? Soon as thou íhalt be employ- 
ed, the vvhole family will have their cyes on th¿, 
and all thy aélions will be fcrupuloufly cxamín- 
ed: thou muft be eternally under conftraint, 
clothe thyfe^'' with hypocrify, and appear poílef- 
ícd of eveiy virtue. i hou wilt not have a m> 
nient to.bellow upon thy pleafures. Like a per- 
petual cenfor of thy pupil, thou muft pafs the 
tíay in teaching hini Latin, and in rebuking him 
when he íhall fay or do any thing amifs : and 
after fo niuch labour and coilllraint, what will 
be the fruit of thy cares ? If the Uttle gentleman 
waats cap'dcity, it wiil be faid, thou haíl not gi- 
ven him good education ; and his paren ts will 
turn thee away, without any recompence, pex- 
haps, even without paying thy appointments. 
Pon't therefore talk to me of a preceptor's poft, 

whicli 
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which is like a benefice with cure of fouls ; but 
conimend me ío the cmployment of a lacquey, 
which is a fiíriple benefice, encumbered with na 
charge. When amafter.has vices, a fuperior ge- 
nius in his fervice will flatter them, and often 
turn them to its advantage. A footman iives in 
a good family, without the leaft difquiet ; for af- 
ter having eaten and drunk his belly fiül, he 
fleeps like the fon of a lord, and gives himfelf 
no troüble about either baker or butcher. 

" I íhould never ha' done, child, (continued 
he) was I to recount all the advantages of foot- 
men. Take my advice Gil Blas, quit, for ever, 
the defign of becoming tutor, and foUow my ex- 
ample.** '*^ Yes ; but Fabrjcius (faid I) one does 
not always meet with diredors ; and if I íhould 
refolve to turn lacquey^ I íhoidd at leaft, chufe 
to be well fettled." ^'^Óh ! you are in the right, 
(faid he) that íhall be my bufinefs : I will infure 
thee a good place, if it was for no other reafon, 
than to íriatch a pretty fellow from the univer- 
fity," 

The approaching mifery with which I was 
threatened, and the air of fatisfaélion that appear- 
ed in Fabricius, perfuading me more than his rea- 
Ibns, I determined to go to ferrice : whereupon, 
leaving the public houfe, my companion faid, 
" I will condiiét you to the houfe of a perfon, 
who is confultéd by aknoft all the footmen out 
of place : he has fpies, who inform him of what 
happens in all families ; lie knows where fervant» 
are wanted, and keeps an exaét regifter not only 
of the vacant places, but even of the good and 
bad qualities of miaiters : he is one who was for- 
merly a friar in fome convent or other ; and, in 
íhort *twas he who recommended me to the 
placelno^enjoy." ^^ ^^>^^>.^oo^^ 
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While we converfed aboiit fuch a fingular^f- 
fice of intelUgence, the fon of barber Nunnex 
carricd.me into a blind alley, and we entered a 
liule lK)ufe, where we found a man about fifty 
years oíd, wntin;^ ^t a table. We falüted him 
very refpedfully ; but whether he was naturally 
proud, or accuftomed to fee lacqu^ys and coach*. 
mm only, h3 had contraed d an habit of receiv- 
ing people cavalierly, and did not rife from his 
feat, but contented himfelf with making a Iligbt 
inclinatiou of the head. He looked hard at me, 
however, and I could eafily perceive be was very 
much furpriled that « young man dreíled in em- 
broidered velvet, íhould tvant to tura valet ; he 
had more reafon to think I was come to be pro- 
vided with one : but he did not continué iong in 
fufpence, with regard to my intention ; for Fa^ 
bricius accofting him at once, laid^ " Signior A- 
rias de Londonna, give me leave to prefent one 
of my beft friends to you : he is a young man of 
a good tamily, whom misfbrtunes have reduced 
to the neceííity of going to fervice. Fray inform 
him of a good p'ace, and depend upon bis grati- 
tudes' *• Gentlemen» (anfwered Arias, coldly) 
this is the manner of you all ; beforc you are fix- 
ed, you make the fineíl promifes in the world ;. 
once you are well fettled, you think no more of 
them." ** How ! (replied Fabriirius) do you cam- 
plain of me ? have not I done honourably by 
you?" *' You might have done better ftill, ^íkid 
Aria^) your place is wbrth a clerk's employ- 
ment ; and you have paid me, as if 1 had intro- 
duccd you to the houfe of anauthor/V Here I 
interpüfed, and told Signior Arias, that, to fliew 
him 1 was not ungratcful, my acknowledgment 
íhould precede his íervice ; at the farae time, ta- 
Jting out two ducats^ 1 put them iato his hand,. 
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with a promife that I would not ftop there, pro- 
vided IJhould find myíelf in a good faraily. 

He feeraed pleafed with my bchaviour, and 
faid he loved to be treated in that manner. 
** There are (continued he) excellent polis va- 
cant, which I will mention in order, that yon 
niay chufe one that is to your hking." So fay- 
ing, he put oa his fpeélacles, opened a regiiter 
which lay on the table, turned over fonie leaves, 
and began to read as follows : " A lacquey iá 
watited for captain Torbellino, a pallionate, cruel, 
whimfical man, who grumbles inceflantly,. 
fwears, beats, and commonly maiíns his fer- 
vants.'* " Let us pafs on to the other, (cried 
I, at that pi¿ture) that captain is not to my 
tafte." Arias fniiled at my vivacity, and pro- 
ceeded in this manner : '* Donna Manuela of 
Sandoval, a lupcrannuated widow^ full of peeviíh- 
ncfs and caprice, has at prefent never a footman: 
Ihe keeps but one for ordinary, and him never 
a whole day. There has been one livery fuit in 
the houfe thefe ten years, which ferves all valets 
who enter, of whutever fize and íliape foever they 
may be : but it may be faid they only try it on ; 
for it is llill as good as new, although it has been 
worn by two thoufand lacquies. Doílor Alvar 
Fanaez, a phyfician and chymiíí, wants a fcr- 
vant: his domeílics are well fed, handforaely 
entertained, and have, moreover, great wages : 
but he tries experiments upon them with his me- 
dicines, and there are often vacant places in his 
houfe." 

" Oh ! I believe it, (cried Fabricius laughing) 
upon my confcience you ñiew us abundance of 
fine places." " Have patience, (faid Arias de 
Londonna) we have not yet done; there are 
foine that 1 am. Cure will pleafe you." Then he 
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continued to read in thefe terms : " Donna Al- 
fonfa de Solis, an oíd devotee, who fpends two- 
thirds of the day at church, and infifts upon her 
füotman's being always along with her, has not 
had a lacquey thefe three weeks. The licentiate 
Sedillo, an oíd canon of the chapter of this city, 
yeílerday, in the evening, turned away his foot- 
man.*' — Halt there, Signor Arias de Londonna, 
(cried Fabricius, in this place) we wiU ftick to 
this laft poft. The licentiate Sedillo is one of 
nxy maller's friends, with whom I am perfedly 
well acquainted : 1 know that he has for houfe- 
keeper an oíd devotee called Dame Jacinta, who 
difpofes of every thing in the houfe : it is one of 
the beft famihes in Valladolid, for a fervant who 
loves a quiet life and good cheer: befides, the ca- 
non isold and infirní, very much fubjeél to the 
gout, and will foon make his will ; fo that there 
is room to hope for a good legacy. What a 
charming profped for a footman ! Gil Blas, (add- 
ed he^ turning towards me) let us lofe no time, 
niy lad, but go inftantly to the houfe of the li- 
centiate, where I will myfelf prefent you, and 
anfwer for thy charaíler." At thefe words, for 
fear of lofing fuch a feir opportunity, we took 
our leave, in a hurry, of Signior Arias, who af- 
fured me for my money, that if I fliould be 
baulked of this place, 1 might depend upoa hi& 
recommending me to one as good. 



The End of the First Book. 
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CHAP. L 

Fabricius conducís Gü Blas^ and introduces him to 
tbe licentiate Sedillo. The Jituation of this ca- 
non* A defcripiion of bis boufekecper. 

WE werc fo much afraid of coming too late, 
that we made but one leap from the alley 
to the houfe of the cid ücentiate. We knocked 
at* the door, which was opened by a girl of ten 
years oíd, 'vho palTed for the houfekeeper's níece, 
in fpite of fcandal; and aíking if the canon could 
be í'poke with, Dame Jacinta appoared. She 
was a perfon already arrived at the age of dif-r 
creticn, but ílill handfome : and, m particular, I 
admired the freílmefs of her complexión. She 
W(3re a iong gown of coarfe íluíF, with a large 
leathern giidle, from one fide of which hurtg a 
bunch of keys, and from the other a rofaiy of 
great beads. As foon as we perceived her, we 
bowed with profound" refpecl, and ihe returned 
the falute very civilly, but with a modeíVdeport- 
meut, and da Ancall eyes- 

** Havir 
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** Having underftood (faid my comrade to her) 
that Mr Licentiate Sedillo has occafion for an 
honeíl valet, I am come to prefent one, with 
whom, I hope, he will be fatisfied.'* The houfe- 
keeper, at thefe words, lifting her eyes, furvey- 
ed me with attention, and, not being able to re- 
concile my embroidery with the difcourfe of Fa- 
bricius, aíked if it was I who wanted the vacant 
place? " Yes, (faid the fon of Nunnez) it is this 
young man, who, notwithílanding his appear- 
ance^ has met with misfortunes that obligue him 
to go to fervice. But he will foon forget his 
miíhaps, (added he, with an infinuating air) if 
he has the happinefs to come into this family, 
and live with the virtuoiis Jacinta, who deferves 
to be houfekeeper to the patriarch of the Indies." 
At thefe words, this pious governantc moved her 
«yes from me, to confider the polite perfon who 
fpoke, and ílruck with his featurea, which were 
not altogether unknown to her, " I have (fiíid 
íhe) a confufed notion of having feen you fome- 
w^here ! Pray aflift my recoUeáion.** " Chafte 
Jacinta, (anfwered Fabricius) 1 am proüd of ha- 
ving attraded your notice : I Have been twice 
in this houfe, with my mafter Signor Manuel Or- 
donnez, diredor óf the hofpital." " Ha ! you're 
in the right, (replied the houfekeeper) I remem- 
ber it very well, and recoUeéí: your face» Ah I 
íince you belong to Signor Ordonnez, you muft 
be a lad of worth and honeíly : your place pro- 
claims your viitue, and this young man could 
not have a better recommendation. Come, (ad- 
ded íhe) I will briñg you to fpeak with Signor 
Sedillo,. who, I believc, will be very glad to have 
a fervant of your prefenting." 

We foUowcd her accordingly. The canon 
lodged on the ground floor, which" confín N;^ of 

xur 
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four rooms well wainfcotted, in one of which íhe 
4^1ired US to wait a littíe, whíle íhe went into the 
next, where the licentiate was. After Íhe had 
ftaid with him fome time, in order to give him 
his cue, íhe carne and told us, that we niight go 
in. We perceived the oíd gqutified canon bu- 
ried as it were, in an elbow chair, with pillo ws 
under his head and arras, and his legs fupported 
on a large down cuíhion. While we approach- 
ed him, we did not fpare bows; and Fabricius 
being ftill fpokefman, not only repeated what he 
had íaid of me to the houfekeeper, but likewife 
extolled my merit, and enlarged chiefly on the 
hooour which I had acquired in philofophical 
difputes, whíle I was with Doélor Godincz; as if 
it was neceíTary that a canon's footman íhould 

be a profoúnd philofophen Neverthelefs, this 

fine eulogium that he beftowed on me, did not 
fail to caíl a mift before the eyes of the licen- 
tiate, who obferving, befides, that I was not dif- 
agreeable to Dame Jacinta, faid to my recom- 
mender, " Friend I take into my fervice the 
young man whom thou haít brought. I am 
fatisfied, and conceive a favourable opinión of his 
moráis, fince he is prefcnted by a domeftic of my 
goód friend Signor Ordonnez." 

As foon as Fabricius faw that I was engaged, 
he made a low bow to the canon, another ílill 
lower to the governante, and withdrew, very well 
fatisfied, after having whifpered to me that we 
íhould fee one another often, and that I had no- 
thing to do but to ílay whei^ I was. — When he 
was gonc, the licentiate aíked my ñame, and rea- 
fons for leaving my native country ; and by thefe 
queílions engaged me, in prefence gf Dame Ja- 
cinta, to recoúat Hiy ñúty. Tbey were both 
r«gr much diycjrted, efpecially with th^ accou^t 
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of my laft ad ventare. Camilla and Don Raphael 
tickling them fo much, that it was like to have 
coft the oíd canon his lite ; for while he laughed 
with all hís forcé, he was fei¿ed with fuch a vio- 
lent fit of coughing, that I imagined it weuld 
have becn his laft. As he had not yet made his 
will, you may eafily guefs how his houfekeepef 
was alarmed : trembling and aftoniíhed, íhe ran 
to the afíiñance of the good man, rubbed hi? 
forehead, and clapped him on the back, as is 
praftifed with children when they have tlie chín- 
cough. However, this was but » falfe alarm: 
the oíd man ceafed tocough, and his governaRtc 
to torment him ; and I would have finiíhed ray 
ftory, had not Dame Jacinta, who dreaded an- 
other fit, oppofed it, and carried me , out of the 
cano'n's chamber into a wardrobe, where, among 
feveral fuits of clothes, was that of m.y predeccf- 
for. This ílie made me put on, and leave my 
own in its room, which I wa« not forry to pre- 
fervé, in hopes that it would ftill be of ufe to me. 
After which we went to prepare dinner. 

I was not a nx)vice' in the art of dreffing 
viduals, having ferved a happy apprenticeíhip 
' under Dame Leonarda, who niight have paíTed 
for a good cook. She was not, however, com- 
parable to Dame Jacinta, wbo for aught I know, 
would huve gained ¿he palm from the cook of 
the archbiáhop of l'oledo She excelled in every 
thing : her foups wcre exquifite^ on account 
ef her art in chufing and mixing the difFerent, 
kinds of gravy, of which they \^ere compol^d; 
and her haíhes were feafoned in fuch a nianner, 
as rendered thcm extremely agrecable to the pa- 1 

late. When dinner was ready, we retumed' 

mto the canon's chamber, where, wliile T laid the 
ckth on a tabla fet juft by his elbow chair, thc| 
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houfekeeper tuckcd a napkin undcr thc cid man*s 
chin, and tied it over his íhouldeFS. In a moment 
after I brought in a mefs of porridge, that might 
have been prefented to the moft celebrated direc- 
tor of Madrid; and two courfes,which would have 
ftimulated the fenfuality of a viceroy, had not 
Dame Jacinta been fparing of hcr fpices, for fear 
of inflaming the.gout of the ücentiate. At figbt 
of thefe delicate diíhes, my oíd mafter, whom I 
believed impotent in all his members, íhewed 
me, that he had not as yet loft ^ entirely the ufe 
of his arms : he helped to difencumber himfelf 
of his pillows, and cheerfuUy preparad himfelf 
for eating. Though his hand íhook, it did not 
refufe its feryice, but went and carne with great 
expedition ; in fuch a manner, howcver, that it 
fpiit üpon the table-cloth and napkin one half of 
what was intended for his mcuth. I took away 
the foup when he had done with it, and brought 
in a roafted partridge, ílanked with two quails, 
which Dame Jacinta carved for him. She took 
care alfo to make him drink frequently large 
draughts of wine, a little diluted in a large and 
deep íilver cup, which íhe held to his mouth, as 
if he had been a child of fifteen months. He 
fell tooth and nail upon his courfe, and did no Icft 
honour to the birds than he had done to the por- 
ridge ; but when he had ftuffed himfelf to the 
tongue, the .devotee untied his napkin, repl.iced 
his pillows, and left him in quiet to take his af- 
temooii's nap in his chair; while we, having un^ 
eovcred the table, vítnt to ¿inner in our turn, 

In this manner did our canon diñe every day, 
who, £br aught I know, was tlie grfeateíl glutton 
of the whole chapterj though his íupper was 
commonly more Ilight, confifting, for the moít 
part, of a pullct and fome confejrves, I fed well 
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ín this houfe, and lived a very peaceable life, 
having only one grievance, which was no other 
than being obliged to watch my mafter, and pafs 
the whole night like a nurfe, — Befides a reten- 
tion of uriñe, that obliged him to alk for bis 
chamber-pot ten times in an hour, he was fub- 
je6l to profufe fweats ; and when thefe happen- 
ed, it was my bufinefs to íhift him. " Gil Blas, 
(faid he, the fecond night) thou haft aéüvity and 
addrefs ; and 1 forefee that I íhall be very wcll 
pleafed with thy fervice. 1 recommend to thee,a- 
bove all things, to behave thyfélf refpedfully 
towards Dame Jacinta ; íhe is a wench who has 
ferved me fifteen years with a Angular zeal, and 
takes fuch care of my perfon, that I can never 
enough íhew my giatitude : wherefore I own íhc 
is more dear to me than all my relations. For 
the love of her I have turned out of doors mj 
nephew, my own lifter's fon, who paid no refped 
to the poor girl ; and, far from doing juftice to 
the fincere attachment íhe has for me, the info- 
lent boy treated her as an hypocrite y for in this 
age all virtue appears hypocrify to young peo- 
pie. Thank heaven ! 1 have got rid of the 

ícoundrel: 1 pieferthe love that is manifefted 
for me to all the ties of blood, and ani fwayed 
only by the benefits I receive." — " You are in the 
right, Sir, (laid 1 to tlie licentiate:) gratitudej 
jought to have mofe weight with us than the laws 
ofnature.'' — '* Doubtlels, (he replied) and peo-i 
pie wiU fee by my kíl will, that I have no rc-l 
gard for my relations, My llbufekeeper will have 
a good fliare, and thou íhalt not be forgot, pro-| 
vided that thou goeíl on to ferve me as thou hall 
begun. The footman whom I turned awayj 
yeíteiday has loft a good legacy by bis owfa fcíj 
iy¿ if that paltry feüow had not, by his miíbl 
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íaviour oblíged me to difmifs him, I wouldhave* 
made his fortune; but he was a proud coxcomb,. 
who was deficient in his refped for Dame Jacinta; 
and an idle rafcal, who dreaded the fmalleíl trou-^ 
ble. He, foríboth*, did not love to watch aver 
me, and looked upon it as a great fatigue t o fpend 
the night in contributing to my eafe." " Ah, 
the wretchl (.cried I, as ifthe genius of my 
fricnd had infpired me) he was not worthy of 
living with. fuch an honourable maíleri Alad 
who has the happinefs of appertaining unto you, 
ought to be indefatigable in his zeal: he ought 
to make a pleafure of 'his duty, and not to think 
hitnfelf fatigued, even when he fweats blood and 
water for your fervice." 

I perceived that thefe words were very agree-- 
aí)le to the licentíate, who was no lefs fatisfied 
with the aíTurance I gave him of being always 
pcrfeélly rcfigued to the will of Dame Jacinta. 
Willing therefore to pafs for a valet whom fa- 
tigue could not difpirit, I did my duty with the 
beft grace I could aflume, and never complained 
of being up all night; a circumftance v/hich, 
however, I found very difagreeable ; ^nd had it 
not been for the legacy with which I fed my 
hopes, 1 íhould have been very foon difgufted 
with my condition. — Indeed I flept foaie hours 
in the day-time ; and the governante, to do her 
juílice, had a-good deal of regard for me. — This 
muft be afaribed to the care 1 took in gaining 
hergood grace^, by the moft complaiíant and re- 
fpeétful behaviour. When I was at table with 
her and her niece, whofe ñame was Ineíilla, I 
fliifted their plates, filled wine, arid ferved them 
with a moft particular atteation ; by which means 
I inlinuated myfelt into their fricndQiip. One 
day, while Dame Jacinta was gonc out to market, 
K 2 feeing 
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fceing myfelf alone wich InefiUa, I began to 
conyerfe with her, and aflced if her father and 
raothcr were ftill alive. " Oh ! not at all, (an- 
fwered íhe) they are dead long — long ago, — my 
good aunt told me fo, as for my own part, I ne- 
ver faw them." I fincerely belicved the little 
girl, though her anfvver wa&not catagorical; and 
put her into fuch a humour of talking, that íhe 
told me more of the matter than I wantcd to 

Icnovf. She informed me, or rather I gather- 

ed from her artlefs chai, that her good aunt had 
a very good fiiend, who hved hkewife with an 
oíd canon, whoíe temporalíties he managed ; and 
that thefe happy domeílics expeded to join the 
pillage of their maílers by a marriage the fweets 
of which they taíled beforehand, I haré al- 
ready obferved tiíat Dame' Jacinta, though íomc 
what fuperannuated, had ílill a freíhnefs of com- 
plexión. True, indeed, ílie fpared nothing to 
preferve it ; for befides a glyíier which íhe took 
evcry morning, íhe fwallowed during the day, 
and when íhe Vvcnt to bed, lome excellent jel- 
lies of her own compofing, and ílept fomidly all 
night, while í watched my mafter: but that 
which, perhaps, contributed more than any tbing 
to prcferve her colour from fading, was an iíTue, 
w hich Inelilla told me íhe had in each icg.. 
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CHAP. II. 

1^ wbat manner tbe canon was.t^¿ited wben be 

Jell Jick: the confequence ofM ; and the le* 

\ gacy whicb be left to Gil Blas. . 

Í SER VED the licentiate Sedillo threc months, 
without complaining of the bad nights he 
niade me pafs ; at the end of which time he fell 
fick of a fever, and felt his gout increafed by the 
Rain which it occaíioned; fo that, for the firíl 
time in his life, which had been long, he had re- 
couríe to phyíicíans, and fent for Dodor Sangra- 
do, whoxn all Valladolid looked upon as another 
Kippocrates. Dame Jacinta would have been 
bctter pleafed, if the canon had begun by ma- 
king his will, and even dropped fome hints on 
the-fubjeél; but, befides that he did not beheve 
himfelf near his end, in fome certain things he 
was extremely oullinate: I therefore went in 
fearch of Dr Sangrado, and brought him to the 
hpufe. He was a^ tall, meagre, palé man, who 
had kept the íhears of Clotho employed during 
forty years at leaft.'-^Thiíj learned phyfician had 
a very folemn appearance, weighed his difcourle, 
and gave an en%piiaíis to liis expreiiions : his rea- 
foiung was geométrica!, and his opinions ex- 
tremely lingiuar.' 

Aíter haxing examinad the fymptoms of my 
maftcr's dileSíe, lie üiid to hun, wiiii a very phy- 
fical air, '* Tlie buuii^^s here is t» fuppíy the 
deie¿l of peifpiraiiuii, wlr cii is ubitriiéted : others, 
in my place, wouid doiiutleís picfcribe faline 
diaughts, diüíetics, üiapiioretics, and iuch medi- 
cines iis aLuLina \s tíi üjcícuiv and ímphur ; but 
Cathaitics una íudorii.Cj urc peaucious drugs, 
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and all the preparations of chemiílry are only 
calculated to do iriifchkf. Fofr my own part, I 
plraíüfe a method more flmplc, and more ñire.— 
rray,.what is JWfttr ordinary diet?'' V My ufual 
food (replied tne canon) is broth and juicy meat." 
— " Broth rnid juicy meat ! (cried the doélor, 
furprifed) truly, I do not wonder to ñmd you 
ííck : fuch delicious vidluals are poifoned plea- 
fures, and fnares that luxury fpreads for man- 
kind, in order to ruin them the more eíFeélually. 
Yoü muft renounce all palatable food: the molt 
felutary is that which is moft infipid; for as the 
bloed is infipid, it requires fuch viéluals as par- 
falce the moft of its awn nature. And do you 

drink wine ?" (added he) " Yes, (faid the licen- 

tiate) wine diluted.*' " O ! diluted as much 

ás^ you pleafe, (replied the phyfician:) what an 
irregularity is liere ! what a frightful régimen ! 
You ought to have been dead long ago. How 
oíd are you, pray ?" " 1 am goíng in my fixty- 

ninth year,*' (replied the canon.) " Right, 

(faid the phyfician) an early oíd age is always 
the fruit of intemperance. If you had drank 
nothing elfe than purc water all your life, and 
had been fatisfied with fimple nourilliment, fuch 
as boiled apples, for example, you would not 
now be tormentad with the gout, and all your 
limbs would perforní their funélions with eafe. 
I do not defpair, however, of fettin^^ you to rights 
again, proyided you. be whoUy reíigned to my 
diredions." 

The licentiate having prcniifed to *.obey him 
in all things, Sangrado fení: me for a futgeon 
whom he named, and ordered him to take from 
my mafter ílx good porrlngers of blood, as the 
firft effort, in order to fupply the want of perfpi-' 
ration. Then he íaid tp the furgeon, " ?4tifter 
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Martin Onmei, return in three Kours, and take 
as much more; and repcat thc fame evacuation 
to-morrow. It ís a grofs error to think that blood' 
is neceflary for the prefervation of iife : a patient 
cannot be blooded too much ; for as he is oblí- 
ged to perform no coníiderablc motion or exeír- 
cife, but juft only to breathe, he has no more oc- 
cafion for blood than a man who is afleep ; lifr,. 
ín both, confifting in the pnlfe and refpiration 
only." Thc dodor having ordered frequent and 
copíous evacuations of this kind, he told us, that 
wc muíl make the canon drink warm water in- 
ceflantly ; afliiring us that water, drank in abun- 
dance, was the true fpecefic in ail diftemperd 
whatever. And whcn he went awaj, he told 
Dame Jacinta and me, with an air of confidence, 
that he would anfwer for his paticnt's hfe, pro- 
vided we would treat him in the manner he 
had prefcribed. The govemante, who poílibly 
thought otherwife of this method, proteíled that 
it Ihould be foUovved witti the utmoíl exadnefs. 
Accordingly we fet about warming water with 
all difpatch ; and as the phyfician had recom- 
mended to us, above all things, not to be too fpa- 
ring o^ it, we made my maíler drink for the firíl 
dofe two or three pints, at as many draughts. An 
huur after we repeated it, and returning to the 
charge, froin time to time, overwhelmed his ílo- 
macti witli a deluge of water: the furgeon fe- 
conding us, oi\ the other hand, by the quantity 
of blood which he drew from hiin, in lefs than 
two days the oíd canon was redaceJ to extre- 
mity. 

This good prieft being quite fpent, faid* to me 
t^'ith a fceoio voice, a»- í prefcjtited hiiU with a 
large g! ifs orthe ipecific, ** Hold, Gil Blas, give 
ttie no mare of it, ni/ fri^nd : i íee plainly that 
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I muft die, in fpité of the virtues of water ; ani 
tíiough there is fcarce a drop of blood left in my 
body, I don't find myfelf a whit the better ; which 
is a plain proof,.that the moft expcrt- phyfician 
in the world cannot proloag our days,. whea 
tlieir fatal period is arrived ; go, therefore, and 
fetch a iiotary, for I want to make niy wiU." At 
thefe laíl words, which I was not forry to hear, I 
affeéled to fcem melancholy, and^ccmcealed the 
deíire I had to execute his commilÜoRf ** Well, 
But Sir, (faid I) you are not yet lo low,-thank 
God, but that you may recover.** ^^ No, no, 
child, (replied he) it is all over with me, I feel 
the gout mounting upwards, and death approach- 
ing. Make haíle, therefore, and do as I bad thee." 
I perceived, fure enough, that he changed vifi- 
bly, and the aíFair appeared lo urgent, that I 
went out as fallas poffible to fulfil hisK>rders; 
leaving with him Dame Jacinta, who was more 
afraid than Ithat he would die intcílat;^. I went 
into the houfe of the firíl notary. Iv was direded 
to, and findiñg him athome, *' Sir, (faid 1) the 
liceutiate Sedillo, my maíler, draws towards his 
cnd, and wants to have his laíl will níiade; fo 
that there is not a moment to lofe." The no- 
tary, who was a briík oíd man, and took delight 
in raMying, alked what phyfician attended the 

canon? 1 anfwcred, Br Sangrado. At that 

ñame, feizing his hat and cloak in a hurry, 
" Züoks! (cried he) let us make halle; for the 
do£lor is lo expeJitiüüs, that lie feldom gives his 
patients time to fcnd for notarie^: that man has 
choufcd me out of a great many jobs." 

So í'aying, he followcd me with great eager- 
ncfs, and wliile we walked together at a gt>od 
pace, tbat we might aiTive betbre he fhould be 
at tiic iail galp, " Su , (iaid i to him) you know 

that 
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that a teftatCHT at the point of death i$ apt to for- 
gct things: now, if my mafter íhould not re- 
member me, I beg you will remind him of my 
zcal and attachment.*' " That 1 will, my child, 
replied the little notary:) thou mayeft depend 
upon me for that. I will even advife him to 
givc thee fomething confiderable ; let him be 
never fo little difpofed to reward thy fervice." 
The licentiate, when we carne into his chamber, 
had^ílill che ufe of his fenfes, and Dame Jacinta, who 
was with hira^ her vifage bathed in tears, which 
íhe had at command, had played her part, and 
befpoke the good man's benevolence. So that 
íhe and I left the notary alone with him, and 
went into the antichamber, where meeting the 
fargeon, whom the doétof had fent to make onc 
evacuation more, wc ftopped him. " Hold, Mr 
Martin, (faid the góvernante) you cannot get 
into Signor Sedillo's chamber at prefent; he is 
diftating. his laíl will to a notary who is with 
him; when that is done, you íhall have leave to- 
do your office." 

. This pious gentlewoman and I were raticlí 
afraid that the lioentiate would- die before his 
will could be finiálted: but happily for us, the 
deed that occafioned our difquiet was executed : 
and the notary, finding me in his w-iy, as he 
carne out, ciapped me on the ílioulder, faying with 
a fmile, " Gil Blas is not forgotten." Thefe words 
infpired me with exceifive joy; and 1 thought 
myfelf fo much obliged to my mafter for havmg 
rcmembered me, that I promifed to pray with alí 
my heart for his foul, after his death, which foon 
happened; for the furgeon having blooded him 
again, the poor oíd man, who was but too much 
exhaufted before, expired almoíl during the ope- 
ration» As he breatned his Uíl fighs, the phyli» 
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cian carne in, and looked very foóliíh, notwith* 
ftanding his long praólice of difpatching pa^- 
ticnts. Nevcrthelefs, far from imputing the ca- 
non's death ta his watry draughts and evacúa- 
tions, he obferved as he went out, with an air of 
indiñerence, that the patient had not loft blood 
enough, ñor drank a fuíEcient quantity of warm- 
water : while the execationer of this fublime art, 
I mean the furgeon, feeing alfo that there was no 
more occafion for his office, fellowed Doétor San- 
grado. 

As foon as the breath went out of our pa-^ 
tron's bpdy, Dame Jacuita, InefiUa, and I, raifed 
a concert of mournful cries, which were heard 
all over the neigíibonrhood : the governante ef- 
pecially, who had the greateíl caufc to rejoice^ 
uttcred fuch doleful acccnts, that onc wouií 
have thought íhq was the moíl afiliéfed perfon^ 
upon earth ; and the chamber was inftantly fil* 
led with people, drawa thither more by curio- 
fity than compaílion. The relations of the de- 
ceafed no fooner learned the news of his death,v 
than they poured into the houfe, to feal up every 
thmg, and found the houfekeeper in fuch-afl9ic-^ 
tion, that they imagined at 4irft, the canon had- 
not made his wiii : but they foon underftood 
that there was one fanclioned by all the ufual 
fbrmaiities; which, when they carne to open, 
and faw that the tellator had difpofed of his beíl 
eííeéts in favour of Dame Jacinta and the little 
girl, they mavíe his funeral fpeech in terms not 
miich to the honour of his niemory : they pro- 
nounced an eulogiuai on the devotee, at tlic 
lame time, and even bellowed forae praifes on 
me, who,» 1 muil own^ deíei ved fome at their 
hands : for the hcentiate, (reft his foal !) in or- 
der to ínake me rcmembcr him as iong asi 

liiould 
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Ihould live, cxplained himfelfin an article of his 

will, with rcgard to me, in this manner : 

" ítem, as Gil Blas is a young man of fome un- 
derftanding already, in order to complete his 
leaming, I leave to him my library, all my books 
and manufcripts without exception." 

I could not conceive where this pretended li- 
brary could be, havihg never perceived any 
fuch thing in the houfe. I knew only of a few 
papers, with five or fix volumes that ftood upon 
a Ihelf in my mafter*s clofet ; and thefe were my 
legacy; though the books could not beofany 
great fervice to me, one being intitled, the Com- 
plete Houfewifc : another treatcd of Indigeftion 
and the method of Cure ; t|ie reft were, the four 
Parts of the Breviary, which the raoths had al- 
moíl confumed. ' With regard to the Manu- 
fcripts, the moíl curious contained all the pro- 
ceedings of a law-fuit in which he was once en-- 
gaged fbr his prebend. After having examined 
the legacy with more attention than it deferved, 
I left it to the relations who envied me fo much. 
I gave them back the very clothes I wore, and 
refumed my own ; claiming my wages only as 
the fruit of my fervice ; and refolving to feek a 
place elfewhere. As for Dame Jacinta, belides 
the money which was left to her, ílie was in pof- 
feflxon of fome valuable eíFeds, which by the 
affiítance of her good frienxl, íhe had found 
means to fecret, during the iicenciate's laíl ill- 
ncfs. 
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Gil Blas engages bimfelf in tbefervice oj BoEtor 
Sangrado^ and becomes acelebrated pbyfician. 

I RESOLVED to Vifit Signior Aráis de Lon- 
donna, and confult his rcgifter for a ncw 
place ; .but as 1 was juft going into the blind al- 
ley where he lived, I met Dodor Sangrado, 
whom I had not feen fince tbe death of my ma- 
fter, and took the freedom to falute him. He 
recoliefted me immediately, although I had 
changed my drefs, and exprefling fome joy at 
fceing me, " Art thou there, my child? (íaid he) 
1 was juft thinking of thee ; having occafion ror 
a good lad to ferve me, I imagined that thou 
wouldft anfwer my purpofe very well ; if thou 
canft read and write." " Sir, (anfwered I) in ^ 
that particular, I can do your bufinefs." ** Say'ít 
thou fo ? (faid he) then thou art the man I want: 
come to my houfe, where thoi^ íhalt find every 
thing agreeable : 1 will treat thee with diílinc- 
tion ; and though 1 give no wages, thou íhalt 
want for notjiing: I will take care to maintain 
thee handfomely ; and wilieven difcover to thee 
the great myñery of curing all difeafes : m a 
word, thou Ihall rather be my pupil than my 
fervant." 

I accepted the dodor's propofal, in hopes of 
making myfelf illuftrious in phyíic, under the 
auípices of fuch a learncd maíler ; and he car- 
ried me home with him on the inftant, in order 
to initiatc me in the employment for which I 
was defigned. This employuient confifted in 
writing the ñames and places of abode of the 
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paticnts wbo fcnt for him whilc he Was abroad : 
for this purpofe, there was in the houfe a rcgifter, 
in which an oíd woman, who was his fole do- 
meftic, fet down their fcveral direftions j but be- 
fides that íhe was uttcrly ignorant of fpelling, 
íhe wrote fo ill, that for the moft part it'was im- 
poflible to decypher her fcrawl. 1 was invefted 
with the charge of this book, which might have 
been with great juftice ílyled a rcgifter of the 
dead ; for almoft all the people whofe ñames it 
contained gave up the ghoft* I inferted in'it (to 
ufe the expreffion) the nairies of thofe people 
who were to fet out for the other world, as the 
clerk of a ftage-coach office regifters thofe who 
take places. The pen was fcldom out of my 
hand^ becaufe there was not at that time a phy- 
fician in Valladolid of more credit than Do¿lor 
Sangrado, who had acquired great reputation 
with the public, by a pomp of words, a folcmn 
air, and fome lucky cure.% which had done him 
more honour than he deferved. 

He did notwant pradice, ñor, of confequence, 
nioncy, which, hfwever, did not make \\s fare 
the better, his houfekeepinj being extremely 
paríimonioiis ; our ordinary food conüfting of 
peafe, beans, boiled codlins, or cheefe ; which 
aliments (he faid) were agreeable to the fto- 
mach, as being moíl proper for trituration, in o- 
ther words, eafily brayed. Notwithftanding this 
his opinión, however, he did not approve of our 
eating a belly-full even of them : in which, to 
be fure he was much in the right : but. ifhe 
forbid his maid and me to eat a great deal, he 
allowed us, by way of recompencc, to drink a5 
much water as we could fwallow : far froni re- 
ftriding US in this particular, he would fometime« 
fay, " Drink, my children, health coníifts in the 
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fupplenefc and humectatíon of the parts r drink 
water in great abundance : it is an univeríal 
menílruum that diflblves all kinds of falt. When 
the courfe of the blood is too languid, this acce- 
lerates its motion; and, when too rapid, checks 
its impetuofity." The honeft dodor was fo well 
convinced of the truth of this dodlrine, that he 
himfelf drank nothing but water, though he was 
well ftricken m years. He defined oíd age a 
natural decay that withers and confumes us: 
and in confequence of this definition, deplored 
the ignorance of thoíe who cali wine " the milk 
of oíd men :** for he maintained that the juice 
of the grape waftes and deftroys them ; and with 
great eloquence obferved, that this fatal liquor is 
to them, as to all the world, a treacherous friend 
and deceitful pleafure." 

In fpite of all this fine reafoning, I had not 
been eight days in the houfe, when I was feized 
with a loofeaefs, and began to feel great difordcr 
in my bowels, which 1 was raíh enough to af- 
cribe to the univeríal diflblvent and meagre fub- 
fiftence on which I lived. I complained of it to 
my mafter, in hopes that he would relent, and al- 
low me a little wine at meáis : but he was too 
much an enemy to that liquor to gratify my ex- 
peélation. " If thou feeleft in thyfelf (faid he 
to me) any relu¿lañce to fimple element, there 
are innocent aids in plenty , that will fupport thy 
ftomaclr againft the infipid tafteof water; fagc 
(for example) and balm, will give it ah admi- 
rable flavour ; and an infufion of cornpoppy, 
gillj^flower, and rofemary, will render it ílill more 
delicious." 

Notwithftanding all he could fay in praife of 
water, and the excellent beverages he taught me 
to compofe, I drank of it with fuch modera tion, 

that 
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tbat perceiving my temperance, he faid, " Why 
traly, Gil Blas, I am not at all furpriíed that 
thou dolí not enjoy good health. Thou doft 
not drink enough, my friend. Water taken in 
fmall quantities ferves only to difentangle the 
particles of the bile, and give them more adi- 
vity ; whereas they íhould be drowned in a co- 
pious dilution : . don't be afraid, my child, that 
abundanceof water will weaken and relax thy 
flomach : lay afide that panic fear which per- 
haps thou entertaineft of plentiful drinking. I 
will warrant the confequence ; and if thou doft 
not look upon me as a fufficient bondfman, Cel- 
fus himfelf Ihall be thy fecurity. That Román 
oracle beftows an admirable eulogium on water, 
and afterwards fays in exprefs terms, that thofe 
who excufe their drinking of wine, on account 
of a weak ftomach, do a manifeft injury to that 
organ, by ufing fuch a cloak for their own fen- 
fuality." 

As it would not have looked well for me to 
Ihew my felf intradable in the very beginning of 
my career in phyíic, I feemed perfuaded of his 
being in the right, and will even own 1 was ef- 
fedually convinced; fo that I continued to drink 
water on the guarantee of Celfus, or rather to 
drown my bile in copious draughts of that liquor; 
and although I felt myfelf every day more íind 
more incommoded by it, prejadice gotthe bctter 
of experience; fo happily vvas Idifpofed by na- 
tureforbecoming a-phyíician. I could not al- 
ways, howcver, refift the violence of my diforder, 
which increafed to fuch a degree, that I refolved, 
at length, to leave Doclor Sangrado ; but he in- 
velled me with a new employment, which madc 
me change that refolution. " H/UÍ.'ce, my 
chüd, (faid he one day) í am not ene ot thofe 
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haríh and ungratcful mafters who let their do- 
meftics grow grey in their fervice, before they re- 
compenfe them. 1 am weli plcafed with thy 
behaviour ; I have a regará for thee, and with- 
out further delay will make thy fortune. I will 
immediately difclofe to thee the whole extent of 
that falutary art which I have profeflcd fo many 
years. Other phylicians mak^ this coníift in 
the knowledge of a thoufand dífficult fciences ; 
but I intend to go a íhorter way to work, and 
fpare thee the trouble of ftudying phamiacy, 
anatomy, botany, and phyfic. Know, my 
friend, all that is required is to blced the pa- 
tients, and make them drink wami water. Thii 
is the fecret of curing all the diftempers incident 
to mnn. Yes ! that wonderful fecret which I 
reveal to thee, and which naturc, impenetrable 
to my bréthren, hath not been able to hidc 
from my refearches, is contained in thefe two 
points, of plentiful bleeding and frequent 
tlraughts of water. I have nothing more to im- 
pa;t ; thou kiioweñ phylíc to the very bottom, 
i,uJ rcaping tue fruit of my long experiencc 
art become in a twinkling as íkilful as 1 am. 
Thou mayell (continued he) eafe me not a little, 
at prefent : in the morning thou íhalt keep our 
regifter, and inthe afternoon go and viíit a parí 
of my patients : while I take care of the no- 
bility andclergy, thou íhalt go in my room to the 
lioufcsi* óf tmdefmen, wherc I am called ; and 
when thou íhalt have pradifed fome time, I will 
procure thy admiífion into the faculty. Thou 
art learned, Gil Blas, before thou tumeíl phyfi- 
cian; whéreas others prefcribe a long time, ge- 
nerally all their hvcs, without ever becomiDg 
learned." 

1 thanked the doélor for having enabled rae 
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with fuch difpatch to ferve as hls deputy ; and 
as an ackqowledgment of his fevours, aíTured 
him, that I would foUow his maxims as long as 
I lived, even if they íhould be contrary to thofe 
of Híppocrates. But this aíTurance was not al- 
together fincere: for 1 difapproved of his opi- 
nión with regard to water, and refolved to drink 
\vinef every day , when I went out to viíit my pa- 
tients. I committed my own clothes to a peg 
for the fecond time, and put on a fuit of my 
mafter's, that I might appear in all refpeds hke ^ 
a phyfician : after which, I prepared myfelf for 
exercifing medicine at the expence of whom it 
fliould concern. My covip d'eíTai being upon an 
Alguazil who was ill of a pleurify, I ordered 
him to be blóoded without mercy, and fiUed to 
the tongue with water : I went afterwards into 
the houfe of a paftry-cook who lay roaring with 
the gout, and whofe blood I was no more fparing 
of than the Alguazil's ; taking care alfo not to 
reftri£t him in the article of water. For thefe 
prefcriptions, I received twelve riáis, which made 
me fo enanioured of the profeflion, that 1 thought 
" the more mifchief the better fport." Coming 
out of the paítry-cook's houfe, I met Fabricius, 
whom 1 had not feen fince the death of the li- 
centiate Sedillo; and who having looked at me 
fome minutes with furprife, fet his hands in his 
fides, and buril out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. It was not without reafon ; for ha- 
ving a cloak that trailed on the gruund, with a 
doublet and breeches that would ha ve ferved a 
man fbur times as big as me, my figure was truly 
original. I let him laugh till he was tired, notwith- 
out being tempted to follow his example; but I 
conftrained myfelf in order to preferve decorum, 
and the better ape the phyfician, who is no ri- 
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fiblc anipial. If my ludicrous appearance had 
excitad the mirth of Fabriciiis, my gravity in- 
crcafed it ; and when he had indulged it íuffi- 
ciently, " Upon my confcience, Gil Blas, (faid 
he) thou art pleafantly equipped. Who the de- 
. vil has difguifed thee in this manner ? " Softly, 

friend, (replied I) foftly. Leam to Ihew 

more refpe¿l for another Hippocrates; and 
know, that I am the deputy of Doáor Sangrado, 
the moft celebrated phyfician of Valladolid, vvith 
whom 1 have lived thefc three weeks. He has 
taught me phyfic to the very bottom, and as he 
caunot, iñ perfon, attend all the fick who fend 
for him, I aíliíl him in his vifitation : he takes 
care of the great, and I of the plebians." " Very 
well, (replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood of 
the commonalty to thee, while he referves that 
of the gentry to himfelf. I congratúlate thee 
upon thy íhare; for it is better to have to do 
with-the populace, than with perfons of faíhion. 
Happy is a fuburb phyfician ! his faults are lefs 
obfei ved, and his aífaflinations lefs known. Yes, 
my child, (added he) thy fituation is. to be en- 
vied, and to fpeak in the words of Alexander, 
if 1 was not "Tabricius, I could wiíh to be Gil 
Blas." 

To íhew the fon of Barber Nunnez, that he 
had reafon to praife the happintfs of my prefent 
condition, I produced the riáis which I had re- 
ceived from the Alguazil and paftry-cook; 
upon which we went into a public houfe in or- 
der to fpend fome of them. Here we were fer- 
ved with pretty good wine, which the longing 
defire I had of taíling that liquor, making me 
think it ílill better than. it was, 1 drank huge 
draughts of, and (no difparagement to the Ro- 
mán oracle) the more I fiUed my ftomach, the 

lefs 
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lefs did that organ complain of the injury it re- 
:e¡ved. — Fabricius and i having Üaid together a 
long time in the public houfe, and laughed 
tieartily at the expence of ouj mafters, as the 
cuftom is among fervants, we parted in the twi- 
light, after having made a mutual promiíe of 
raeeting again in the fame place, next day in the 
afternoon. 



CHAP. IV. 



Gil Blas continúes to a6l the phvjtcian witl^ equal 
capacity and fuccejs. — 27?<? adventure of the 
ring retrieved. 

IHAD juft got heme when Doélor Sangrado 
carne in, to whom I gaye an account of the 
patients I had vífited, and put into his hand eight 
riáis which remained of thetwelve I hadreceived 
for my prefcriptions. " Eight riáis ! (faid he, 
after having counted them) this is a fmall mat- 
ter for two vifits ; but we mufl refufe nothing." 
So it appearcd : for he kcpt fix, and giving me 
two, ** Hold, Gil Blas, (added he) there is fome- 
thing for thee to begin ftock: I allow thee a 
fourthpart of what thou íhalt get, and thou wilt 
be rich in a very íliort time, my friend ; for, 
pleafe God, there will be plenty of difeafes this 
feafon. 

I had reafon to be contented with my íhare j 
becaufe, refolving to detain always a third part 
of what 1 íhould receive from the patients, and 
afterwards touching a fourth of what íhould re- 
main, it would pn the whole (if there be any 
truth in arithmetic) amount to one half of 

what 
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what I íhould earn. This confideration in- 
fpiring me with new ardour for my profeflion, 
next day when I had dined, 1 refumed my 
phyfical drefs, and going out, viíited feveral 
patients whom I had regiftered, and whom I 
had treatcd after the farae manner, though their 
diftempers were quite different. Hitheito things 
had gone fmoothly on, and nobody (thank hea- 
ven) found fault with my prefcriptions ; but 
however excellent the pradice of phyfic may be, 
it cannot efcape cenfure. Going into the houfe 
of a grocer, whofe fon was dropfical, I there met 
with a httlefwarthy phyfician, called Do¿lor Cu- 
chillo, whom a relationof thegrocer^shadbrought 
along with him. I made profound bows to every 
body prefent, and in particular to the perfon, 
who (I concli ded) was called to confult with 
with me about the diftemper of the patient. 
He faluted me with great gravity, then eyeing 
me attentively for fome minutes, " Signor 
Dodor, (faid he) pray excufe my curiofity ; I 
thought 1 had been acquaintcd with all my bre- 
thren the phyficians of Valladolid : but I confefs, 
your features are utterly unknown to me: fure 
you muft not have been long fettled in this city." 
I anfwered^ that I was a young praditioner, who 
as yet only prefcribed under the aufpices of 
Dodor Sangrada " I congratúlate you (faid he, 
bowing) on your having embraced the method of 
fuch a great man ; and I do not doubt that you 
are already mafter of your bufineís, notwithíland- 
ing your youthful appearance/' He fpoke this 
fo naturally, that I did not know whether he was 
iu jeft or eameft, and 1 was thinking upon fome 
anfwer, when the grocer intefpofing, faid, 
** Gentlemcn, I am perfuaded that you are both 
perfeóÜy weÚ acquainted with the art of phyfic, 

, there- 
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tberefore pray examine the fituation of my for^ 
and prcfcribe what you íhall judge proper for his 
cure." 

Accordingly, the little doélor enquired into the 
fíate of our patient, and after having made me 
obferve all the fymptoms of the difeaíe, aíked in 
what manner I propofed to treat him. " I am 
of opinión, (faid I) that he íhould be bloodcd 
every day, and drink hot water in abundance." 
At thefc words, the little phyfician faid with a 
fatirical grin, " And do you think thefe reme- 
dies will fave his lifc !" " Never doubt that, 
(cried I, in a refolute tone) they muft certainly 
produce that effeól, beipg (as Doétor Sangrado 
obferves) fpecifics againft all kinds of diftem- 
pers." " At that rate, (replied he) Celfus is very 
much to blame, in afluring us, that for the more 
eafy cure of a dropfy, it is requinte to make the 
patient fuffer both hungcr and thirft." *' Oh, 
Celfus (I refumed) is not my oracle : he was as 
Hable to miftakes as any other; and I ha ve fome- 
times found my accóunt in aéling quite contra- 
ry to his opinión." ** I perceive by your dif- 
couiíe, (faid Cuchillo) the fure and fatisfadlory 
method that Doétor Sangrado would inlinuate 
into young practitioners : the whole of his prac- 
tice confiils in bleeding and aqueous draughts ; 
tberefore I am not at all furprifed to fee fo many 
honeft people die under his hands. ' " None of 
your invedlives, (faid l^ interrupting him with 
lome heat) it does not look well to hear a man 
of your profeiíion caft fuch refleélions. Come, 
come, Mr Doctor, abundance of íick people are 
fent to the other world, without being blooded, 
or drinking hot water ; and I don't doubt that 
you ha ve difmiíTed your Ihare of them ; if you 
have any thing to fay againil Do¿tor Sangrado, 
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commit it to paper ; he will anfwer it, and wc 
íhall foon fee on wbich fide the laughers are." 
** By St Jago and St Denis ! (cried he, ina rage) 
you are littlc acquainted with Do¿lor Cuchillo 1 
Know, friend, that I have both tceth and nails, 
and am not at all afraid of Sangrado, who, in fpite 
of hÍ9 vanity and prefumption, is a downright 
ninny." The appearancc of the Jittle doélor raa- 
king me defpife his wrath, I replied with great I 
bittemefs ; he anfwered in the fame manner, 
and we carne to fifty cuffs in a very íhort time : 
fome blows pafled and each of us loíl an handful 
of hair, before the grocer and bis kinfman could 
part US ; which, when they had accomplifhed, I 
was paid for my viíit, and difmifled, while they 
retained my antagonift, who feemed to them the 
more Ikilfiü of the two. 

After this adveiuure, I had like to have met 
with another as bad: for_going to viíit a fat 
chanter, who was ill of a fever, 1 nofooner men- 
tioned hot water, than he fell into a rage againft 
the fpecific, curfed and fwóre, called me a thou- 
fand naiiios, and even threatcned to throw me 
out of the wdndow. I moved ofF faíler than I 
carne in, and not chufing to fee any more pa- 
tients that day, betook myfeif to the houfe ap- 
pointed for the rendezvous between me and Fa- 
bricius, who was airead y there : and as we found 
ourfelves in a frolicfome humour, we drank hard, 
went home in a ftate of elevation — that is, half 
feas over. 

Signior Sangrado did not obferve that I was 
drunk, becaufe he miíiook my extravagant ge- 
ftuies in recounting the quarrel-I had with the 
little do¿lor, for an eífed of the emotion occa- 
íioned by the battle ! belides, having been prin- 
cipaliy concerned in our difpute, he became a 

^ , party, 
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party, and piqued at Cuchillo, faid, •* Thou haft 
done well, Gil Blas, in defending the honour of 
our remedies againft that little abortion of the 
faculty. He affirms then, that aqueous draughts 
are improper for the dropfy ! Ignorant wretch í 

I maintain 1 do that a dropfical patient 

cannot drink too much. Yes, water (added he) 
can cure all kinds of dropfies, as well as rheuma- 
tifms, and the green ficknefs : it is moreover ex- 
cellent in fevers where the patient burns and 
Ihivcrs at the fafne time : and of incrediblc ef- 
fed cven in thofe diftempers that are imputed to 
cold, ferous, and phlegmatic humours : this opi- 
nión may appear ftrange to fuch raw phyficians 
as Cuchillo; but it is eafily fupported by theory 
and praélice ; and if fuch as he were capable of 
reafoning philofophically, inftead of decrying my 
method, they would become my molí zealous 
partizans." 

He did not thercfore fufped my being fud- 
dled, ío much was he enraged ; for in order to 
inflame him the more againft the little do6lor, I 
had^thrown into my ftory fome circumftances bf 
my own invention. Neverthelefs, fired as he 
was with what 1 had told him, he perceived that 
I drank more wat^r that evening than ufual, the 
wine having made me very thirfty. Any other 
than Sangrado would have fufpeéted my extra- 
ordinary drought, and the great draughts I 
fwallowed ; but he firmly believed that 1 began 
to reliíh watry potions ; and faid with a fmile, 
" Ifee, Gil Blas, thou haft no longer an averfion 
to water. Heaven be praifed thou drinkeft it 
now like nedar. A change that does not fur- 
prife me at all, my friend; for I knew that it 
would foon grow familiar to thy tafte/' " Sir, (I 
replied) there is a time for all things : I woul^ 
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not atprefent give a pint of water for an hogíhead 
of wine.'* The doftor charmed with this anfwer, 
did not negleft fuch a fair opportunity of extol- 
ling the excellence of water ; but uttered a new 
eulogium on it, not like a cold advócate, but with 
all the fervour of an enthufiaft. A. thoufand 
times, (cried he) a thoufand and ten thoufand 
times more valuable and innocent than the ta- 
vems of our days, were thofe baths of ages paíl, 
into which people did not go to proftitute, in a 
íhameful manner, their lives and fortunes, by 
glutting themfelves with wine ; but where peo- 
ple wftnt fbr amufement, and drank hot water 
with honour and fccurity ! One cannot enoügh 
admire the wife provilion of thofe mafters of civil 
life, who eftabliíhed public places where water 
was freeiy given to all comers, and who fecured 
the wine in the ílíops of the apothecaries, per- 
mitting it to be ufed by the prefcriptions of phy- 
ficians only. What furprifing fagacity ! it is 
doubtlefs (added he) owing to fome lucky re- 
mains of that ancient frugality, worthy of the 
golden age, that there are ftill a few who, like 
thou and í, drink nothing but water ; and who, 
ás a prefervative from, or cure of all diftempers, 
truft to hot water unboiled : for I have obferved 
that boiled water is more heáyy, and lefs agree- 
ableto the ftoraach." 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I had 
like to have laughed ih his face more than once. 
I kept my gravity however.— ^I did more. — —I 
entered into the dodor's fentiments, inveighed 
againft the ufe of wine, and lamented tíiat man- 
kind had contrañed a taíle for fuch a pernicious 
liquor. Then (as, my thiríl was not íufficiently 
quenched) í filled a large goblet with water, and 
having fwallowed long draughts of it,"" Come, 
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Sir, (faid I to my mafter) let us regale ourfelve^ 
with this benevolent liquor, and revive in your 
houfe thofe ancient baths which you regret fe 
much." He applauded my zeal, and during a 
whole quarter of an hour exhorted me to drink 
nothing but water. In order to familiarize my- 
felfto this prefcription, I promifed to fwallow a 
great quantity every evening ; and that I might 
the more eafily perform my promiíe, went to 
bed with a relblution of going to the tavern eve- 
ry day. 

The oppoíition I met with at the grocer's 
houfe did not deter me from prefcribing warm 
water and bleeding next day. As I carne out of 
a houfe where 1 had been to vifií a frantic poet, 
I met an oíd woman in the ftreet, who, accoñing 
me, aíked if I was a phyfician ; when I anfwer- 
ed in the affirmative, " Well then (faid íhe) I 
moft humbly beg you wili come along with me ; 
my niece was y^fterday taken ijl, and I don't 
know what is the matter with her." I foUowed 
the oíd gentlewoman, who condufted me to a 
houfe, and introduced me to a pretty neat cham- 
ber, where I found a peifon in bed, and going^ to- 
wards her, in order to «nquire into the fymptoms 
of her difeafe, was immediately ftruck with her 
features, which when I had obferved fome mi- 
nutes, I recoUeAed her to be no other than the 
female adventurer who had fo dexteroufly afted 
the part of Camilla. As for her part, flie did not 
feeíh tü remember me ; whether the opprc ffion 
of herown diitemper, or my phyfical garb, {ecu- 

red me from her recolledlion Laying hold of 

her arm, in order to feel the pulfe, 1 perceived 
my ring upon her firiger ; at fight of which, I 
felt a terrible emotion, and a violent delire of at- 
tempting to retrieve it : but confidering that the 
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women iriíght falla crying, and Don Raphael, 
or fomé other champion of the fair fex, come to 
their alfiflance, I was at pains to refiíl the temp- 
tation, and, imagining it would be better to dif- 
femble, and to take the advice of Fabricius, ñuck 
to this laft refolution. In the mean time, the oíd 
woman preíFmg me to let her know the nature 
of her nicce's •diílemper, I was not fool enough to 
own myfelf ignorant of the matter ; but, on the' 
contrary, afteding the man of íkill, and copying 
my maíler's deportment, 1 told her with great 
gravity, that the diílemper proceeded froni the 
patient's want of perfpiration, and that,, of con- 
íequence, íhe muíl be Ipeedily* blooded, that eva- 
cuation being the only fubftitute of perfph'ation : 
1 likewife prefcribcd warm water, that the rules 
of our pradice might be exadly obferved. 

Having made my vilit as íhort as poflible, I 
ran to find the fon of Nunnez, whom I met at 
the door, going out to execute a commiílion for 
his mafter. I told him my new adventure, alk- 
ing if he thought I fiíould caufe Camilla to be 
arreftcd in courfe of láw ; he anfwered, ** Not at 
all. That is not the way to fee thy ring again; 
for the officeis of juílice hate to make reílitution. 
Remeniber the jail of Aííorga, where thy horfe, 
money, and even thy clothes, Avere detained by 
thefe harpies. \^"e nmft ráther make ufe of our 
own induítry, in recovering thy jewel : FU un- 
dertake to find out lome ftratagem for that pur- 
pofe ; and I vvill think of it in my way to the 
hofpital, w^here I carry a íhort meíTage to the 
fteward, from my mañer. — Go and wait^or me . 
at our tavern, andlDe not impatient, for 1 will be I 
with thee in a very little time." 

He did not, however arrive at the rendezvous, j 
tiU after I had been there three hours : and then 
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fo difguifed, that at firft I did not know liim ; for 
he changed his drefs, twifted his hair into a queu, 
covered one half of his face witli a pair of artiíi- 
cial whiíkers, provided himfelf with a huge 
fword, the hilt of which was at leaft three feet in 
circumference ; and marched at the head of five 
men who looked as fierce as hitnielf, and wore 
alfo long raprers, aqd thick miiítachios. •' Your 
fervant fignior Gil Blas, (faid he, accofting me) 
you fee in me an alguazil of a new ílamp, and 111 
thefe brave fellows who accompany me, foldiers 
of the fame model. Shew us oñly the houfe of 
the wonian who ftole your diamond, and be af- 
fured that we will make her reílore it in a twink- 
ling." I embraced Pabiicius, at this difcourfe, 
whích explaiiled the lüatagcm he intended to 
put in pra¿tíce in my behalf ; and affured him, 
that 1 very much approved of his expedíent. I 
faluted alfo the falfe foidiers, who were three va- 
lets, and 'two jouriieymen barbers of his acqüain- 
tance, whoñi he had engaged to aét this part. 
Having treated the whole brigade v/ith wine, we 
went altogether, in the twilight, to Camilia's lod- 
gings, and knocked at the door, which the oíd 
woman opening, and tuking my attendants for 
the terriers of juílice, who never entered that 
houfe without, caufe, was íeized with confterna- 
tion. ** Courage good mother, (faid Fabricius to" 
her) \^e are come lúther oniy on accouñt of a ^ 
fmall afíair that will foon be determined." So 
faying, we advanced to the chamber.of the fick 
pedbn, conducled by the oíd woman, who waik- 
.ed before, lightiilg us with a wax taper in a íil- 
ver candlcllick. Taking the candle in my hand, 
I went towards the bed, and difcovccing my face 
to Caihilia, " Perfidious w^nan ! (íaid 1 ) behold 
the too credulous Gil Blas, whom you have trick- 
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cd. Ah wretch ! I have found you at laíl, and 
the corregidor, ip confequence of my informa- 
tion, has ordered this alguazil to apprehend you. 
Come, i\Ir Tipílaff, (faid I to Fabricius} do your 
oñice." ** There is no occafion (anfwered he, 
laiíing his voice) for exhorting me to my duty. 
I remember that there creature, who has been a 
long time marked in my memorándum -book, 
with red letters. Rife, my princefs, (added he) 
drefs yourfelf with all difpatch. I intend to be 
your uílier, and condud you to the city-jail, if 
you think well of it." 

At thefe words, Gamilla, fick as íhe was, per- 
ceiving that two of his foUowers, with great 
whiíkers, were about to drag her out by forcé, 
fat up in her bed, clafped her hanás in a fuppli- 
ant püftiíre, and looking at me with terror in her 
eyes, •* Signor Gil Blas, (faid fhe) I conjure you 
by the chafte mother who bote you, to have pity 
upon me ! though I am very guilty, I am ftill 
more un&nunate ! don't ruin me ; I will reftore 
your ring/V : íSp faying, íhe took it oft'from her 
tinger, and jnit it into my hand, But 1 told her, 
my diamond alone would not fufüce: and that 
íhe muft, befides, make reftitution of the thou- 
fand ducats wliich had been lióle from me in the 
fumiíhed lodging. " Oh Signor ! (fhe replied) 
do not aík your ducats of me ; the traitor Don 
Raphad, whom I have not feen íince that time, 
carried them off the fame night." — " Oho, my 
little darling, (faid Fabricius to her) you think 
to get out of the fcrape, by denyiag you had 
any íhare of the booty; but you íhan't be fo 
ealily quit, I afíure you: your being an accom- 
plice of Don Raphael is a fufficient reafon for 
obliging you to give^an account of your paft 
Ufe. You have, doubtlefs, a great many things 
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on your confcience, and thereforc you íhall go to 
pri/on, if you pleafe, and make a general confef- 
fion. I will carry tl/is oíd gentlrwoman thither 
alíb ("added he ;) for I imagine íhe knows a grcat 
many curious ftories, which the corregidor wiil 
not be forry to hear." 

At tliefe words the two women put every 
tbing in praélice to melt us ; filling the cham- 
ber with cries, groans, and lamentations : while 
the oíd woman on her knecs, fo netimes before 
the, alguazil, and lometiaies before his íittend- 
ants, endeavoured to move their compaflion ; 
Camilla iirplored me in tlie moíl affeíling^ 
manner, to Vave her from the hands of juftice. 
Upon which, I pretended to relent, faying 
to the fon of Nunnez, ¡VJr Orficer, fince I 
have got íny diamond, I am fatisfied. I don-t 
defire to give this poor woman any further 
trouble: and would not even feek the death of 
a finner. " For Ihame, (faid he) a m:in of your 
humanity would make a bad trooper: but I 
muft aíquit myfelf of my conimiírion, by wnxh 
I am expreísly ordered to apprcheiid theíe infan-^ 
tas 'y for the corre^kior wants to make an ex- 
araple of tliem." For hpaveti's fake ! (I replied) 
llave fome regard to cntreaty, and abate a lirtle 
of your fev'erity, m conpAdeíation. of tüe preícnt 
which thcfe ladies will otfer. ''Oh I tliat's anolher 
affair, (faid he) that is what \ve cali a figure of 

xhetoric well placed Come, let us fee what. 

they have got to give nie." '' I have (faid Ga-< 
milla) a pearl necklace and ear-rihgs of a confí* 
derable valué. Here üie was inter^uptcd w^ith, 
" Yes, but if they come from the t'hiliippine 
Ifles, ril have none of ihem." " You niay take 
them upon my wovd, TU warrant' them genu- 
ine," (faid ílie) at.the fam.e time defiiiag the oíd. 
< ^ M- ^ y<or 
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woroan to bring a little box, out of which íhe 
took the necklace and ear-rinj^, and put tbera 
into the alguazil's hand. Though he knew no 
more of jewels than I did, he was perfuaded that 
tlie diamonds of the ear-rings were genuine, as 
well as the pearls of the necklace; tberefore^ 
havlng examined them attentively, " Thefe 
jewel<5 (faid he) feem to be of a good water, and 
provided the filver candleílick, which Signor Gil 
Blas has in his hand, be added to them, I wont 
anfwer for my fidelity." I don't believe (faid I 
to Camilla) that you will for a trifle, break ofFa 
treaty fo much to your advantage. So faying, I 
gave the light to the oíd woman, and the can- 
dleílick to Fabríciüs, who being fatisfied with 
what he had got, becaufe (perhaps) he faw no- 
thing elfe in the room which he could eafily car- 
ry off, fuid to the ladies, " Adieu, my princefles, 
live in pea ce. I will fpeak to the corregidor, 
and reprefent you whiter than fiíow : for fuch as 
we can give what turn we pleafe to things, and 
never tell him the plain truth, except when we 
are under no temptation to lie." 



C H A P. V. 

The fequel qf the ring retrieved. Gil Blas quiti 
the profcjjlon of phjific^ and tnakes his retreai 
from Valladolid. 

A FTER havmg in this manner executed the 
XTL fchcme of Fabriciu«, we left Camilla's 
lodgings, congratulating ourfelves upon a piece 
of fuccefs that even furpafled our expeétation ; 
for we had laid our account with recovering the 
ring only. However, we carried off the reft 
without ceremonyj and^ far from making a 

fcruplc 
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^ruplp of rohbing courtezans, we thoiight we 

had done a meritorious a¿lion *' Gentlemen, 

(faid Fabricius, when he had got into the ftreet) 
it is my opinión that we íhould go back to the 
tavern, and fpend the night in raaking merry. 
To-morrow we will fell the candleftick, neck- 
lace, and car rings, and íhare the money hke 
brothers; after which we will return to our feve- 
ral homes, and make the beft excufe we can to 
our madera.'' This propofal of the alguazil feem- 
ed very reafonable to u^ all ; we returned to the 
tavem, fome of us believing we could eafily find 
an excufe for having lain abroad, and others not 
caring whether they íhould be difmifled or no. 

We ordered a good fupper, and fat down to 
table with as much appetite as good humour. 
The repaíl was feafoned with a thoufand agree- 
able fallies; and Fabricius in particular, enli- 
vened the converfation, and diverted us all ex- 
tremely, by innumerable ftrokes replete with 
Caílilian fait, which is equal at leaft to the an- 

tient Attic. But while we were in this jovial 

difpofition, our mirth was all of a fudden over- 
caft by an unforefeen accident. A man of a 
pretty good meia entered the room, where we 
were at fupper, followed by two others of a ter- 
rible afped ; after thefe, three more appeared j 
and we counted no lefs than twelve who carne 
in thus, three by three, armed with carabines, 
íwords, and bayonets. — We foon perceived them 
fo be the foldieils of the patrole, and it was not 
difficult to guefs their intention; wherefore we 
had fome thoughts, at firfl: of making refiftance ; 
but they furrounded us in an inftantj and kept 
US in awe, as well by their íiumbers as; their fire- 

aims. " Gentlemen, (faid their commander 

to us> with a iheer) I know by what ingenius ar- 

tific- 
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tifice you tiave recovered a ring from the hands 
of a certain llic-adventurer; and to be fure, the 
contrivance is excellent, and richly dcferves a 
public recompence, which you íliall by no means 

mifs. JiiíÜce has already appoiñted an apart- 

meiJt for you in her own houfe, and will not fail 
to reward fuch a mafterly attempt." This dif- 
courfe very much difconcerted all thofe to whom 
it was addreíTcd: our countenances changed, and 
we felt, inour turn, the fame fear with which we 
had infpired Camilla. — . — Fabricius, however, 
though palé and difmayed, endeavoured to jufli- 
fy what he had done. *' Sir, (faid he) as we had 
no bad intention, this little trick might be for- 
given." *' How the devil! (cried the command- 
ant in a rage) do you cali this a little trick? 
Don't you know that it is a hanging matter? For, 
bcfides that no man is allowcd to do juftice to 
himfclí' without the cognizance of the law, you 
hiive carried off a candleílick, necklace; and ear- 
ring, that did not belong to you; and, which is 
ftill vvorie, in order to coinmit that robbery, 
you. have difguiíed yourfelvcs like tipftaves. 
VV^ietches! to drefs yourlelves in the. habit of 
fuch honourable people, to do mifchief I íhall 
thmk you very lucky if yau are only fentenced 
to the gallies/' When he had convinced us that 
the affair was much haore ferious than we affií'ft 
imagined, we fell down together at his feet, and 
begged he would have pity on our youth. ' But 
our prayers- were unregarded ; and beíides, he 
rejeáed a propofal we made of quitting to him 
the necklace, ear-4'ings, and candleñick: eyen 
my ring was refufed, becaufe (I fuppofe) it was 

oífered before too much company. In íhort, 

he was quite inexorable; ordered my compa- 
ixions. to hediíarmed, and carried. us all toget{ier 

to 
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to the public jail. Jn our way thither one of 
the guard told me, that the oíd woman vvho lired 
with Camilla, fufpe¿l¡ng that we were not the 
real footpads of jiiftice, had foUowed us to the 
tavern ; and there being confirmed in her opi- 
nión, had revenged herfelf upon us, by inform- 
ing the patrole of the whole aiTair. 

We were immediately plundered'of every 
thing ; the neckluce, diamonds, and candleftick 
feized ; as alfo my ring, together with the ruby 
of the Philippine Ifles, which I had unfortunate- 
ly in my pocket. 1 hey did not even fpare the 
riáis which I had that day received for my pre- 
fcriptions : which was a fure fign to me that the 
people belonging to juftice at Valladolid are as 
expert in their office as thofe at Aftorga, and 
that the raanners of all thefe gentlemen are e- 
yery where alike. While I was rifled of my 
jewels and caíh, the officer of the patrole re- 
counted our adventure to thefe agents of the 
plunder; and the aíFair feemed to them of fuch 
a ferious nature, that the majority thought we 
defervej a halter ; but others lefs fevere imagi- 
ned we might get ofF for tvvo hundred lailies 

each, and a few years fervice^in the gallies. • 

Üntil the corregidor fliould think proper to de- 
cide our affair, we were lockcd up in a dungeon, 
where wé lay upon llraw, with which it was 

ftrewed hke a ítable lictered for borles. Here 

we might have remained long enough, and at 
lall exclianged our ha^jitation forrlie grJlies, liad 
not Signor Manuel Ordonnez next day heaid of 
our misfortune, and refolved to procure the li- 
berty of Fabricius, wliich he couid not do with- 
out obtaining alfo the difmiílion oí us all. Being 
a man very muclí eílec^ned in the city, he did 
not fpare foücitatiüus, and paitiy by his own 

cred' 
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credit, and partly by that oí his friends, at the 
cnd of three days effeéled our cnlargement. But 
\ve did not come out as \ve had gone in ; ihc 
candleftick, neck-lacc, and car-rings, ray ring, 
ruby, and riáis, being detained: which raade me 
remembér thofe verfes of Virgil, that begin with 
Sk vos non vobis. 

As foon as we were fet at libcrty we retumed 
to our niafters; and Dador Sangrado received 
me very kindly, faying, " My poor Gil Blas, I 
did not hear of thy misfortune till this morning, 
and was jiift going to make ftrong folicitations 
in ihy bííhalf. Thou muft confole tbyfelf, my 
friend. for ihi? accident, and attach thyfelf mo;e 
tbíin cver to phyíicj' " That is my defign," 
faiu I. And truly I thought of nothing elfe. 
Far from want,ing buíinefs, it happcncd, as my 
mafter had fore^old, that diftempers were very 
rife, the fmall pox and putrid fever beginning to 
ravagc the city and fuburbs; fo that aU the phy- 
ficians in Vaiíadolid, and we in particular, had 
abundance of praélice. — Scarce a day pafled in 
which we did not viílt eight or ten patients each; 
from whence it may be eafily conccived what a 
qimmity ot blood was fpilt, and water drank. 
But 1 do not know how it happened, all our íick 
dicd, elther on account of our malpradtice, or 

becaufe their difeafcs were incurable.' Cer- 

tain it is, we very feldom had occafion to make 
three viíits to one patient: at the fecond, w 
were either told that he v/as juíl going to be bu- 
ried, or found him at the lall gafp, and as 1 was 
but a yoúng phyiician, who had not yet time to 
be inured to murder, 1 began to be very uiieafy 
at the fatal events which jnight be laid to niy 

charge. " Sir, (faid 1, one evening, to Dr 

Sangrado) I take heaveu to witneis that I follow 

your 
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Jour method with the utmoft exadnefs; yct 
^everthelefs, cvery one of my patients leaves me 
in thc lureh. It looks as if they took a pleafure 
in dying, merely to bring our praftice into dif- 
credit. This very day I met two of thefn go- 
ing to their long home/* " Why, truly, child 
(anfwered he) I have reafon to make prétty much 
the fame obfervation : I have not often the fatis- 
faftion of curing thofe who fall into my hands ; 
and if I was not fo fure as I am of the principies 
on which I proceed, I think my remedies wer& 
pemicious in alnioft all the cafes that come un- 
der my c?re." " If you will takc my advice, 
Sir, (faid i) we will change oUr method, and give 
chymical preparations to our patients, through 
curiofity ; the worít that can happen will only 
be, that they produce thc fame cíFeél that foí- 
lows our bleedings and warm water." I w^ould 
willingly make that experiment (he replied) 
provided it could have no bad confequence ; but 
I have piiblilhed a book, in^hich I have extol- 
led the ufe of frequent bleeding and aqueous 
draughtsj and wouldft thou have me go and de- 
cry my own work ?" " Oh ! you are ccrtainly 
in the right, (faid I) you mufl: not give your e- 
nemies fuch* a triumph overyou: they would 
fay, you .are at laíl difabufed ; and therefore ruin 
your reputation. Periíh rather the nobility, 
clergy, and people! and let^ us continué in our 
oíd path. After all, our brother dóélors, not- 
withitanding their averfion for bleeding, perform 
as few miracles as we do: and I believe their 
drugs are no better than our fpecifics.** 

We went to work therefore afreíh and pro- 
ceeded in fuch a manner, that in lefs than fix 
weeks we made more widows and orphans than 
the fieffe of Troy. Bv the number of burials 

or 
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one would have thought that the plague was in 
Valladolid; and every day fome father carne to 
our houfe, to demand an account of his fon, 
whom we had raviíhed frortí him, or fome únele» 
to upbraid us with his nephews death. As for 
the fons and nephews, whofe fathers and úneles 
we had difpatched, they íiever appeared to com- 
plain : the hufbands too were very civil, and 
never cavilled with us aBout thelofs of their 
wives. But thofe affliíled people, whofe re- 
proaehes we were obliged to undergo, were fome- 
times very brutal in their grief, and caUed us ig- 
norant aflaílins. As they did not fpare me in 
particular, I was affliéled by their epithets : but 
my mafter, wh© was ufed to fuch aceidents, heard 
them without the leaíl emotion. I might, per- 
haps, in time, have bcen accuftomed to reproach 
as well as he, if heaven, doubtlefs, to rid the fick 
-people in Valladolid of one of their moft fevere 
icourges, had not produced an occafion that gave 
me a difguíl to phyfic, which I pradifed with fo 
little fucceíi. 

Therc was in our neighbourhood a tennis 
court, to which the idlc people in town daily re- 
forted, and, among the reft, one of your profeffed 
bullies, who take upon themfelvcs the office of 
arbiters, and decide all differences that happen. 
He was from Bifcay, his ñame Don Rodrigo de 
Mondragon, abouí thirty years of age, of an or- 
dinary make, but lean and mufcular ; he had two 
little twinkling eyes, that rolled in his head, and 
threatened every body he looked at; a very flat 
nofe, placed between red whiíkers, that curiad 
up to his very temples, and a manncr of fpeaking 
fo róugh and paílionate, that his words ftruck 

terror into every body. This racket-breaker 

kad made himfelf tyrant of the tennis-court,' 
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where he judged all difputes tlíat happened a- 
mong thofe who played, in the moft imperious 
manner, and no man durft appeal from his deci- 
fion; unlefs he could refolve to fight him next 
day. Such as I ha ve defcribed Don Rodrigo, 
who, notwithftanding the Don» he had prefixed 
to his ñame, was an arraíHt rafcal, he captivated 
the miftrcfs of the tennis court, who was a wo- 
man of about forty years of age, rich and agree- 
able enough, and in the fifteenth month of her 
widowhood. 1 know not how he won her heart; 
for, doubtlefs, it wras not by his beauty ; but 
furely by thatjV ne fcai qmi which c^nnot be ex- 
preflTed. Be that as it wiil, flie had a paffion for 
him, and adually defigned to take him for her 
huíband : but while prepara tions were muking 
for the confümmation of that affair, íhe feli fick, 
and unhappiiy employed me as her phyficiaa. — 
If her difteraper had not been a malignant fe- 
ver, my prefcriptions were fufficient to cn- 
danger her life ; fo that in four days I filled the 
tennis-court with mourning ; the miftrefs went 
the way of all my patients, and her relations took 

poíTeffion of her ellate. Don Rodrigo, njade 

defperate by the lofs of his miílrefs, or rather by 
being baulked in his expedation of a very ad- 
vantageous match, not only curfed and reviled 
me, but alfo fwore, that he would run me tiiro' 
the body whenever he could catch me, and ex- 
terminate me from the face of the earth. A 
charitable neighbour informed me of this oath, 
and advifed mé not to ftir abroad, for fear of 
meeting thia devil of a man. This advice, 
which 1 had no intention to negleól, filled me 
with confufion and dilmay : I fanciéd inceflknt- 
ly, that I faw this farious Bifcayan coming into 
VoL. I. N t^ 
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tlie houfe ; and could not enjoy one momentos re- 
pofe. This eñeélually detached me from phyfic, 
and my fole care was how to free myfelf from 
difquiet. I refumed my embroidered fuit, and 
after having bid adieu to my mafter, who could 
not perfuade me lo ftay, quitted the city at day- 
break, not without ^fprehenfion of meeting 
Dpn Rodrigo in my way. 



CHAP. VI. 

\Ofhh roiit wben be left Valladolid- ; and the per ^ 
jotí bejeined on tbe road. 

T W A.LKED very faíl, lookíng behind rae from 
•*- time to ti ne, to fee if this formidable Bifcay- 
an was not at my heels* ; my imagination being 
fo much poffeíTed by that fellow, that 1 tQok e- 
very tree or buíh I faw for liim ; anS every mo- 
ment felt my heart throb with fear. I plucked 
up my courage, however, whcn I hadgone a 
good league, and continued at an eafier pace my 
journejf towards Madrid, whither my purpofc 
Mas to go. 1 íhould have quitted Valladolid 
without regret, had I not bsen forry to part from . 
l'abricius, my dear Pylade», to whom I could not 
fo much as bid adieu : but it gave me no morti- 
fication to renjunce phyíic : on the contrary, I 
begged pardon of God for having exercifed it at 
all though I did not fail to count, with pleafure, 
the money I had in my purfe^ notwithftanding its 
being the falary of my aíTaíIínations : in that re- 
fped, refembhng thofe ladies of pleafure, who 
- reform their moráis, but, neverthelefe, keep falt 
hold of the wages of fin. My whole fortune a- 
mounted to pretty naar Úíz valué of five ducats, 
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¡n riáis ; on the ílrength of wliich, I expeded to 
reach Mudjrid, where I did not doubt of finding 
fome good place : belidcs, I longed paffionately 
to fee that auguft city, which had heen extolled 
to me as the epitome of aü the \VQnders of the 
World. 

While I recollecSed all that I had heard in ¡ts 

praife, and enjoyed its pleafmes^by anticipation, 

I heard the voice of a man behind me finging at 

full ílretch. He had' a leathem wallet on his 

back, a guitarre hanging about his neck, a long 

fword by his íide, and walked fo faft, that he 

was np with me in a vcry íhort time. Being 

one of the jouineymen baibfírs, with whom I 

hadbeen imprifonéd in the adventure of th^ 

ring, weknew one anotherimmediately^though 

Gur drefs was altered, and were very much fiir^ 

prifed at meeting fo unexpeéledly on the high- 

way, I aflured hím that I was extrcmeiy glad to 

have him for a fellow-traveller, .and his jpy feem- 

ed no lefs at meeting with me. I tcld him" my 

reafon for quitting Valladolíd ; and he repofcd 

the fame cor.fidence in me, by letting me know 

that he had quarrelled with Lis maíter, and bid 

him an eterna] adieu. " If I had been incíined 

(added he) to live any lonper in Valladolid, I 

could have found employment in abundance of 

íhops ; for, without vanity, I can handle a razor, 

and curl a niuftachio, as well as e'er a barber in 

Spair : but I could no longer refiíl the violent 

delire I had to vííit the place of my nativity, 

%om which 1 have been abfent thefe ten years. 

1 want to breathe my Qwn country air a little, 

and know the lituatíon of my family, with whoni 

I hope to be in two days ; for they hve at a 

place c^Ued Olmedo, a market-town on thisfide 

¿iSegpvia." 

N 2 Opt,zed.yG5^1vir- 
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Refolving to accompany this barber to his 
own home, and from thence go tó Segovia, in 
order to take the opportunity of fome conve- 
nience to Madrid, we purfued our journey, and 
difcouríed of indiíTercnt fubjeéts. He was a 
young ftUow of fome wit and humour : and 
^\hen we had converfed together an hour, he 
aíked how my ílomach wasdifpofed? I anfwered 
he ftiould fee at the firft inn. Upon which he 
faid, *' We had better make a paufe in the mean 
time : I have fomething for breakfaft in my wal- 
let ; for when I travel, I always take care to 
have provifion along with me. ' I don*t íroublc 
niyfelf with clotlíes, linen, and other ufelefs bag- 
gpge : but refolving to haré nothing fuperfluous, 
jKll my knapíack with belly-timber, my razors, 
and a waíh-ball." I commended his prudence, 
and confented, with all my heart, to the paufe 
he propofed ; for I was hungry, and refolved to 
make a good meal, which I could not bat cx- 
pe¿t, after what he Uad told me, We turnad a 
little cut of the highway, in order to fit upon the 
grafs, whcre my friend the barber took out his 
viduals, confifting of five or fix onions, with a 
few cruíts of bread and cheefe : but what he pro- 
duced ís the bettfurniture of his budget, w^as a 
little bottle, full (as he faid) of delicate wine. 
Though our dilhes were not very favoury, hunger, 
being very urgent with us both, made theni relilh 
pretty well ; and we émptied the bottle, which 
ccntained about two pints, of a fort of wine 
which 1 don't ehufe to boall much of : aftcr 
w^hich, we got up, and continued our journey 
with great good humour. The barber, who had 
been informed by Fabricius tha.t I had met with 
fome very particular adventures, defired to hear 
them from my owu mouth, afatisfadionl could not 

refufe 
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réfiífe to a man who had regaled me ío fumptu- 
ouíly. When I had gratified his curioíity, 1 told 
h¡m he could do nb lefs, in return for ray com- 
plailance, than reeount the ftory of his o.vn life. 
" O ! as for my ftory, (cried he) it is not worth 
hearihg, as it contains nothing but ordinary faíts: 
neverthélefs, (^added he) íince we have nothing 
elfe to do, you íhail hear it fuch as it is." So» 
laying, he related it, pearly in thefe words. 



CHA P. VIL 

T/Je fíorjr of tke journeyman barbcr^ 

FERDIlSf ANDO Peres de la Fuenta, my 
grandfather, (I go to the fountain-head) 
after há ^ing been fiíty years barber in the village 
of Olmedo, died, and left four íbns, the eldeft of 
whon> took poflcííion 6f his íhop, and fucceeded 
lliim in the bafiuefs ; Bertrand, the fecond, ha- 
vingan. inclinatlqn for trade^ becaine a mercer;: 
Thomas, who was the third, kept a fchool ; ani 
the fourth, whofe ñame was Pedro, feettng him- 
felf born for the belles lettres, fold a little lot of 
ground w^hich he had for his* patrimony, and 
went to live at Madrid, where he hoped, one 
day, to diítinguiíh himfelí by his wit and Icarn- 
ing ; whiíe his three brothers did nol feparate, 
but fdttling at Olmedo, marrled the daughters ot 
hiifbandmen, who, in ILeu of fortune, brought 
them abundancc of children, breeding as if it 
had been for a wagcr. My mother,, the barber's, 
wife, brought fix into the world, for her íhare, in 
the firft five years of jher márriage, of whfich. 
number 1 am one. My father taught me be- 
times to íliave, and when I arrived at the age o£ 
N3 fifte- 
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fifteen, put this wallet upon my íhoulders, and 
girding rile with a long fword, faid, " Go, Diego, 
thou art now in a condition to gain a livelihood: 
go and fee the worid : thou haft occafion for a 
Jittle travelling, to rub thee up, and make thee 
perfed: in thy bufinefs. March^ and don^t re- 
turn to Olmedo, before thou haft made a tour of 
Spain. Let me not hear from thee until this be 
perfbrmed." At thcfe words, he embraced me 
very aíFeélionately, and turned me out of doors. 

Such was the behaviour of my father at part- 
ing with me. But my mother, whofe mannen 
were not quite fo rough, feemed more afFeéled on 
this occafion : íhe let fall fome tears, and aven 
flipped a ílucat privately • into my hand. So I 
quitted Olmedo, and took the road to Segovia ; 
of which, however, I had not walked above two 
hundred paces, when I ftopped to examine my 
knapfack, being defirous of feeing what it con- 
tained, and of knowing precifely the extent of 
my pofleílion. I found a cafe and two razors, fo 

. niuch wore, that they feemed to have íhaved 
two generations, with a thong of leather to fet 
them^ and a lump of foap : befides, there was a 
can vas íhirt quite new, an oíd pairof my father's 
íhoes, and, what gave me more pleafure than all 
the reft, twenty riáis wrapped in a Imen rag. 
This was my whole fortune, by which you may 
conclude, that Mafter Nicholas the barbar relied 
a good deal on my ikill, fince he fent me away ío 
poorly provided. Neverthelefs, the pofleílion of 
a ducat and twenty riáis did not fail to charm a 

^ young fellow like me, who hud never before 
been maíter of coin. * I believed my funds were 
incxhauftable, and coniinued my journey in a 
tranfp0rt of joy, admiring every moment the 

hüt 
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hilt of my fword, which thumped againíl my 
hams, or got between my legs, at every ftep. 

Arriving at the village of Ataquines, in the 
evening, very íliarp fet, 1 went to lodge at an inn, 
and, as if I had been a man of fortune, called for 
fapper, with an air of authority. The landlord 
having furvey^ed me fome time, and feeing wbo 
he had to do with, faid, in a very obliging man- 
ner, " Mafter, you fhall be fatisfied; we-wü! 
treat you like a prince."* So faying, he íhewed 
me into a little room ; where, in a quarter of an 
hour, tliey brought me a ragout made of ram 
cat, which í eat as greedily as if it had been com- 
pofed of a rabbit or haré. This excellent diíh 
was accompanied with wine, fo good, as he faid, 
that the king himfelf could riot drink better. 
Notwithílanding this eulogium, I pérceived it 
was curfedly four ; but this did not hinder me 
from doing as mach honour to it, as^ I had al- 
ready done tp tha ragout : and to complete the 
treatment of a prince, I was conducled to a couch 
more proper for encouraging watchfulnefs than 
fleep ; bemg a truckle-bed fo narrow and íhort, 
that, little as I was, I had no'rpom to lie in it 
with my legs extended : befides, inílead of mat- 
trefs and feather bed, it had only a wretched 
flock bed, covered with a doubled íheet, which 
had ferved an hundred diíTerent travellers, at 
leaít, fince the lail* walhing. Neverthelefs, in 
fuoh a convenience, my Itomach full of ragout, 
and that delicious wine which the hndlord had 
recommended, thanks to my youth and confti- 
tution, I enjoyed a found fleep, and fpent the ' 
night without indigeftion. 

Next day, after having breakfaíled, and paid 
fauce for my good cHeer, I made but one llage 
to Segoviáj and, on my firíl arrival, had the 

.good 
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good fortuné lo .be employed in a íhop for my 
board and lodging: here, however, Iftayedbut 
fix nionths ; being feduced by abroth^r journey- 
man of my acquaintance, who longed to fee Ma- 
drid, and with whom Lfet out for that city. 
There I got a place on the fame terms as at Sego- 
via, in a well-accuílomed íhop, much frequented 
on account of the neighbourhood of the churcb 
of Santa Cruz,and the prince's theatre : my ma- 
fter, two journeymen, and I, being fcarce fuí- 
cient to trim all our cuílomcrs, who coníifted of 
people of all ranks, and, amongothers, of playen: 
and authors. One day two perfons of the laft 
proteflion, being there together, began to dif- 
courfe about the poetry and pocts of the time, 
and hearing them mención the namoof my im- 
cle, I liftened to their coñverfation with great at- 
tention. " Don Juan de Zaveleta (faid one of 
them) is an author,' in my opinión, beneath the 
pablic notice; a cold genius, a man without 
fcincy : his laft piece has done him infinita preju- 
dice." "And pray, (faid the other) has ever 
Lewis Valez de Guevara produced a good work ; 
Was ever any thing more wretched than his-per- 
forraances?" They named a great many more 
poets, whom I have íorgot. 1 remember only 
that they fpoke dontemptuouíly of them all,'ex- 
cept my únele, of whom they made honourablc 
-niention, agreeing that he Vas a lad of merit. 
^ Yes, (faid one of them) Don Pedro de la 
Fuenta is an excelleat writer: his book's contaia 
a delicate raillery mixed with erudition,^which 
make them agreeably fativical; and I am not at 
all furprized at his being efteemed Uy the court 
and city, or at his receiving felaries from feveral 
grandees." He has, indeed, (faid theother) en^ 
¿oyed a jpretty large mcoaie. thefe. many years ; 

aodi 
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and as he Uves with the diike of Medina Celi, 
and fpends little, muft be worth a confiderabíe 
fum of money. 

- 1 did not lofe one word which the poets faid 
conceming my únele, who we had heard in the 
family, made a noifc in Madrid, by his works, 
fome pcoplc traveUing through Olmedo having 
told US fo ; but as he negleded to let us hear 
from him, and íieemed quite detached froni his 
relations, wc, on our part, lived in as great indif- 

ferencc towards him. ^l'rue blood is, however, 

always guided by a fure inftinél : as foon as I 
heard that he was in good circumftances, and 
knew whcrc he lodged, I was temptcd to wait 
upon him : though one tHing embaraíTed me not 
a little; hi^ being callcd Don Pedro by the au- 
thors. That Don gave /orne uneafinefs, and 
I was afraid he might be fome other poct than 
my únele. I was not, howcrer, ftopped by this 
conlideration ; but imagincd that he might have 
becn ennoblcd on account of his wit, and thcrc- 
fore rcfolved to go and fec him. For this pur- 
pofe, with my mañeras permiffion, I dreíTcd my- 
lelf one morning, as well as I could, and went 
out of the íhop, not a little proud oí being nc- 
phew to a. man who had acquired fuch reputa- 
tion by his genius. As the barbers are nct the 
leaft vain people in the world," 1 began to con- 
ceive a great opinión of myfelf, and, ftrutting 
with an haughty air, enquired for the houfe of 
the Duke de Medina Celi, where prefenting my- 
felf at the gate, and faying, I wanted to fpeak 
with Don Pedro de la Fuenta, the porter pointed 
wich his finger to a Uttie llair-cale, at the further 
end oí a court, which he bid me afcead, and 
knock at the firíl door on my right hand. I did 
fo, and (ayoun^ man coming out) aíked-if Sig- 

n 
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ñor Don Pedro de la Fuenta lodgod there? ** Yes 
(faid he) but you cannot fee him at prefent." 
*' I fhould be very glad (rcplied I) to fpcak with 
him ; forl bring hi.n news of his familj." '* If 
you could bring him news of the Pope, (faid he) 
I woiild not introduce you to his chamberjuf 
now; for he is compofing; and whenthat is the 
cafe, \ve muft take care not to difturb his itna- 
RÍnation: he will not be vifiblc till noon; fo 
that you may go and take a turn, and come 
back about that time/' 

I took his advice, and walked through the city 
the whole morning, thinking continually on the 
reception I íhould mcet with from my únele, who 
1 imagincd would bc^extremely glad to fee me. 1 
judged of his fentiments by my own ; and pre- 
paring myfclf for a very tender fcene, returned 
to his lodgings, with all diligcnce, at the hour 
prcfcribed. *• You are come in the very nici 
of time, (faid his valet) for my raafter is juft gí> 
ing out ; ílay herc a minute, arid I will let him 
know you are come." So faying, he left rae in 
an outward room, and returning in a moment 
conduded me into the chamber of His mafter, 
whofe face had fo much of our family air in it, 
that I was ftruck with the refemblance, and 
could not help thinking it was my very unck 
Tilomas, whoni I had left at home. Having fa- 
lutedhim with profound refpe¿t, I told him I wa 
t!ie fon of Mafter Nicolás de la Fuenta, barber id 
Ohnedo ; that I had worked at my father's bui 
fiíiefs theftithree weeks at Madrid, in quality ol 
a journeyman; and that I intended to makethe 
tour of Spain for my improvement, VVhile I 
ípoke, my únele feemed to mufe, coníidcring, in 
all likelihood, whethbr he íliould difown me fot 
his aephew, or gqt rid of me in aT;nore dextrous 

manner. 
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mafnner. He chofe this laíl method, and, af- 
fefting a finiling air, faid, " Well, my fricnd, 
how do thy father and úneles? I hope they are 
in good clrcumftan^es." ' Upon this I bcgan to 
defcribe tlie plentiful propa^tion of our family ; 
I told him the ñames of all the children, male 
and female, and even coroprehended in that lift 
their godfathers and godmothers. He did not 
feem to intereíl himfelf infinitely in my detail, 
but coming to his purpofe, replied, Diego, I ap- 
prove very much of thy refolation to travel, in 
order to make thee perfed in thy profeífion ; 
and I advife thee to leave Madrid as foon as pof- 
fible ^ it is a pernicious place for youth, in which 
thou wilt be ruined, my child : It will be more 
for thy advantage to refide in fome of the othfer 
cities of the kingdom, where peopk's moráis are 
not fo much corrupted. Go, (added he) and, 
when thou art ready to fet out, come and fec me 
again ; I will give thee a pinole to help thee to 
make the tour of Spain." With thefe words, he 
puílipd me gently out of his cHamber, and fent 
me about my bulinefs. 

I had not fenfe enough to perceive that he 
wanted to remove me to a good diílance from 
him; but going to our íhóp, gave my maíler an 
account of what had paíTed ; he was as far from 
difcovering the intention ofSignor I)on Pedro 
as I was, and faid, '* I am not at all of thy 
uncle's opinión ; inílead of advifing you tó travel, 
he oujht rather, I think, to make it your intereíl 
to íluy in this city ; for, being intimate with fo 
many perfons of quality, he can eafily fetüe you 
in fomc great family, and put you in a condition^ 
to make your fortune.** Struck with this dif- 
couvfe, which flattcred my imaginatíon, in two 
days I went back to my únele, and propofed, 

th2 
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that he íhould employ his credit to procure ad- 
miflion for me into the family of fome lord bc- 
longing fo the court. But this propofal was not 
at all to his hking. A váin man like him, who 
had free accefs to the great, and eat every day 
at their tables, could not brook his nepheVs 
íitting with the fervants, whilc he dined with 
their lords ; in this cafe, Httle Diego would havc 
made Signor Don Pedro blulh. -^ He did not fail, 
therefore, to refufe my requeft, and that not in 
the moft civil manner." *' How ! you little va- 
gabond, (faid he with a furious look) wouldft 
thou quit thy profeflion? Go, I abandon thee to 
thofe who have given thee fuch pemicious coun- 
fel : Get out of my apartment, and never fet 
foot in it again, otherwife I will caufe thee to be 
chaílifed as 4hou deferveft." Confounded at 
thefe words, and ftill more at the tone in which- 
they were delivered, I retired, with the tear in 
my eye, very miich afíeéled at this haríh behavi- 
our : but as I was naturally briík and haughty, 
1 foon dried my tears ; my grief changed tí> in- 
dignation, and I refolyed to take no further no- 
tice of this unkind relatiori, withoutwhofe affift- 
ance I had hitherto made íhift to Uve. 

My whole thought being novv bent on culti- 
vating my talent, I apphed to bufinefs, íhaved 
all day long, and in the evehing learned to play 
on the guitarre, by way of recreation. My ma- 
fter for that inftruraent was an oíd Signor Efcu- 
dero ^, whofe beard I trimmed, and who taught 
me muiic, which he underftood perfedly weíl, 
having been formerly choriíler in a cathedral. 
His ñame was Marcos de Obregon ; a fage per- 
fon, who had a large ftock of fenfe, as weU as 
experience, and loved me as wellasif I had been 
* iLlcudcro : a fquire to wait on a ffcntlewoman. 



Us own elifld. He ferved in quality of uíher t(> 
a phyfidan's wife, who liv«d within thirty paces 
ef our houfe, whitherl ufed to go in the twiüght, 
whcn we had left ^ff working; and fitting toge-^ 
ther, on the threíhoid of the door, we ufed to 
make a little concert, not at all difagreeable to 
the neiglibours j not that our voices were exqui- 
fite, but while we thnimmed upoa the mftru-- 
ment, each; of. ns^, inH our tura, accompanied it 
with finging, and that was fufficient to pleafe 
our audienoe. feí particular, we diveited Donna 
Mei^ellinav the phyfician's wife, who ufed to 
come into the paíSige to hear us, and fomctimes 
laade uarepcat the airy that were moft to her li-. 
king; her hufliand not being offended at her ea- 
joying this diverfion ; fbr though he was a Spa* 
niard, and already well ftricken in ycars, he was 
not jealous: his profeffion engroííed him whoUy, 
and as he returned fatigued from his patientB is 
the evcning, he went to bed betimes, without 
being alarmed at his wife*s attention to our con^ 
certsw 'Tis probable, indeéd^ that he did not 
tíiink tbem capable of making dangerous tni^ 
preffions : and we rouft ebferve, that he imagi*- 
ncd he had little or no caufe to iear, MergeUina 
being yoimg and handfome, ítis true but withaj 
fo favagely virtuoüs, that flxe could not fo much 
as endure the loofc cdf a man. He did not, there- 
fiíre, begrudge her a paftime that feemedfo inno^- 
cent and honourable, but Ict us fing as much as 
we pleaíed. One eVening when 1 carne to the 
phj^cian'a door with aa inteution lo píay as 
tilvai, I found the oki fquire expeding me, who, 
táking me by the haad, láid he wanted to tákc 
s.tum witb me before we &ould begin our con. 
C^t; theú leadiog me into a by-iUeei^ wher^ 
VoL..I^ -4X mm 
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we found we could talk with fi-eedom, ** Son 
Diego, (faid he, with a melancholy air) I have 
fomething extraordinary to difclofe: I am a- 
fraid, my child, tliat we both fhall have caufe to 
repent of amufing ourfelves in the evening with 
concerts at my mafter's door, , I have, doubilefs, 
a great fiiendíhip for you, and am very well 
pleafed at having taught you to play on the gui- 
tan-e, and fing ; but had I fofefeen the misfor- 
turne that threatens us, pleafe God, I woulá have 
given you your leíTons in fome other place I" 
Frightencd at this difcourfe, I begged the ulher 
to be nnoré explicit, and tell me what we had to 
fear ; for I was not a man who could brave dan- 
ger ; ñor had I, as yet, made the tour of Spain. 
•' I will (faid he) tell you what is neceflary to be 
known, tl;iat you may comprehend the jeopardy 
in which we are.. When 1 entered into the fer- 
vice of the pbyfician,. which is about a year ago^ 
he faid to me one morning, after having brought 
me into the prefence of his wife, ** Marcos, be- 
hold your miftrefs ; this is the lady whom you 
are to attend every where." , I admired Donna 
Mergellina ; I thought her wonderful pretty, ex- 
ceflively handfome, and was particularly charm- 
cd with the agreeable air that diffufed itfelf 
through her wholc mein." " Sir, (anfwered I 
to the phyfician) I am too happy in being per- 
niitted to ferve fuch a charming íady.'* Mcrgel- 
Ihia, difguiled at my anfwer, faid in g paffion^ 
** A pretty fellow, indeedí methinks you take a 
great deal ofliberty.-r — I want none of your 

compljments not i." Soch words, from t 

niouth fo agreeable, furprifed me very. much; 
1 could not léconcile this ruílic and infolent 
inanuer of fpeakiug with the gcntb appearancc 
01 my miílieís : but hoi^huíband, who was ilfed 
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to it, rejoiced at having a Mnfe of fuch a rare 

characler, told me that his fpoufe was a piodigy 

ofvirtue; and perceiving íbe put on her veil, 

and prepared to go to mafs, bade me conduce 

her to church, We were no fooner in the ftreet 

than we met (which is not all extraordinarj) fe- 

v.ral gentktnen, who, ftrack with the fine air oí 

Donna Mergellina, paid her a great many coni- 

pliments enpajent. . She replied to thém ail; 

but you cannot imagine how filly and ridiculous 

her anfwers were. £very body wás aftoniíhed, 

and could not conceive that there was a vvoman 

in the world who could be difpleafed with praife. 

** Madam, (faid I to her) take no notice of what 

is ísLiá to you; it is bettcr to keep filence, than 

tofpeak in paffion/* "No no, (aafwered íhe) 

I will let thofe infolent fellows know that I 

won't be treated with difrefpeft." ''In íhórt, 

fo much impertinence efcaped her, that I could 

not help telüng her my fentiments, at the ha- 

zard of her difpleafure. 1 reprefented to her, as 

delicately as I could, that íhe pérverted nature, 

and fpoiled a thoufand good qualities by her fa- 

vage humour ; that a woman of politenefs and 

good-nature might infpire lo ve without the help 

of beautyj whereas, the handfomeíl perfon in 

the world, without meeknefsand good-breeding, 

would become the objedl of contempt. 1 

ftrengthened thefe arguments with many more 

of the fame kind, caiculated for the reformation 

of her behaviour ; and after having moralized a 

good deal, 1 was afraid that my freedom would 

enrage my miltrefs, and bring upon me fome 

fevere repartee ; neverthelefs, íhe did not rebel 

ag'ainlt my remonllrance, but contented herfelf 

"With negle¿ling it entirely , as well as all the reil 

that I was aüerwards foolilh enough to makeT 

O 2 r- I " Af 
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•* At length i forboieto advife her oPhcr feultl, 
«nd abaiidoned her to theferocity of íher nature. 
Mean wbile, <^would you belicyc it ?) tbis fcr<^ 
cious difpofition, this baoghty wosaan is, withi» 
rhefe two xnonths, entiiFcly changed ; iheis com- 
plaifant to -evcry body, and hci: behavioin: mot 
•greeable : (he is not the faoie Mer^Uina wbo 
«lade fuch filly anfwers to tfae men that faíd 
ol>lrging things to her; flie is become fenfible to 
praife ; loves to be called handiíbme, aiid toM 
that a man cannot look upon ber with impunity ; 
and flatt«y is now as agreeabie tohcr as to any 
other woinao. The change is fcaFce credible 
and, what will furpriie you ftili more» you are the 
jiuthor o( fuch a great miracle ! Yes mj d«tf 
^^£Pi (contínued the uíher} yoa ha ve meta- 
tnorphoí'ed Donna MergelUna in this manner, 
and ^onverted tfoat ty<greás kito a bunb. in ooe 
Wíxrd, yo4i have attraufted her noticc : i ha* 
f^erceived it mo<re than once ; itnd I am Teiy 
much miílaken in the fex, if abe has ooC coHóei- 
ved a m(A YÍoknt paffion for you. Tbás, nagr 
cbild, is the fad piece of news I had to difcloft^ 
and the troublefeme dilemma in ^ich we ^re/' 

'* I can't íee (iaid 1 to tbe ol4 man) t^at wc 
have fo much caufe to be affli¿led at this añair, 
or that it is a misfortune for me to be beloved by 
a handfome lady.'^ ** Ah, Diego ! (he replied) 
you talk hke a young man : you look only at the 
bait, witbout perceiving the hook ; you confíder 
only the pleaíure, but I torefee the difágreeable 
<onfequences. Aü will come to Mght in the 
«nd, If you continué coming to fing at otir door, 
you will inflame the paífion of Mergellina, wbo, 
perhaps, lofing all reftraint, wili betray her 
weaknefs before her huíband Dodor Olorofo; 
^and he, whp appears ib complaifant at prefent, 
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becaufe he believes he has no reafon to be jea- 
lous, will become furious, revenge himfelf upon 
her, and, ¡n all probability, make both you and 
me feel the effeds of his rage," " Why, truly, 
(faid I) Signor Marcos, your reafons are convin- 
cing, and I fuBmit mylelF whoUy to your ádvice: 
give me, therefore, direfüons how to behave, iá 
order to prevent mifchief.'^ " We have nothing 
to do, (anfwered he) but to give over our con- 
cert : appear no more before my miftrefs ; and 
when you are no longer feen, Ihe will retrieve 
her quiet. Stay at your mafter's houíe^-^whither 
I wiU come, and we will play upon the guitarre 
without danger.*' " With all nly heart, (ílüd 
I) and I prouiife never to í^t foot within your 
door again," I refolved, in good earneft, to be 
as good as my word; and, tbr the future, to 
keep nayfelf clofe in the íhop^ fince the fight of 
me was fo dangerous. 

. In the mean time, honeíl Marcos, with all his 
prudence, found, in a very few days, that the 
means he had contrived to extinguiíh the flame* 
of Bonna' Mergelüna, produced a quite contrary 
effeél, This lady, not having heard p^e fing for 
two nights fucceífively, aíked hini why we had 
difcontinued our concert, and for what reafon I 
no longe^r appeared? He replied, 1 was fo buiy 
that I had not a moment to beílow on my plea- 
fures, She feeftied fatisfied with this excole, and 
for three days more fupported my abfence with 
fortitude enough ; but at the end of that time 
my princefs lolt all patience, and faid to her 
fquire, " You deceive me, Marcos ; Die^^o ípuil 
have fome other reafon for not coming hither; 
there is fome myftery in k, which I muíl have 
explained : fpeak therefore, I order you, ánd 
couceal ndth^ngof the truth." '* Madam, (:in- 
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Iwcred he, traking ufe of another expediettt} 
fincc you muft know the truth, I wili tell you, 
that he commonly found fupper over when he 
wcnt home after our coricert ; and he does not 
chufe to run the riík of going to bed with an 
eir.pty ftomach ?•* " How ! with an empty fto- 
mach? (cried fhe, with mark^ of uneafineís) 
why had not you told me this fooner? Go to bcQ 
fupperlefs ! poor baby ! Go to him inftantly, and 
bring him thither this evening. He íha^n't gó 
home with an empty ftomach: there íhall al- 
^ays be a píate of fomething referved for him/' 
** What do I hear? (faid the uíher, ñffe&'ing 
furprifc at her difcourfe) Heavens, what a 
change! Is it you, Madam, that talks thus? How 
long have you been thus gentle and compaffion- 
ate?^ ** How long! (replied íhe, haftily} fince 
your abode in this houfe; or rather fince you 
con4emned my difdainful carríage, and labour« 
cd to foften the' roughnefs of my behavíour. 
But, alas! (added íhe, in a melting ftrain) I havc 

Safled from one extremity to another! from being 
aughty and infenfible, I anj become too fc^ 
j^nd tender ! I love your young fríend Diego, in 
fpite of all my eñbrts to the contrary; and bis 
^bfencc, ínftead of weakening, adds new vigour 

-4o my iove !" " Is it poffible (faid the oM 

man) that a lad, wfao is neither handfome ñor 
genteel, íhould be the objeél of fuch a violent 
paffion? I would forghrc your feñtiments, had 
they been infpiréd by fome gentleman of íhi- 
ning accompliíhments.*' •• Ab» Marcos! (faid 
Mergellina, interrupting him) I dón't refemble 
tbe reft of my fex — or rather, notwithftanding 
nU your long experiencc, you are but littfe ac- 
^uainted with women, if yoq think that meril 
alway» detennines their clu)ice< IfFmay be aK 
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lowedto^dgebj rayfelf,dclib©rati(m h^sno ftuc^ 
in thcir engagements; love is a difortler of tht ' 
mind, by wfaich we are involuntarily *dragged 
and faftened to the obje£l— — it ^is a diíletnper 
by which wc aire feized as dogs are with miui- 
nefs : ceafe ! therefore, to reprefent Diego as un»- 
worthy of my tendernefs : fet it fuffic^, that my 
love fínds him a thoiifand good qualities which 
efcape your Jiotice, and, perhaps, only exift in 
niy imagination. It is vain for you to tell me, 
that neither his features ñor his make defervc 
the leafl: attention. He feems to me bom to 
captivate, and fairer than the day ! befides, he 
has a fwectnefs of voice that charnas me, and, in 
my opinión, plays on the guitarre with a grace 
peculiar to himfelf.*' •* But, Madam, (replied 
Marcos do you copfider who this Diego is ? the 
meannefs of his condition?'^ ** Mine is not 
nauch higher than his, (faid íhe, intcrrupting 
him again;} and if I was even a wóman of qua- 
lity, that Ihould be no objedion.V 

The refult of this converfation was, that the 
HÍher, thinking he ihould make little prü¿reí8 
with his remonft ranees, ceafed to oppofe the ui#. 
fatuation of bis miftreís : as an expcrt pilot 
yields to the ftorm that drives him fromthe port 
in view. He did more the fatisfadion of his pa*. 
tronefs; for coming to me, he took rae aüde, 
and having rccountcd what pafled between her 
*nd him; •• you lee, Diego, (added he} that we 
caUnot help continuiog our concert at Mergeli- 
ína*s door. There is a neceífity for that lady*5 
feeittg you again, my fríend j otherwife íhe will 
commit Tome }Mece of indifcretion, that may do 
Infinite preju(¿ce to her reputation." I was not 
^rd-hearted, b^iit told Marcos, I would in the 
^wilight repair to the place of affignation» with 

n I "V 
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my guitarre, and that he might go and regale \m 
miftrcfs with this agreeable piece of news. In 
this hedidnot fail; and that paflionate inamorata 
T. as raviíhed to underftand that íhe íbould have 
thé pleafure of feeing and hearing me that very 
cveñing. 

A difagreeable accident, however, had well- 
nigh baulked her expeclation. For I coüld not 
lea ve the fliop before night, which, for my fins, 
was extremely dark ; and as I groped along the 
ftreet, and had got about half way to the place of 
rendezvous, was crowned, from a window, with the 
contents of a perfuming-pan, that did not at all 
deUght my fenfeof fmelling ; though I may fafe- 
ly fay, I loft none of it, fo exactly was I equipt. 
In this condition, 1 did not know what courfe to 
take, Had I returned to the fliop, 1 íhould have 
afibrded a very diverting fcene to my connrade^, 
and expofed myfelf to a thoufand unfavoury 
jcfts; and I w^as íhocked at the thought of go- 
ing in this pickie to Mergellina : this laft, how- 
cver, I refolved upon, and going to the phyfi- 
cian*s houfe, found the oíd fquire waiting for me 
at the door. When he told nié that Doctor O- 
loroíp being in bed, we míght freely divert our- 
felves; 1 anfwered, I muft firll olean my clothes: 
and then reiated my misfortune. He fympa- 
thifed with me, and cond^idéd me into a hall 
where his miílrefs was, whp no fooner leamed 
my adventure, and faw my condition, than íhe 
grieved for me as much as if I had met with the 
greateft misfortune; and beftowed a thoufand 
icurfes on the perfon who had thus accom^iodar 
ted me. " But, Madam, (faid Marcos to her) 
modérate your tranfports; and confider that this 
event, bemg the puré eflfeél of chance, ougat 
not to be fo deeply refented." " Why ího^ld 
not 1 (anfwered íhe) deeply refent the injury 

^ that 



timt bas beeft doiic to tfais poor lamb, this ^ve 
without gall, whó does not even coilaplain of tfae 
^mtiage he has received? O thait I w»s a inaa» 
-riiis moment to revenge it !" 

She faid a thoufand things mote tkat detioted 
the exce& df faer ]ove, which ihe made appeair 
no leís by hor aélions ; for whik Marcos was 
1>i^ed ki wipíng me with a towel, flie ran te> her 
chamber and fetcbed fix>m it a box fidl of til 
£>its of perñimes; fweetening mj'cloithes wirii 
Ijse fcent of odoní^cH» drugs wfaaoh íhe bum- 
ed, ^nd afterwards fpcí&lsled them aU o¥^ witfi 
cflenoes.' The firaiigalioia and afperfioa per- 
fonxied, 1^ charitable lady *wcnt herfelf into 
the ikikchen áer fome bread, wine, and áUocs ef 
loaíled mutKm, whkh (he liad fec apact for piy 
^cüitertaininefit; and obliging nue to eat, UxÍl 
«pleafore ia feridng me, £)2iieíiine&by coittuig no^ 
i^aduals, and fomecimes by fílling wine; «n á^e 
ef ^thit IVIaicos and i could fay toidifiuade 
her Irom ÚBtck. oondeícenf on. Whea I had íup- 
pe4f ^ve gentlemen^ of ti» faaod began to tuae 
our vtoices to our guxttarres, and periarmeci a 
CQCicert that charnled MergeÚina. We affeded, 
indeed, to fing tfaofe aks, the words of vhicii tf <A- 
tered her paiüon ! and it muft be labáierved, tlmt 
wbUe I íung, I frequemly ogled her wkh the tail 
QÍ my eye, in fuch a manner^ as bkw the co^ls 
of loYe ; for I began to be pleaíed with the gaaie. 
Aithough the concert l&lted a lome time, 1 was 
not at ail tired ; andas fbr the iady, to whom tke 
hoiirs feemed minutes, íhe would wiliingly hate 
fpent the night in hearing us ; had not tibe oid 
uíher, to whom the minutes feemed h€>usrs, pat 
her in mind of its being late. This flie gave him 
the trouble to repeatten or twelve times; but 
íhe had todo with one who was.in^fatigable on 
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that ílibjed, and who gave hcr no reft until I was 
^ne. This experienced perfon, feeing his mi- 
^ñrefs abandoned to a foolilh paflion, was afraid 
of fome crofs accident ; and his fear was foon ju- 
'flified : for thc dodor, erther fufpcding fome'fe- 
cret intrigue, or agitated by the demon of jea- 
loufy, who had relpeded him hitherto, took it 
into íiis head to find fault with our concerts, 

• whích he forbade in a peremptory manner, and 
without giving any reafon for his difguft, decla- 
red that, tor the future, he would fuíFer no ftran- 

f ¿crs to coipe within his doors. 

Marcos advertifed me of this declaration, 
which was particularly intended for me, and mor- 

. tified me not a üttle ; for 1 had conceived hopeí 
I wa$ forry to forego. Neverthelefs, that 1 may 

: ad the faithful hiftorian, I will own that I bore 

' my mis&rtune with patience. This was not tbe 
cafe with Mergellina, wfaofe fentiments weic 
more infiamed than ever, *VMy dear Marcos! 
(faid Ihe to het uíher) from you alone I expeél 
alMance : feU upon fome raethod, 1 beg of you, 
to bring Diego, and me togcther in prívate." 
** What do you aík ! cried the oíd man in a rage. 
I have been already but too complaifant, ¿aá 
will not undertake, by gratifying your filly paf- 
fion, to diíhonour my mafter, ruin your reputa- 

* tioil, and entail infamy upon myfelf. 1, who have 
always maintained the charadier of an irre- 
proachable domeftic I 1 will rather quit your fa- 
mily than ferve you in fuch a íhameful manner.** 
" Ah, Marcos ! (cried the lady , interrupting him, 
And frightened at his laft words) you piercé%íiy 
very heart, whcn you talk of leaving me ! Cruel 
man! are you going to foríake me how, after 
having reduced me to this condition! Give me 
back my lormer pride, and that favagenefs of 

,^ dñpoíition 
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difpofition you have deprived me pf ! -Why do I 
not íiill poííefs thcfe happy defeds, which would 
have preferved my tranquiUity : whereas your 
indifcreet remonftrances have robbed me of thc 
repofe I enjoyed ! You have corrupted my mo- 
ráis, by endeavouring to correcl them.— — But 
what do I fay, (added íhe) wretch that I ara I . 
why cjo T reproach you unjuftly ! No, my father, 
you are not the author of my misfortune, which 
cruel fate alone decrees ! Don't therefore take 
notice, I conjure you, of the extravagant dif- 
courfe that efcapes me ! Alas ! my paffion di- 
forders my underítanding! Have pity on my 
weaknefs; you are all my comfort, aniif you 
have any regard for my Ufe, do not refufe your 
alfiftance/' 

At thcfe words, her tears redoubling m fuch a 

manner that íhe could not go on, íhe covered her 

íace with her handkerchief, and threw herfelf 

upoQ a chair, Hke a perfon finking under affiic-» 

tion. Oíd Marcos, who was peiiiaps the beft foul 

of an uílier that ever li ved, could not refift fuch 

a moving fight, which affeded him fo much, that 

he fcven mingled tus tears with thofe of his jri- 

ftrefs, and faid with an air of tendemefs, ** Ah, 

Madam, how'bew^itching you are! I am not 

prpof againíl yotu: forrowl My virtue is van- 

quiíhed, and I promife you my afliílance. I ain 

not furprifed that love has been able to make 

you forgetyour duty, when pity only has fevered 

^^ from mine." Accordingly, the uíher, in fpite 

of his irreproachable conducl, devoted himfelf 

very obligingly to thc paífion of Mergellina, and 

havmg come one morning xo inform me of what 

bad happened, told me at parting, that he liad 

alrcady concerted a plan for procuring a fecret 

interview betweén thc lady aiut me. This re- 

animat"^ 
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animated my hopc but in fcfs than fwo hofsá^ 
díter, I reccivtd a piece of very bad ncws, A 
journejinan apothecary m the neighbourhood, 
ati&oB owr cuftomersj carne ia tabe fliaved, and 
whíle I propaped tbc lather, faid, ** Signor ©i- 
ego* what is \hc mattcr with your friend, the oíd 
Í4^uipe, MarcoB de Obi^gon ? Do you kiiow that 
he is going to leave Dbdor Olwofó ? Upon my 
anfweríng in tbe negative, he refiímed, " It is 
ocrtaiHly true: he is to be difmiífed this very 
day : hh mafter and mine have been^ juft talk' 
íng an tfcat ÍVibjeét, whUe I was by ; atid, to the' 
beft of my ueraembrancci their conveifatiojí wé»^ 
Au8 : ** Signior Apwitadop, (feid the phyficiaH) 
P have a farour to aík : being^diílatísfied' with aiv 
•Id uflier who has fcrved fne fome time, I waní 
tb put my wiffe under Ae dlréélion of a faithfiíl, 
ftvere, and vigitent duenna.*' *' I underftantf 
you^ (íaid my mafter, intemipting him) you have 
ecc^on for Dame Melancia, who was my wife*í 
goveroante, and' has Jived in thefamily thefe fis 
weeks that 1 have heen a' widower: tíiough fbef 
h very ufefiíl to me in houfekeeping, I yield hcí 
to youi on account of my eoncem for your hcM 
nour. You may depend upon her for ttte lafety 
ef your forehead : íhe is a jewel of a duenna *i 
añd a very dtagon to guard thechaftity of the 
female fex, during the whole term of twelvc 
years that íhe was wkh my wife, who, you fcnowj 
was both young and handfome, I never fawfe 
muchas the^adow of agaliant in my houfe 
No, faith ! it was no place for them to play 
ptanlÉs in, and let me tell you^ the defund» in the 

* The <iu«onas are dtlcreet femaies of approvcd fidelity^ 
to whofc carc tbc Spamards commit tht cbaíUty of tbnr 
tpnreíand daugiiten-*-aii oIBce kappily excloded firom tUl . 
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beginníng bad a ftrong propenfity to coquetry : 
but Dame Melancia foon reclaimed, and infpired 
her with a tañe for virtue. In a word, Ihe is a 
treafure, and you will thank me more than once 
for the prefent I "make of her." The dodor was 
rejoiced at this encoaiium/ and Signor Apunta- 
dor and he are agreed, that the duenna íhall this 
very day fiU the p^acé óf the oíd uíher. 

This piece of news, which I believed, and was 
Certáinly true, dilturbed the ideas of pleafure 
with which I had begun to regale myfclf ; and 
Marcos, in the afternoon confounded them eflec- 
t-ually, by confirming the report oí thé journey- 
man apothecary. ** My dear Diego, (faid the ho- 
neíl ulher) 1 am very glad that dodor Olorofo 
bas difaulTed me. A circumftance that fpares 
me- a great deal of trouble : for 1 not only fouhd 
myfelf engaged in a bad employment ; but like- 
V ife under a neceffity of contriving tíricks and 
ftratagems to bring Mergellina and you togetber 
in prívate. What a dilemma had I broujht my^- 
felf into ! Thank heaven, I am freed from thofe 
troublefome cares and the dangers that attend 
them ! for your part, my fon, you ought to con- 
íble yourfelf íbr the iofs of a fevv fvveet aioments, 
which niight bave been foliowcd by nuaiberlefe 
forrovvs." 1 rcliíhed tlie rewe£tion of Marcos, 
becaufe I no ionger had any hopes ; and 
thought no more of the affair. I confefs, I was 
not one of thofe ilubborn iovers who are anima- 
tcd by the obítacles in thcir A^ay : but had I been 
fuch an one, Dame Molaiicia was enough to 
niake me quit my purfuít : for the charaéler I 
bad heard of that duenna feemed capable of 
drivmg any gallant to defpair. Neverthelefs, in 
whatever coiours ihe had been painted to me, I 
ieanied iwQ or thres days after, that tbe doátor^s ^ 
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wife had either lulled this Argus, or corrupted 
lier fidelity. As I went out to íhave one of our 
neighbours, a decent oíd woman ftopping me in 
the lire^t, aíked if my narae was not Diego de 
k Fuenta? when I aiifwered, " Yes." " Well, 
then, (faid Cae) yoa are tlie perfon I want. Coioe 
lilis night to Donna ¡Mcrgellina's door, and make 
fume lignal by which you may be known and 
adniitted into the houfe. " Yery well (faid I to 
lier) we muíl ínñ agree upon the lignal. I can 
miiiiic a cat charmingly, and will mew feveral 
times." " ITiat's enough (replied this íhe-mer- 
cury") I will report your anfwer. Your fervant, 
Slgnior Diego— Heaven blefii you — how h^d- 
fo.ne you are ! By St Agnes, if I were but fif- 
teen years oíd, I would not chufe to engage you 
for others/' So faying the officious beldame went 
away. 

You may well think that I was furioufly agi- 
tated by this meflage. Adieu the refleélion of 
Marcos ! I expeóled iiight with the utraoíl im- 
patience, and when I thought Doftor Olorofo 
nnght bí afleep, went to her door, where I mew- 
ed ío loud as to be heard at a good diftance, and 
divl great honour to the niaíler who taught me 
fiich a polite art. In a moment Mergellina her- 
felf liaving opened the door foftly, and let me in, 
íhul it again in the idirid manner ; and we went 
together into the hall where ourlafl concert^was 
heid, and which was lighted by a fmall lamp 
that glimmereJ in the chimney. We fat down 
clofc by one another, for the benefit of conver- 
fiiig nioicat oureaíe; and were bothvery much 
aííedted : with this diíFcrence, however that plea- 
fai e alwne was the occaíion of her emotion, while 
mine purtook a little of fear. My princefs in 
.vam aflured me^ that we had nothing to dreadon 
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account o( her huí]>afid ; I was feized with a ü^ 
of íhivering that dilluíbed my joy. '' Mádam, 
(faid I to her, how have you been able to de- 
ceive the vigilance of your governante? After 
what I Lave heard of Dame Pvlelancia, 1 did not 
tLink it pcñibíe for you to find means to let me 
hear from yon,, much lefs to give me a peifonal 
interview. Donna Mergülina, fduling at my dif- 
coui-fe, anfwered, *' You will ccdíc to be furpri-* 
fed at the prívate opportunity we now enjoy, af- 
ter I have told you what palfed between my du- 
enna and me. W'hen íhe caaie firft iiito the fa- 
mily, my huíband loaded lier ^vith civihties, and 
faid to me Mergeilina, I commit you to the ccn- 
duíl of this d'fcreet gentkwoman, who is a fum- 
mary of all the virtues : a minor wliich you muíl 
always have before your eyes. foi your improve- 
iTient in vvifdom : this admirable peifí.n govemed 
an apothecary's wife(aíiiend of mine) twelve 
years ; and that ,in íuch an uncomraon manner» 
that íhe bec^tme a knwi of íaiiit, uüder her in- 
ftruñiou." 

This encom.ium, w! ich the fevere look.of 

Dame Melancia did ni)t bclie, ccíl me a world of 

tears, and threw me into dcfpah'. 1 reprefented 

to iiiyfelf the íedures I muíl hear fróm morn to 

n:ght, and the reoukes I muíl evcry day under- 

go, in ífiort, 1 expeéled to be the nioft unhappy 

woman in the worid : and thjnking it needleís to 

be on the refera e, in fuch a cruel ílate of expec- 

tation, 1 faid to my duenna, with a refolute air, 

{iiix íbon as 1 found myfelf alone with her) "3^ou 

aie doubílefs prepanng a g eat.many íuffeiings 

for me ; but 1 think proper to adveitife you be- 

forehand, that 1 have not a great dcal of patience; 

. and that 1 wül endeavour to give you as many 

niertifieations as 1 can : In the mean time, 1 de- 

P 2 clare 
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clare that niy heart enlertains a paflSqn which all 
your remonftrances íhall not impair ; fo you may 
take your meafures accoidingiy, and redouble 
your vigilance ; for I confefs I will fpare nothing 
to deceive it.'* At thefe words the grim- faced 
duenna, (who I imagined, was about to give me 
a fample of her office) cleared up her aufterc 
countenance, and faid, with a Imiling air, "1 am 
channed with your huniour ; your Frankneís 
encouv^ges mine, and 1 fee we are defigned for 
oneanotherl Ah, my fair Mergellina ! how lit- 
tle are you acquainted with me, when you judge 
by the chaiafteryour fpoiife the doftor gives me, 
and by this four afped I afiume ! I am fo ftir 
from being any enemy to pleafure, that my fole 
motive -for hiring myfelf as the minifter of jea- 
Icus huíbands Í8, that 1 may the more efFedually 
ferve their handfome wives, I have long poíTef- 
fcd the great myftery of difguiíing myíélf ; and 
1 may cali myfelf doubly bappy, becaufe X, cn- 
joy the convenience of fin and the reputatidn of 
^irtuc at the fame time. Between you and me, 
ihis Í8 the fcope of mankmd in general : virtue 
itfelf Í8 too difficult to be acquired ; and there- 
fore people are faüsfied with poíiefling the ap- 
pearancc of it.'* 

" Leave your concjuét to my direétion, (added 
the governante) and 1 warrant you, we.will ibón 
,impofe upen oíd Doélor Olorofo, who, by my 
troth, Ihall foon'íbare the fate of Signpr Apunta- 
dor ; for I don't fee why the forehead of a Jihy- 
fician íhcuid be more refpeéled than that of an 
apothecary. Poor Apuntador ! how many tricks 
bis wife and 1 have played him ! She was a love- 
ly creatjire ! a good-humoured foul, heaven reft 
it ! I can aflbre yoii, ílie made a good ufe of her 
youtb j and did aot waut abundance of admrrers, 
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)^ofñ I ¡ntroJuceil to thehoufe vvithout evcr be- 
^ng dilcovered by her hulbgnc : Look upon iti?, 
thereforc, Madam, with a more favourable eye, 
and be perfuaded, that v/hatever talent the olí 
fquire niight liave for your fervice, you will lofe 
nothing by tlie change, and perhnps find,m€ ftill 
more uftful thnn he was '^ 

I leave you to judge, Diego, (eontinued Mer- 
gellina) how rnuch 1 thoiiglit myfelf obliged to 
tile duenna, for this frank declaration : for I look- 
e J "upon her as a perfon of the moíl aufterc vir- 
tue ; fo apt are people to be deceived in wonien. 
Her íinccrity guinsd my heart in a moment. I 
einbraced her in a tranfport of joy, that convin- 
ced her how much 1 was charmed with my lot, 
in having her Pjra govern?.nte ; and afterwards 
freely in^pirted iiiy featiments to her, and beg- 
ged that líie woukl, \vithout lofs of tinie, contrive 
a prívate meeting v/lth you, which fhe has not 
failcd to procue. Tliis very mornlng íhe fet at 
Work that oíd woinan who fpoke to yon, and who 
is an agent whom íhe often e^rploj ed for the a- 
pothecary's wife. But the nioít pleafaut part of 
this adveiiturq (added íhe laiighing) is, that M¿í- 
lancia, underílanding from me that my huíb.ind 
commnnly üeeps foiind, has g.me to bcd to- him, 

and this vcry ininute fupplies my place. *' So 

niuch the worfe, Madam, (faid I to Mjrgeilin^) 
I cannot approve this inventíon: your nuí]:)and 
may wake and perceive the cheat." — '* He can- 
not perceive it (anfwcred íhe, with fume precipi- 
tation) ; do not be unealy oa that fcore; ñor let 
a.groundlefs panic poiion the delight you aught 
to enjoy with a young lady who has a regard for 
yeu." 

The oíd do¿lor*s 'wlfe obferving that I was ftlll 

difmayed, notwhhítanding her aíTurance, did eve- 
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ry thing in her power to encourage me, and prac- 
tifed fo many diffei^nt endeavoui^ for that pur- 
pofe, that íTie fucceeded at kft, and I refolvcdto 
profit by the occafion; but juft as Cupid, attend- 
ed by the Sports and Smiles, was about to crown 
my happinefs, we were aftoniíhed by a loud rap 
at the ftreet door. Imniediately ^Lrove and his 
train took wing, like a flock of fearfiíl birds di- 

fperfed by fudden noife ! Mergellina conceal- 

ed me in a hurry under a table that was in the 
hall ; then blowing out the lamp, as it had been 
agreed upon between her goyemante and her, in 
cafe fuch a crofs accident-íhould happen, Ihe went 
to the cbamber where her hulband was a-bed. — 
In the mean time, the whole houfe nmg with the 
repeated knocks thát were thundered at the door; 
aiid the doélor, ftarting out of his fleep, called 

Melancia The duenna .jumping oUt of bed, 

(although the dodor, who miftook her for his 
wife, bid her lie ftill) joined her miílrefs in the 
dark, who,, feeling her, called Melancia alfo, and 
bid her go and fee who knccked ar the docr : 
** Madam, (anfwered the governante) I am here 
— Go to bed again, if you plcafe, and I will go 
and fec what is the matter." Meanwhile, Mer- 
gellina having undrelTed, Ilipt into bed to the 
doílor, who had not the leaft fufpicion of the 

irick. 'Tis true, indeed, this fcene was per- 

formed in the dark by iwo aétreíTes, ©ne of 
"whom was rímichlefs in htr way, and the other 
an admirable prx)ficient. 

The duenna, wrapt in a robe de chambre, ap- 
pearing foon after with a candle in her hand, faid 
tó her maílcr, " Signor do¿tor, be fo good as to 
rife i the bookfeller, Fernandez de Buendia, our 
neighbou'r, has fallen into an apoplexy, and you 
are dcíited to go with aU haíle ta his aíMance.'' 

Thé 
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The phyficían drefled himfelf as foon as he could, 
and wcnt away ; while his wife, in a loofe gown, 
carne along with the duenna into the hall where 
I was, and drawing me from under the table 
more dead than alive, " You have nothing to 
fear, Diego (faid íhe) recoUeél yourfeltV Then 
in a few words, íhe told me what had happened, 
and wanted to renew the converfation which had 
been intcrrupted ; but this the governante oppo- 
fed, faying, ** Madam, perhaps your huíband will 
find the bookfeller dead, and return inimediate- 
ly. Befides, (added llie, perceiving me be- 
numb'd w¡th fear) what would you do with this 
peor lad ? He ^^ in no condition to maintain the 
conference, :ivhich you had better defer till to*^ 
morrow/'— Donna Mergelliña confented to this 
propofal, not without regret ; fo well did flie love 
the prefent time: and I believe íhe was^ very 
much mortified, that íhe cou^d not then beftow 
lipón the dodor the new cap íli^ had deílined for 
him. 

As for my own part, lefs forry fbr having been 
banlked of love^s moíl precious favours, than glad . 
tobe out of dfinger, I went bact to my malicias 
houfe, where I fpent the night in reflefting upon 
my adventure — ^1 hefitated fome time about í>o. 
ing to the place of rendezvous next night, ha- 
ving as bad an opinión of this fecond enterprife 
as of the firíl ; but the devil, who is ahrays hy- 
ing clofe ííege to us, or rather, on fuch occaíions, 
takes poíTeífion of our faculties, fuggefted, that I 
íhould be a great booby to ílop íhort in the mid- 
dle of fuch ardelightfiíl Joumey ; reprefented to 
my fancy Mergelliña adorned with new charms, 
and heightened the valué of the pleafures that a- 
waited me: fo that I refolved to purfue my 
point, and flattering myfelí with the hope of Í)e. 
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having with more courage than befbre, repaircJ 
in tlus Jifj>oíiüoTi to the doclor's door, i>et\veeD 
el /ven &nd tvvclve ncxt n:,:?ht, whichwasío dark 
tiíat not om flur appeared in the firnwment. 
1 níi:'\vei for rwo or three times, to give notice 
t'. at I was in the ftreet; and nobody coniing-to 
th. dooi% I not üíily rep.^ated the figna!, bat allb 
mi tíicked ail the diñerent exprefijons ofacat 
W'hijh a Ihepheid of Olmedo had taughtme; añJ 
acquitted myfelf fo well. that a neighbour goin;; 
h)n)e, and miftaking^ me fcr one of thofe ani- 
maos uhofe notes 1 imitated, took up a fiint ftone 
he ínund at his fcet, and threw it at me v^ith bis 
whole rtrenc/^lh"; faying, " Cu: fe on the caterwaa- 
1er !" I received the blwW upen my head, which 
fiunned me fo much, that 1 h id. well nigh tuoi- 
bkd backwards. I felt m>fdf wounded: a cir- 
cumílance íuílícient to give jpe a difguí> at gal- 
luiitry ; and, lofing my love with my blood, re- 
tiirncd tu oui bDufe, wliere I alarmeJ and raifed 
tlie whole family. ivly mafier examined and 
tíieííed my wound, vihich he tbought daiígerous; 
bat it was attended wiUi no bad confequence, 
and in three w?eks dlfappeared.^ — During aH 
taat time 1 heard not one fy Hable about Mergel- 
hna : and it is not uníikely that Dame Melancia, 
in crder to detach her from me, introduced her 
to fome better acquaintance. But this gave me 
no concc^rn ; for as foon as I fomid myfelf per- 
fedly cured 1 left Madrid^ iu order to peiforüi 
my tour of Spain* 
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CHAP. vni. 

Gil Blas and bis companion come up wiib a man 
wbom tbey perceivt foaking crujís of bread in 
afpring ; and enter into converfation wiíb bim* 

SIGNOR Diego de la Fucnta recounted a good 
many more adventui'es that had happened to 
him; but, in my opinión,, fo little worth the 
breath they coft, that I íhall pafs them over in 
filence ; though I was obliged to hear the recital, 
which was fo tedious, that it brought us as far as 
Pont de Duera. In this village we ftaid the re- 
maining part of the day ; and, at the inn whcre 
we lodged, ordered for fupper a diíh of cabbagc- 
foup and a roaftéd haré, the fpecies of which we 
were at great pains to prove beforehand. — Ün 
the morrow, at break of day, we puriued our 
joumey, after haviíig replenilhed our bottle with 
prctty good w¡ne, and furqiüied our knapíack 
with fome ílices of bread, and the half of the haré 
which remained from our fupper. 

When we had gone about twoleagnes, we be- 
gan to be hungry ; and perceiving i'everal large 
trees, which formed an agreeabk íhude in the 
fidds, about twó hundred paces from the bigh- 
way, we went thither to make a hklt, and found 
a man, feven or eíght and twenty years oid, fjak- 
ing fome crufts in a fountain. A long fword lay 
by him on the grafs, with an havrelack, of which 
he had unloaded bis íhoulders ; and, though he 
was poorly clothed, he difcovered a good ñiape 

and mein.-^ We accofted him in a civil man- 

ner, upon which he faluted us with great com- 
plaifance ; and prefcntmg bis crufts, alked, with 
a fmile, if we would be of hi» mefs ? . we anfwer- 

Diqitized by VJV^V./V 1 

^ ed 



166 THE ADV£NTURES OF 

ecl yes, provided he would give us leave to im- 
prove the repaft, by joming our breakfaft with 
hí^. He frsely confenting, we immediately pro- 

Juced our viduals, which afforded no unpledíing 
vicw to the ftranger, who cried in a tranfport of 

joy, " How gentlemen! egad, there's flore of 
niunitioh for the belly ! I fee you are provident 
people : for my own part, I feldom travel fo vvell 
provided, but depend a good deal upon chance. 
Notwitbílanding my preíent fituation, however, 
1 may í'ay without vanity, that I fometimes 
n ake a pretty brilliant appearance. — You muí 
kiunv, that I am ufually treated like a prince, 
and have guards in my train." ** I underftand 
you (faid Diego) you would intímate that you 
are a player/* " You have hit it (replied the 
other) ; I have^dcd thefe fifteen years at leaíl; 
for 1 performed fome fmall parts while I was yet 
a child." " To be plain with you, (faid the bar- 
ber, íhaking his head) I can fcarce believe what 
you fay — 1 know what fort of people the corae- 
dicins ure ; thcie gentlemen do not travel a-füot 
and dme with St Anthony as you do-. There- 
fore I cannot heip tliinking that you are no more 
than a candlcfnuíTer," ** You may think of me 
as you p]cail% (repiied the ñvige player) ; but I 
aillrm, that I act tiie very top parts, and ar.iong 
tb? veíl, that of the lover." — *' if that be the cafe 
(icüd my comrade) I congratúlate you upon it ; 
and ara. very pVoud, that Signor Gil Bias and 1 
have the honour to bieakfalt .with a pcrfon of 

- fuch importance." 

We then began to gnaw our cruíls, and tbe 
preci(;us remains of the haré, beftowing fuch lüde 
ejibraces on the bottle, that it was empty ina 
vcry fliorttime; and being fo bufy with what 
we ucrc ajout, that we íca:cc f[;okc one word 
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during the repaft ; which being ended, the con- 
verfation was thiis refumcd: -Vi am furprifed 
(faid the barber to the player) to fee you in fuch 
indiíFerent circumílances : for a ftage hero me- 
thiiiks you have a very needy appearance : you 
wi]l pardon my freedom." *' Your fre^om! 
(cried the a¿lor) ah ! truly you are little- ac- 
quainted with Melchior Zapata. Thankheaven, 
1 am not ^t all exceptious; you do rae a pleafure 
m fpeaking fo frankly ; for I myfelf love to tell 

my mind without referve. 1 fincerely own 

I am not rich.— Look, (added he, íhewing that 
his doublet was lined with play bilis) this is the 
ftufl'that ufually ferves me for linmg ; and if you 
have any curiofity to fee my wardrobe, it íhall 
be forthwith gratified." At the fame time he 
took out of his knapfack an oíd fuit laced' with 
tinfel, a forry hat with fome oid plumes of fea- 
thers, a pair of filk ftockings full of boles, and 
red buíkins very much worn. *' You fee (faid 
*he) I am tolerably poor." — ^'* That's what fur- 
jjnfes me, replied Diego. So you have neither 
wife ñor daughter ?" " 1 have a wife, young and 
handfome (faid Zapata) ; yet 1 am never a bit 
the better íbr it, fo wonderfully capricious is my 
fate. I married a beaptiful aélrefs, in hopes that- 
íhe.would not let me ílarve ; and uafortaiiately 
for rne, fhe is incorruptibly chafte. Wlio the 
devil would not have beeti dcceived as I was ? 
There happened to be one vírtuous woman a- 
mong the ílrollers, and íhe muít fall to my lot T* 
'' Truly you have had bad luck (íaid the bar- 
ber) : but why did not you marry ah aftrefs of 
the kíng*s company at Madrid, in which caíe you 
could not hav sebeen difappomted ?" *' Igrant it, 
(replied the player;) but a plague upon it, a Ut- 
tle country-ft rolle r dares not afpire to thofe fa- 
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mour heroínas : that is as much as an aflor of 
ihe princeps company can do ; fome of whom are 

even obliged to match in the city. Ltickily 

for thera, the city is well ftored, and they often 
light on yoke-feliows not a whit inferior to thofc 
princ^áes who wejre brought up behind the 
ícenes." 

*' Have you never endeavoured (faid my com- 
panion to him) to be introduced to that compa- 
ny ? Muft one have infinite merit to be admit- 

ted into it?" "Good! (replied Melchior) 

you are raerry with your infinite merit. — It is 
compofed of twenty aAors ; aík their cháraélers 
ín town, and you will hear them finely handled. 
More than one half deferve to carry the knapfack 
ftill ; but for all that, it is no eáfy matter to be 
received among them. One muíí have moncy 
or powerful friends, to fupply the want oí talent. 
— This 1 ought to know, fince I am jufr come 
from making a tríal at Madrid, where I have 
been hooted and hiífed in a helliíh manner, al- 
though I deferved to be applauded to the íkies ; 
for I roared, ranted, burlefqued nature an hun- 
dred times ; and mareo ver, in my declamation, 
clapped my clenched fift to my princefs's nofe. 
— In a word, I performed in the talle of the great 
aétors in vogue ; ánd yet the fame audience that 
relííhed this behaviour in them, could not endure 

it in me. You íée the forcé of prejudice ! 

whejrefore finding myfeif incapable of ptóaílng . 
on that ílage, and having nothing to fecure my 
rcception in defiance of the town, I am going 
back to Zamora, where I íhall rejoin my wire 
9nd comradeí?, who are not in the moíl flquriíh- 
ing circumílances. God grant tiíat we may not 
be obhged to beg our way to the next town ; a 

misfortunc 
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misfbrtune which has already happened to vfi 
more tban once/* 

With thefe words this prince of the drama 
fprang up, íhouldered his knapfack, girded on 
his fward, and, at parting, pronounced, with a 
theatrical air, " Gentlemen, adieu! may the 
Gods exhaull tbeir bounties on you.^ " And 
you, (replied Diego) may you, at your retum to 
Zamora, behold your wife^s condition and tem* 
per changed." Signor Zapta no fooner íhewed 
his hecls than he began to rehearfe as he walk- 
ed, and immediately tjie barbcr and I hifled, to 
jmt hira in mind of his trial : the noife reaching 
his ears, he thought he ftill heard the cat-calls of 
Madrid ; upon which he looked back, and per», 
ceiving that we made merry at his expence, far 
from being incenfed at our buffoonery, took all 
in good part, and continued his noife, burfting 
inte fits of laughter all the way. We returned 
his mirth with all our might j and getting back 
into the high road, purfued our journey. 



CHAP. IX- 



Tbe condition in wbicb Diego finds hisfamily ; and 
an account of the rejoicings : ajier wbich Gil 
Blas bids himjarewelL 

HAVING flept that night between Mayados 
and Valqueila, in a little village whofe 
ñame I bave forgot, we arrived next day about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, in the plain of 
Olmedo. ** Signor Gil Blas, (faid my comrade) 
there is the place of my nativity, which I cai>- 
not behold again without tranfport ; fo natural 
is it to love one's country." ** Signor Diego 
VüL. I. (^ O^wer 
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(anfwered I) one who exprefles fuch regard foí 
his native country migbt, I think, have fpoke o^ 
ít a little more advantageoufly than you have 
done : Olmedo feems to be a city, and you told 
me it was only a village. It ought at leaíl to 
be dignified with the epithet of market-town." 
— " 1 beg its pardon (replied the barber} ; but I 
muíl own, that after having leen Madrid, Tole- 
do» Saragofa, and all the great cities I touched at 
in making my tour of Spain« I look upon the 
fmall ones as TÍllages/' As we advanced inte 
the plain, we thought we obferved a great con- 
courfe of people near Olmedo ; and when wc 
were near enough to difcem obje^U, we foond 
fomethiug to attrad our attention. 

There were three tents pitched at a ímall di- 
ftance frora one another, and hard by a great 
number of cooks and fcuUions preparing a fcaft: 
fome laid the cloth on long tables placed under 
the tents; fome fiUed earthen pitchers with 
wine ; others made the pots boil, and others a- 
gain turned fpits that were loaded with all forts 
of meat : but what 1 confidered more attentive. 
ly than all the reft, was a great ftage, raifed and 
adorned with decorations of painted paper of dif- 
ferent colours, and garniíhed with Greek and La- 
tín devices. The barber no fooner perceived 
the ínfcriptions, than he faid, ** All thefe Greek 
mottos favour ftrongly of my únele Thomas, who 
l'U hold a wager, has a hand in the bufinefs : for, 
between you and me, he is a learned man, and 
has a power bf college books by heart : his 
greateíl faalt is, that he inceíTantly quotes paf- 
fages from them in converfation, which is nót a- 1 
greeable to every body. Befides, (added he) ! 
my únele has tranflated a good many Greek and 
Latin authors, and is quite maíler of theancients, 
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Mone tnzj feeby the learned remarles which he 
has made : had it not been for him, we íhould 
ncver have known, tbat in the city of Athens 
children cried when they were flogged : we owe 
that difcovery to bis praíbund erudition/' 

After my comrade and 1 hsld obferved all thofe 

things which I have mentioned, we were curious 

to know the caufe of fuch preparations, and went 

forwaid to cnquh-e, when Diego recognized ia 

the diieélor of the feaft, Signor Thómas de la 

Fuenta, whom he accofted with great eagernefs^ 

The fchoohnafter did not at firll, know the 

young barber; ío much was he altered during an 

abfence of ten years; but lecollecling him at 

lafl, he embraced him afFcéüonately, faying» 

*• Wbat! do 1 fee thee then, Diego, my dearne- 

phew ? Do I fee thcc returned to the town where 

thou firft faweft the hght? Thou art come to re- 

vifit thy houíhold gods; and heaven redore» 

thee fafc and ibimd to thy kindred! O day, 

thrice and four times happy ! O day, worthy to 

be marked with a wbite ftone ! A world of chan- 

ges have happened, my friend, (purfued he): 

tiiy únele Pedro, the poet, has fallen a viclim to 

Pluto, having died three months a^o. That mi- 

fer, while alive, was afraid of wantmg the necef* 

larics of life, Argenti pallebat amore. For 

though he received large penfíons from feveral 

grandees, he did not fpend ten pillóles a-year for 

\m fubfiftence ; and was even ferved by a valet 

whom he did not maintain. That fool, more 

fenfe lefs than the Grecian Ariílippus^ who or- 

dered bis flaves to throw away, in the defarts 

pf Afric, the riches they carried, asa burthen 

that incommoded them in their march ; — he, I 

Éty, heaped up all the gold and íilver he couid 

fcrape together i and for whom ? for thofe very 

O 2 he 
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heirs he would not fo much as fec. líe díed 
i*orth ihirty thoufand ducats, whích thy father, 
Jthy ujicle Bertrand, and I have equally íhared a- 
«longus; ib that we are able to fettle our chil- 
dren to our hearts defire. My brother Nicholas 
has alteady difpofed of thy fifter Therefa, whom 
he ha5 given in marriage to the fói> of one of our 
alcaldes Connubio junxit Jlábüi^ propriumque di- 
cavit. Thefe nuptials, performed under the moíl 
happy aufpiccs, we haré celebrated thefe two 
days with much preparatión ; three tents being 
pitched in the plain, one for each of the three 
heirs of Pedro, who, in theh- turns bear the ex- 
pence of the day . I wiíh thou hadft arrived foon- 
er, to have feen the beginning of our rejoicings, 
The day befoi;e yefterd:iy, when they were mar- 
Jied, thy father gave a fumptuous entertainmenti 
tvhich was folio wed by a courfe at the ring: thy 
uncle, the mercer, treatcd yefterday, and regaled 
US with a paftoral feaft ; ten of the genteeleí! 
youths, and as many handfome maidens, were 
dreíTed like íhepherds, all the ribbons and points 
in his Ihop being employed to adom them. This 
gay company performed feveral dances, and fung 
rt thoufand light and tender catches : neverthe- 
lefs, though nothing was ever more gallant, the 
fpeftators did not feem to reliíh it, which íhews 
tnat paftoral is quite out of date. 

*' To-day (added he) evcry thing ís to be at 
my coft, and 1 will exhibit to the inhabitants of 
Olmedo a íhew of my own invention. Finis co-^ 
rónabit opus. I have.ordered a theatre to be rai- 
fed, on which (God willing) I will make my 
fcholars rcprcfent a piecc of my own compofing, 
intitled, The Diveríions of )VIuley Bugentuf, 
King of Morocco, It wiH be extremely well 
aéied, bccauíc 1 haye fcholars who dedaiin.lik^ 
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tbe pteycrs of Madrid: tbey are thc fons of fa- 
íhionnble peopíe living at Pennafiel and Segovki, 
who are boarded with me, and are become excel- 
lent aélors under my inftruéüon, Their perform- 
ance wiU appear to be of a mafterly ftamp, ut it¿i. 
dicam. With regard to thc piece, I íhall íay no- 
tbing, that thou mayeft enjoy tbe pleafure of fur- 

Í)rife ; but only obfervc that it muft tranfport the 
peélators; for it is one of thofe tragic fubjeiíls 
wbich wake the foul by the images of death they 
prefent to the view. — I am of Ariftotle's opinión, 
that the chief end of tragedy is to raife terror^ 
Óh! ifl had attached myfelf te the drama, I 
would have introduced none but bloody-mind- 
ed princes and heroic afiaffins<m the fcene, and 
would have bathed myfelf in gore : and in my 
tragedles not only thc principal períbns, but eveí* 
their guards íhould have periíhed.-^I would have 
murdered them all to the very prompter. In a 
word, my talle is horror : and we f^e that fuch 
poem8 captivate the multitude, fupport the lux- 
ury of the players, and enable the author to live. 
at bis eafe." 

Juft as he had done ipeaking, we faw comin^ 
out of the village into the plain a great con- 
courfe of men and women. Thefe were no other 
than the new-married couple, accompaníed by 
their relations and friends, and preceded by tea. 
or twelve mufians, who, playing all together, per- 
formed a moft thundering concert. We went, 
up to meet them, and Diego made himfeif 
known; upon which the whole aíTcmbly broke.. 
out into íhouts of joy, and every one was eager 
ty embrace him : ío that he was fuffici^ntly em- ; 
ployed in receiving their exprellions of fiieod- 
^hip^ His whole family, as well as all who were 
prefenty having well nigh foii^ered him witb. 
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carefles, his father faid to him, " Welcome, 
Diego ; thou findeft thy parents fomewhat bet* 
tered in'iihcír circumftances, my child. I ftiall 
fey no more at ptefent, but explain myfelf more 
particutarly by and bye." Mean while, the com- 
pany, advancing into thé plain, repaired to the 
tents, and fat down at the tables that were cover- 
td ; and I and my companion, whora I could not 
quit, dined with the bridegroom and bride, who 
feenied to bt* very well matched. The repaff 
was pretty long, becaúfe the fchool-mafter had 
the vanitv to furnilh three courfes, in order to 
excel his brothers, who had not treated with fuch 
ma^nificence. 

Alter the banquet, all the guells cxprefled 
impatience to fee the reprefentation of Signor 
Ihomas's piece, not doubting(as they faid) that 
the produdion of fuch a fine genius woukl an- 
fwer their moft fanguine expeftation. Accord- 
ingly approaching the ftage, before which the 
mulicians had already taken their feats, in order 
to play bctween the aéts, erery body, in the moft 
protound filence, waited íbr the beginning. The 
aétors appeared on the fcene, and the author, 
with his poem in his hand, fat down on one íide 
to prompt them. It was net without reaíon that 
he told US the piece was tragical ; for, in the firft 
acl, the king of Morocco, by way of recreation, 
íliot an hundred Moorilh flaves with arrows : in 
the fecond, he beheadcd thiirty Portuguefe of- 
fkers, whom one of his captains had made pri- 
foners CA ^ar : and in the third and laft, this 
inofíarch, mad with his wives, fets fire with hh 
own hand to a detached pakcé, in wlHch 
they were íhut up, and reduces them and it 
tó aflies. The Moorilh flaves, a^ well as the • 
Pbnuguefc éffie«r6, we>e tigür^e of o^ier, very. 
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«rtfuHy made; and the palace^ compofed 
ef paper, feemed all in a flame by an arti- 
ficial fire\<'ork, This ccnfiagration, accompa- 
nied with a fhoufañd doletul íhrieks, that feemed 
to iíTue from the midll of the flames conckided 
the piece, and clofed the fcene in a very divert- 
ing manncF. The whole plain echoed with the 
applaufe that was given to fuch a fine tragedy, 
which juftified the good tafte of the poet, and 
íhewed that he knew how to chufe his fubje¿l. 

I thought there was no more to be feen, after 
the diverlions of Muley Bugentuf ; but I w^as 
niiftaken : for we were advertifed of a new íhew 
by the fouñd of drunis and trumpets. This was 
a diftríbiition of prizes ; Thcmias de la Fuenta, 
to make the feaft more folemn, having ordered 
all his fchoiars (as well thofe who were boar4ed 
with him as the reíl) to compofe, and intending 
to beftow on thofe who had fucceeded beíl, 
books bought at Segovia with his own coin. Im- 
mediately, therefore, two fchool-forms were 
brought upon the ftage^ wdth a prefs full of little 
books handibmely bound. ; then all the adors re- 
turned upon the fcene, and ranged themfelves 
round Signor Thomas, who lóoked as big as the 
head malter of a college, and heid a paper in his 
hand, on which were written the ñames of thofe 
who were to obtain the prizes : this he gave to 
the king of Morocco, who beg^n to rcad it with 
aloud voice ; and every fcholar who was called, 
going in a fefpcílful manner, received a book 
from the pedant, who was aftcrwards crovvned 
with bays, and ordered to lit down on one of the 
benches, that he might be expofed to the admi- 
ration of the crowd, Neverthelefs, how defi- 
rous foever the fchoolmaíler was of fending 
home the fpedators fatisfied, he could by no 
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means eSc€t it ; becaufe, having diftríbutéd al-^ 
inoft all the prízes among bis boarders, as tfae 
cuftom is, thc mothers of fome of the reft being 
prefeiit, were offended ; and openly accufed tbe 
pedant of ^artiality, in fuch a manner, tbat this 
entertainment, which had hitherto b^en fo glo- 
ríous for him, had like to have ended in mifcteef, 
like the feaít of the Lapithae. 



The End of the Seconj> Booíl. 
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C H A P. I. 
Tbe ar rival o/Gü Blas at Madrid ; witb an ac^ 
count oj tbefirjl maJUr wbom beftrved in tbaí 
€ity. • 

HAVING ftaid fomc time wkh thc young 
barber, I afterwards joined a merchant af 
Segavia, in his way through Olmedo, with foiir 
mules, on which he had tranfported goods to Val- 
ladolid, and was returning with theni unloaded. 
We became acquainted on the road, and he con- 
ceived fuch a friendlhip for me, that he infifted 
upon my lodging at his houfe when we anrived 
at Segovia. There he dctained me two days j 
and when I was ready to fet out for Madrid, a- 
long with a carrier, he entrüíled me with a letter, 
\^^hich he delired 1 would in perfon dcliver, ac- 
cording to the diredion, without teUing me that 
it was a recommendation. — I did not fail to pre- 
fcnt it to Signor Mattheo Melendez, a woollen* 
draper, who iived near the Sun-gate, at the cór- 
ner of the Trunkmaker's ftreet> and he na 

fooner 
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íboner opened it, and re^ the contents, than í» 
íaid, with a complaiÉmt air, *' SigBor Gil Blas, 
Pedro Pelacio, my correfpondent, writes fo pret 
fingly m your behalf, that I cannot difpenfe with 
your lodging at my houfe. He moreover entreats 
me to find a place for you ; and I \indertake the 
office with pleafure, being perfuaded that I íhall 
find no difficulty in procuríng for you a good fetT 
tlement." 

1 accepted the ofler of Melendez with fo much 
the more joy, as my fínances wcre fenfibly dimi- 
niíhed. But I did not live lóng at his expence ; 
for in eight days he gave me to kno iv, that he 
had recommended me lo a gentleman of his ac- 
quaint^nce, who wapted a valet de chambre; 
and that, in all probabiiity, I would be preferred 
to t¿e poíl. The gentleman coming in at that 
moment,— " Signor, (faid Melendez, íhewingmc 
to him} this is the young man 1 mentioned to 
you. He is a youth of honour and fobriety, and 
I can anfwer for his good behaviour, as much as 
for my own/' The cavaliei , having looked at me 
attentively, faid he liked my countenance, and 
todc me into his fervice. " He may follow me 
now, (added he) and I will iriílruél him in hi$ 
duty." At thefe words he bade the merchant 
good-morrow, and conduótuig me into the great 
ftreet juft by St Philip's church, we entered a 
pretty good houfe, one wing of which he poífet. 
ied ; and going up fíve or fix ílepa of a ftair, he 
introduced me into a chamber, feciwred by two 
ftrong doors which he opened, and in the firft I 
perceived a fmall window, grated with iron; 
through this chamber we went into anothcr, 
where there was a bed and other furniture» moie 
calculated for convenience than íhew. 

If my new mafter conüdered me atten^vel; 

at 
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at the houfe of Melendez, I examined him with 
great eameftnefs in my turn. He was a man 
turned of fifty, feemed to be ferious and refer- 
ved, though goód-natured withal : fo that I con- 
ceived no bad opinión of him. He put feveral 
^ueAions to me about my family, and being fa- 
tisfied with my anfwers, " Gil Blas, (faid he) I 
believe thou art a fenfible young fellow, and I 
am very glad to have fuch an one in my íervice. 
As for thee, thou Ihalt have no caufe to com- 
plain : I will give thee lix riáis a-day, for vidlu- 
ak, clothes, wages and all, exclufive of fome lit- 
tle perquifites thou mayeft enjoy, and I am eafi- 
ly lerved ; for I keep no table but always diñe a- 

broad. All that thou hall to do in a morning 

\s to clean my clothes, and thou íhalt be at thy 
own difpofal during the reft of the day : take care 
only to come back early in the evening, and wait 
for me at the doon This is all I exad/' After 
having thus prefcribed my duty, he took out 
his purfe and gave me lix riáis, as a beginning to 
fulfil articles; then going out, he locked the 
doors himfelf, and putting the keys in his pock- 
et, " Friend, (faid he) don't foUow me: go 
where you pleafe ; but be fure to be on the ilair 
when I return in the evening." So faying, he 
left me to difpofe of my felf as I Ihould think pro- 
per. 

" In good faith, Gil Blas, (faid I to myfelf) 
thou couldft not have found a better mafter : 
what ! to l^ht on a man, who^ for bruíhing his 
clothes, and helping him to dreís of a morning, 
gives me fix riáis per day, with liberty to walk 
and take my diverfion, like a fcholar during the 
the vacation í £gad, this is the happieíl of all 
fituations ! No wonder that I was fo defirous of 
being at Madrid :- 1 had certainly fome fuperna- 

tura' 
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tural intímation of the happinefs that awaitcd 
me.'* I fpent the day in ftrolling about the 
ñreets, diverting myfelf with looking* at every 
thing that was new to me, and this gave me fuf- 
ficient employmeíit. In the cvening, after having 
üipped at an eating-houfe not far from our lod- 
gings, I betook myfelf to the place whether my 
mafter had ordered me to repair, and where hé 
himfelf arrived three quarters of an hour after 
me, feemingly well pleaied with my punéhiahty. 
•' Very well (íaid he) this is right : I love to fee 
fervants attentive to their duty." So faying, he 
ópened the doors of his apattment, and fliut 
them agai|i as foon as we had got in : being in 
the dark, he took a tinder-box and ftruck a light, 
by thé help óf which I aíRfted to undtefs him. 
When he wás a-bed, I lighted, by his order, a 
lamp that ftood^in his chimney. and carried the 
candle iñto the antl-chamber, ' where I went tó 

fleep in a bed without curtains.^ Next mom- 

ing he got up between nine and ten o'clock, and 
wheñ I had dufted his clothes, counted me fix 
more riáis, and difmiffed me tilí the evcning : af- 
ter which he went out alfo, not without locking 
his doors with great care j fo we parted again for 
the remaining part of the day. 

Such was our manner of living, which I found 
Tery agreeable ; and the beft joke of all was, I 
did not know my maderas ñame: Melendez 
himfelf was ignorant of it, being only acquainf- 
^d with him as a gentleman who carne fome- 
fimes to his Ihop, and bought cloth of him as hé 
had occalion for it. Our neighbours could give 
me no better information ; all of them aíTuring 
me, that my mafter wasutterly unknown to them^ 
although he had lived two years in thé ward. 
They told me, that he vifited ^nobody in thé 

"^^^^^' laeighbour- 
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eieigfilK>«HrhoocI ; and fomc of them, accnftomed 
to make raíh mfercnces, concluded from thence» 
that he waí no better.than he íhould be. They 
went ftill farther, fufpe¿ling him to be a fpy of 
íhe kifig of Portugal, and charitably advertifeá 
me of the fufpicion, that I might take my mea- 
feíres accordingly . I was difturbed at this advice ; 
and refleded, that if the thing was fo, líhoulá 
run the rilk ef vifitíng the prifon of Madrid. I 
could not confide.in my innocence, my paíl mis^ 
fortunes havmg taught me to dread juftice ; for 
I had found by expenence, that if íhe does not 
put the innoccnt to dcath, íhe at leaíl treats them 
with fo fittle hofpitality, that her lodgers are al* 
ways m a very melanqholy fituation. 

In fuch a deiicate conjunfture I confulted Me- , 
lendez, who did not know how to advife me, for 
if he could not believe my mafter was a fpy, oá 
the other hand, he had no ccrtain reafon to think 
otberwiíe ; fo. that I refolved to obferve my pa- 
trón narrowly, and to leave hiro, if I íhould per- 
ceÍYe*^that he was undoubtedly an enemy to thfe 
ftate ; but I thought prudence, and the eafineíi; 
ef my nlatce, required that I íhould be firft per- 
feftly furc of hís praélices. With this view, t 
bcgan to keep a flriét eye over his a¿lions : and 
fe order to found him, ** Sir, (faid I, one even- 
»g, whüe I vmdrefied him) one does. not kno;^ 
how ta Uve, fo as to avoid ííander : the world ¡$ 
Very malicious, and wc ^mong others, are yerjr 
little eblíged to our neighbours. You cannot 
S^ie& in wbal manner the malicious crcature3^ 
' talkof US.**— ** Right, Gil filas, (anfwered he) bui 
Vhat can thcy fay of us, child ?" Ah ! truly (I 
tcplied) fcandal neveí wants nMUtcr. Virtut 
hedelf funii£(xea food foc it. Our neighbours fay 
tltót we Me dangerous people, and defenre to bé 
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taken notícc of by thc ^vemment. In a WOFd* 
you are thought to be a fpy for the king of Por* 
tugal." While I pronounced tHefe words, I look- 
cd hard at my mafter, ^s Alexander * eyed his 
phyfician and cmploying all my penetration to 
difcover what efFed my report produced in him, 
thought I obferved an emotion that too well a- 
greed with the conjetures of the neighbourhood, 
and he féll into a fit of muling, upon which I 
did - not put the moft favourable conftruélion ¿ 
but he foon recovered himfelf and faid with an 
.air of tranquillity, ** Gil Blas, let our neighbours 
think as they pleafe, without making our peace 
depend on their imaginations : and unce we 
give them no caufe to think amifs of us, let their 
opinión give us no uneafipeís." 

Upon this he went to bed, and I foUowed hfe 
example, without knowíng what to think of the 
inatter. Next day, juft as we were going out ia 
the moming, we heard a loud rap at the outward 
door ; my mafter opencd the other, and lookinf 
through the fmall grate, faw a decent fort of 9 
man at it, who faid, *' Signior cavalier, 1 am aa 
alguazii, and come hither to tell you, that the 
corregidor will fpeak with you." " What doqi 
he want with me ?" replied my patrón. " That 
I am ignorant of, Signor, íaid* the alguazii ; but 
jf you will take the trouble to go to his hoiif<^ 
^ou will foon know.'* **.I am his moft humble 
íervant, refumed my mafter, but have no manner 
of bufinels- with hi^l•'• So faying, he Ihut th? 

* Alexander the Grcat having receíved a letter, intiiiui- 
tlng that his phyücian tntended to poifon him, took the ^op 
OÍ medicine which he prefcribed, and fwallowing it withoot 
leíitation, put the letter into the fufpeded perfon's hand^ 
.fixing his eyes Üedfaftly upon him, while he rcad it, in or- 
der to diiUiiguith iu his countcnáoce the íigns of innocence 
CT^uilt. 
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feéoncf door : and having walked up and dowa 
for foxne time, like one alarmed at the difcourfc 
of the alguazil, put fix riáis into my hand, fay- 
ing, Gil Blas, my friend thou mayeíl go out, I . 
do not intend to go abroad fo early, and have no 
fürfher Dccafion for thee this morning." Thefe 
worjds made me believe that the tear of beingf 
apprehended obliged him to ftay at home ; fa 
that when I left him, in order to fee if my fuft 
picions were unjuíl, I hid myfelf in a place froríi 
whence 1 could fee him, if he íhould come out ; 
and íhould have had the patience to ftay there 
the whole morning, had he not fpared me that 
trouble. — But an hour after, 1 faw him walking 
in the ftréet with an air of aflurance, that at firí 
confoünded my penetration : but, far from being 
4uped by thofe appearances, I diftrufted themj 
having no favourable opinión of the man. 1 look* 
tá upen his compofure as a piece of affeclatiou, 
and even imagined that his remaining at home 
was with a view of fecuring his gold and jewels j 
and thgt, in all probability, he would confult his 
íafety by immediate flight. I did not expeét tp 
fee him again, and helitated about going m the, 
evening to give my attendance at the door : fo 
fare I vwis that he would quit the city inftantly, 
toefcape from the danger that threatened him. 
I did not fail, however of being there ; and to my 
TOer furprife, my mafter retiirned at his ufual 
time, went to bed without íhewing the leaft ün- 
eafinefs, and got up next day with the fame tran- > 
quillity. 

When we had done dreffing, íbmebody knock- 
c« at the door ; upon which my nialler looking 
Afough the grate, perceived the fame alguazil 
^hs had been there the preceding day, and aiked 
what he wanted, — '' Open, aafwercd the ijgua^ 



Il4 THE AOVn^TüU:S OT 

iil, hcre ú Moníkur the corregidor */^ At t^ 
formidable ñame my blood troxe in my veins; 
iur I w^ curfcdly afraid of théfe ¿entlemea^ 
fince Ihad pafied through tbeir hands; aod 
uriíhed tbat moment to be an huadred 
leagnes froca Madrid ; but my patrón, lefs a^ 
fiaid than I, opened tbe door, and recdved tbe 
judge with great refpeét. ** You fee, íaid the 
corr^idor to him, I do not come to your lodgiaiig» 
firith many attendants, being defírous <^ áxÁí^ 
erery thii^ with as little noife as poffibk: and 
% btUeve that you deferve this refpe¿^ not* 
witbñandiog the ugly reports that are fpréad of 
you» Tell lae therefore, your oame, and bufi- 
iiefs at Madrid ? " Signor, (repiied my maftcr)' 
I wa« born ín New CaílÜe, and my ñame i$ Doa^ 
Sernard de CaAel Blazo. With r^ard tx> my 
buíinefs, I dirert myfelf in waikiog, frequenting 
lhew«, and eojoying the agreeable converíatioa 
" of a few feleét frieras." " Doubdefe, (faid the 
judge) you have a grcat income." ** No,Sir, pe- 
iumed my patrón, interrupting him, 1 have nei* 
thex rents, lands, ñor houfe." " How do you 
live then ? repiied the corregidor." " On tbat 

which you íhall fee," íaid Don Bernard ; at 

the lame time he lifted up a hanging, opened a 
door which I had not before obferved, then ano- 
ther belúnd that, and carried the judge into a 
clofet, where he ihewedhim a greát trunk fiUed 
with pieces of goid. 

. Then he went on : ** Signior, you know thát 
the Spaniards are enemies to workc neverthelcü^ 
bow avexfe foever they raay be to troubk, I 
amay íafely ímy that 1 excel thent all in that par* 
ticuVar ^ háving a fund of iaziiaéfs that renders 

* Tbe coiregídor is th^ chief civil ma^ítrate ia every 
^tf út 5]^atD, «ppokneéi)/ the king. 
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me íncapable ef any manner of employment. 
If í had a mind to dignify my vices, I would cali] 
this lazincfsa philofophical indolence, the work* 
ai a mind weáned frpm every thing that \s moíl 
jírdendy purfued ih life. But I will frankly 
owa that I am conftitutionaÜy idle : and fo idle, 
tbat if I wvls under a neceflity of working for my 
Ifvelihood, I believe \ íhould let myíelf die of 
hfunger. With a yiew the refere, to lead a lifé 
agreeable to my humour, to free myfelf from the 
trouble of managing my eftate, and above ail 
th*ñgs tofuve myfelf the plague of a fteward, I 
have converted my whole patrimony, conliíling 
qf feveral confiderablc inheritances, into ready * 
money. In this trunk are fifty thoufand ducats, 
more than I íhall ever bave occafion for, was I 
to live another age; for I don't fpend a thoufand 
a-year, and am akeady turned of fifty. 1 am 
not at all afraid of what is to happeh ; for, thank 
be^Ten ! I am not addiéted to any one of the 
thrce things which commónly bring men to ruin: 
1 am not a flave to my'ftomach, 1 play only for 
stmofement, and am ^uite cured of women. So 
tfaat I am unfder no apprehenüon of being ranked 
io my oíd age among thofe yoluptuous dotards 
who purchafe the favours of courtezans at an ex- - 
travaganí jiírice." , 

' •* What a happy ntón you are : faid the cor- 
regidor, yon are very unjuíUy fufpeSted of being 
ft á|>y ; thaé office being very ¿nfit for a perfpn df 
your charader. Fróceed, Don Bernard, (added 
b9^} contifKue the life you now lead, and far froin 
Aiturbíing your bappinefs, 1 decía» myfelf the; 
guardián of it: I beg the fávour of your friená* 
iliip, and offer you mine in return." '• Ah, Signw ! 
(^Dried j»y maiier, penetrated wsth thoCscripikging.!^ 
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exprcfllbns) I aecept thc precious offer yon mal:e. 
witU cqual joy and reQ)e¿l ; for in vouchfafing 
me your fricndíhip, you incrcaíe mj wealth and 
órown my felicity." After this converfationt 
which tfae alguazil and I overheard at the clofet^ 
door, the icorrfegidor took his leave of Don Ber- 
nard, who could not enough cxprefs his gratín, 
tilde; while I, to fecond ony maíler,,and afiift 
him in . doing the honours of the houfe, 9ver- 
whelmed thc alg uazil with civilitiés, making a 
thoufand profound bows, though^ in the bottom 
of my foul, I harboured that difdain and averfion 
which every man of honouí has for one of his 
occupation. 



CHAP. U. 



Thf qflonUbnUnt jif Gü Blas^ 'wbm be met Captain 
Rol ando at Madrid^ and the cwrmus things%»hkk 
that robber recounted to binL . 

DON Bemard de Caílel Blai^ tfbr bayiiig 
waited upon the corregidor to Che ílreet, re* 
tlirncd with expodition to lock bis ftixmg box» 
and aU \m door$ that íecwed it« Then we weiH 
out,both very wellfatisfied; hefor h^yingacquíred 
a p^werful fáepd, and I Ibr bejüg now eofared üi 
tny fi^ liáis a day. The defire I had to recotuit 
tbis advcóture to Melende% ma^ me t^e the 
ft^ to hi3 houfe, ^hirch whien I liad alnaoft 
xractied, I pergetved Captain RdUadat Iwaa 
Qp^^ouuded #t finding ¿m '\% t\m place, ané 
could nothelp íbiyering at %bt of biw! He 
l^iiew nae at once, acc^ft^d me y^ gnivelx« an4 
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t# fbllow him. I obcyed with fcar and tremb- 
ling, fáying to myfelf, ** Alas ! he wiU doubtleft 
make me pay what I owe him. Whithef wiÜ 
he lead me? perhaps to fome fubterraneaa a« 
bode in this city A plague apon it ! if I 
t'iought fo, I would let him fee in a hurry, thai; 
I hav-ji not got the gout in my toes." As i walk^ 
ed b€;hind him, 1 refolved to take particular ao^ 
tice o4 the place where he íhould ftop, trom 
which i propofed to ícamper pff as faft as tny 
legs could carry me, íhould it feem the leaft 
{uípicious. 

But Rolando foon baniíhed my fear, by go* 
ing into a noted tavern, whither I followed him ; 
and where he called for the beft wiae, and be- 
ipoke dm'ner ; in the mean time, wfe weiit inta 
a room by ourfelvcs, w*here the captain fpoke 
in this manner: " Thou muft be furprHed, Gil 
Blas, to meet tby oíd commatider in this place ; 
and wilt be more fo ílili when thou íhait b€fc;r 
what 1 am going to relate ; That day on whi -h 
1 left thec in our fqbterranean retreat^ and íet 
out for ManfiUa with my wholc compaay, ia 
order to difpofe of the mules and horfes whicb 
we had taken the prccceding day, it was our 
fortune to meet the fon of íhe corredigor q£ 
León in his coaob, accompanied by four men oa 
horfeback^well armed. We made tvio of theii^ 
bitc the dufl:, and the others betake themfelvet 
t9 ñigbt; while the coachmaAt afraid of hii 
mafter's Ufe, cried» ia a íuppliaat voice, O deac 
gentlemen ! ia the aam^ of God, 4o ^^^ot kiU tbe 
oaly ÍQB ofúkQ corredigor of JLeoa. My pe^ 
pk did aot at aU releat sbC thefe wards, wliicbn 
oa the coatrary, infpiced tbcm with furv : Gea*- 
tWoBLeii^ (&id oae aiaoag q«} let aot taf hn of . 
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our profeflion hatb his father put to death ! liet' 
US avcnge thcm now, and faciífice this ví£tim to 
their manes.-— The reft of my men approvcd 
of this propofal ; and even my Heutenaiit pre- 
pared to aft thc high prieíl in this ceremony, 
whcn I held his hands, faying, Stop, at your pe-*^ 
fil! Why íhould we íhed blood unneceíTarily^: 
Let US be fatisfied with the purfe of this young 
man, whom, fince he makes no ref/tlancet 
it would be the utmoft barbarity to kill ; befides, 
be is not accbuntable íbr the aélions of his father, 
who does no more than his duty in condemning 
os to death; juft as we do ours, in rifling traveC 
lers on the highway. 

** My interceffion was far from beiñg unfer- 
ticeable to the corregidor's fon, from whom we 
toók nothing but his money ; and haviííg carrkd 
ofT the horfes of the two men we had llain, we 
fild thcm, together with our own, at Manfilla; 
then return?ng to our cavem, which we reached 
next day before it was light, we were not a üt- 
tle aftoniíhed to find the trap-door lifted up : and 
our furprile redoubled when we faw Leonarda 
fettered in the kitchen. Being briefly in- 
formed by her of what had happened, we woq* 
dered how thou ebuldft outvvit us, never having 
thought thee capable of playing fuch a clever 
trick, and we forgave thee on account of the in- 
Tcntion. Having untied our cookmáidy 

and given ordefs to drefs viétuals for us, wc 
went to look after our hori'es in the ftable, where 
tfce oíd negro, whor had received no fufte- 
nance for four-and>twenty hours, was at the laíl' 
gafp. We would have given him all the affift- 
anceinour power; but he had loft his fenfes,' 
and was otherw ife fo low, that notwithftand- 
^g our g«o4 wifi/ we hñ the poctf devii in the' 
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«lutches of death. This did not depríve us o^ 
our appetite, which having fatisfíed with a 
fumptuous meal, we retired to ouf feveral cham« 
bers, and ílépt the reñ of the day : whea we got 
up, Leonarda let us kñow tbat Domingo was na 
lüore, upon which we carríed him to the cellar^ 
where tbou maycft rcmcmber thy bed. was, and 
there perfbrmed his funeral obfequies^ as if he 
had enjoyed the hohour of being our companioiU: 
*' Five or ñx days after,'it bappened, that in** 
tending to make sui excurfion, we.one morníng 
091 the ikirts of the wood, teU in with th^^ee 
tix>ops belonging to the holy brotherhood, who 
fisemed waiting in oider to attack us. As we 
perceived only (me of the three at firft, we de£- 
pífed iu tho' more numerous than our company, 
aa[id attacked it accordingly ; but while we were 
engaged with this, the other two, which had 
found meases to keep themfelves Ixitherto con*- 
eeaied, ruíhed upon us fo fuddenly, that our va« 
loar wasof little or no fervice, and we were un- 
dcr the necelfity of yielding to the numbers of 
tbe foe. Our lieutcnant and two of our mcn féll 
on the ñeld, while the two that remadned and I 
were fo hemmed'in and overpowered, that we 
wére taken prifoners ; and whüe two of their 
troops conduded us to León, the third went and 
defiroycd our retreat, which had been difcover^ 
ed as; f^Uows; Apeafant bf Luceno croiling the 
foreíl in his retura home, perceived by ' acci- 
dcnt the trap-door of our cavern lifted up, that 
ViCry day on whkh thou maU'íl thy efcape with 
tbe lady ; and fufpeding it was the place of our 
abode, had not courage to go in, but contented 
himfelf:with taking a good obferyation of the. 
place, which the better to mark, he cut oíf with. 
witb hú kniíe thin flices of bark ÍK>]tt the t^ees süL 
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ímalí diitances as he wcnt along, until he had 
got quite out of the wood ; then repairing to 
León, ijitparted his difcovery to the corregidor, 
who receiving it with fo much the more joy, a$ 
his fon had been robbed by oitr company, aflem- 
bled three troops in order to apprehend us, and 
the peafant was their guide. 

" My arrival furniflied a íhew of all the inhabi- 
tants of León : *had I been a Portuguefe general 
«lade prifoner of war, the people could not ha ve 
been more eager to fee me. " Behold, (faid they^ 
behold the famous captain who was the terror 
•f this country ; and who, with his two com-* 
rades, deferves to have his fleíh torn from his 
bones with red hot pincers.'* Beíng catned bc- 
fbre the corregidor, he begán to infult me, fay- 
ing, " Well miferable wretch 1 heaven, wearied' 
with the diforders ofthy life, át laft refígns thee 
to my juftice." " Sir, replied í) if my crimes 
are manifold, at leaft L cannot reproach myfelf 
with the death of your only fon, whofe life I 
preferved, for which you owe me fome acknow- 
ledgment." " Ah mifcrcant ! (cried be) people 
of tliy charaéler are not entitled to the privileges 
of honour : and even if 1 had a mind lo fave thy 
life, the duty of my offite would not aliow me.** 
Havirig fpoke to me in this manner, he ordered: 
me to be imprifened in a dungeon, where he did 
not let my companions linger long : for they 
went out in three days, to act their laft tragical 
Xcene in the market place. As fox me, 1 re- 
maincd three whole weeks in jail, imagining that 
my puíiiíhment was deíerred, in order tp makc 
it more terrible ; and was in expe^tation of a 
death altogether new ; when the corregidor, o¿ 
dering me to be brought into his prefence, faid, 
Liílea to thy íentciice^ ** Tiou art frcc. 
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Had ít not "bcen for thee, my only fon would 
have been murdered on the highway. As a fa- 
ther, I was willing to acknowláge this peace of 
fervice, but not having it in my power to acquit 
thee as a judge, I have wrote to court in thy be- 
half, folicited thy pardon, and obtained it. Thou 
mayeft go then whither thou íhalt pleafe : but 
(added he) take my advice, refleíl ferioully on 
thy ¡11 fpent íife, and from henceforth quit thc 
profelfion pf robbery." 

•' I was deeply affe¿led with theíe words, and 
took thc road of Madrid, refolved to turn over ^ 
new leaf, and live honeftly in that city. I found 
my parénts were dead, and their effeds in thc 
hands of an oíd relation, who gave me fuch a 
faíthful accbunt of them, as guardians common- 
ly do; all that 1 have beea ablc to touch, bcing 
no more than three thoufand ducats, which, iu 
all probability , is not above one fourth of what 
ismyduc. But what courfe qould I take? I 
fliould gain nothing by going to law; thercfore, 
to avoid idlenefs, 1 have purchafed thc place of 
cí an alguazil. My brethren, out of decency, 
would have oppoféd my admiflíon, had they 
been acquainted with my ftory, which luckily 
they were ignórant of, or pretended td be fo, 
which is the fame thing ; for in that honoUrable 
corps it is the bufinefs of every individual to con* 
ceal his own exploits: thank hcavcnl not cm? 
of US can juftly reproach his fellow : fo that it 
may be f^d of thc fraternity, Thc devil may 
take thc beft. Nevertheleís, my friend, (added 
Rolando) I will now difclofe the bottom of my 
foul: the profelfion which I have embraced is not 
at all to my liking, it requircs a bcliaviour toa 
delicate and myfterious for me ; and waatever 
tricks we pradife muít be veryxrafc/ and íecret, 
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O bo w I rcgrct my oíd profeflíon í I grant, thcr» 
is more fafety in this ncw cmploymcnt; but 
Acre was more pleafurc in the other, and fiberty 
It mj defight. In all Bkelihood I ftiall get M 
rf my office, and fet out onc moming for tbf 
mountains» at tbe fonrce of the river Tagu$, 
whcrc 1 know thcrc is a retreat inhabited by a 
Homerous coinpany, chiefly of Catalonians (that 
is makiilg their eulogium in onc word); iftbou 
vill accómpany me, we will go and increaíe the 
number of thefe great men : I íhall be fecoii(i 
captain in their corcpany ; and wiU for thy bet- 
ter reception, aflure them that I have feen thec 
ten times engaged by my fide ; 1 wilt extol thj 
Talour to the fliies, and fay more in thy piaift 
than a general fays of an oíficer whom he wanti 
to promote. I will take care not to mention a 
word of the trick thpu haft played, becaufc it 
would make them fiífpicious of tliee ; the adven- 
ture íhall therefóre be concealed. Well^ (adde4 
he) art thou ready to follow my fortune ? I wsút 
fcr thy reply.** 

** Sq many men, ib many minds, (faid I toRo? 
Ifrndo) you are borq for hardy deeds, and I for a 
quiet and eafy life.** •* Oh ! I underftand you, 
^ried he, interrupting me) the lady whom W^ 
perfuaded you to refcue ítiH: keeps pofleflion of 
your heart, and doubtlefs you lead a happy lifc 
With her in Madrid; confefs, Mr Gil BIa$,^thíit 
you havc taken lodgings for ber, and fpead to- 
jether the piftoles which you carried ofF firo© 
the fubterranean retreat.'* I toJd him that hf 
was miftaken, and that, in order to' undeccivc 
him 1 would, whiíe we fliould be at dinner, rclaíC 
the ftory of the lady : this I did accordingly, an4 
informed him of all that had happened ta mC 
Anee I quitted the cbmpány . Towards f he end 
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Qf our repall, he refumed the fubjecl of th^ Ca- 
talonians, owned that he was determined to 'pin 
thetn, and inade a new attempt tp engage me in 
the fame refolution : but finding that 1 was not ta 
be perfuaded, he darted a fierce look at me, fay- 
ing in a very ferious tone, '* Since thoii haíl 
fuch a groveling foul as to prefer thj fervile con- 
dition to the honour of aflbciating with men of 
courage, I abandon thee to the bafenefs of thy 
inclination : but liílen to the words I am about 
to pronounce, and let them remain engraven on 
thy memory : forget that thou haíl met me to- 
day, and never talk of me from henceforth : for 
if ever I íhall hear that thou fo much as narneft 

me in converfation thou knoweíl me — — I 

will fay no more." Having thus expreíTed Ijim- 
felf, he called to pay, dífcharged the bilí, ai?d we 
got up in order to part. 



CHAP. IIL 

He is difmiffdd by Don Bernardde Cajlel Blazo^ 
and entsrs mto ths fervice of a hsaii, 

AS we wsnt out of the tavern, and were ta- 
king leave of one an^th^.r, m/ á\ il:er hap- 
pening to pafs, faw me, aiil I p^rceiveJ, looked 
hard at tli^ c iptain, vvlich m id¿ me beheve, that 
ht; was furprifed to fini me accjuainted witíi fach 
aágire. Certain it is, that the appea;aace of 
Rolando could'not prepoíTifs peopíe in íiis íavoor: 
for he was a very tall fellow, with a long vifage 
and hook-nofe, ani though not ugly, had very 
maca the air of a rank iliarper. 

I was not deceived in my coaje£lares ; £br 
ia the evening, I found Don Bernard íüil harp- 
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ing on thc captain's figure, and extremely well 
difpofed to belicve all th^ fine thmgs I could 
have faid of him, had not my raouth been 
íhut. " Gil Blas (faid he) who is that tall 
fpunger in whofe company I faw thee to day T* 
1 replied, ** He is an alguazil ;" and thought he 
would reít fatisfied with that. anfwer: but he 
a(ked a great many other queílions ; and as I 
appeared embarrafled, becaufe I remerabered thc 
th^eat of Rolando, he broke oíF the converfation 
abruptly , and went to bed, Next moming when 
I had done my duty as ufual, inílead of fix riáis, 
he gave me as many ducats : faying, ** Hold 
my friend, herc is what I give thee for having 
ferved me hitherto : go and feek for another 
plac«, for I cannot put up with a fervant who 
has fuch honourable acquahitances." I took it 
in my héad to pretend in my own juftification, 
that my acquaintance with the alguazil was oc- 
cafioned by my having prefcribed tbr him whilc 
I pra¿lifed phyfic at Valladolid. ** Very well, 
(replied my mafter) that is an ingenious evafion 
but thou fliouldell have thought of it laft night, 
and not have been fo much difconcerted.'* 
(" Sir, addcd I) I thought it would be imprudent 
in me to tell it : and that was the caufe of my 
confulion." ** O ! furely (replied he, clapping 
my íhoulders gently) you have been very pru- 
dent ; I did not think thou hadft been fo cun- 
i:iing. Go child, I have no further occafion for 
thee," 

I went inílantly to inform Mdendez of this 
piece of bad news, who told me for my confola- 
tion, that he intended to introduce me into a 
better family : and accordingly a few days af- 
t-er, " Gil Blas, my friend, (faid he) you don't 
< kaow what good news 1 have to tell you j you 
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are going to enjoy the molí agreeable poft yo^ 
could defire ; for I will fettle you with Don Mat- 
thias de Silva, a man of the firft quality, and 
one of thofe young lords who go under the de- 
nomination of beaus : he does me the hoRour to 
buy clothof me, on truft, indeed; but there is 
nothing tobe loft by people of his rank ; for they 
commonly niarry rich h^irefles, who pay their 
debts : and even if that íhould not happen, a 
tradcTman who underftands his bufinefs fell§ al- 
ways fo dear, that he can aflbrd to lofe thfee 
fourths of his bargain. The fteward of Don 
Matthias, is my particular friend.- Let us go to 
him now; he will himfelf prefent you to his 
mafter; and you may depend upon it, he will, 
for my fake, treat you with uncommon regard.'* 
In our way to the houfe of Don Matthias, the 
merchant faid, " It will not be amifs, I believe, 
to give you fome infoimation of the charaéter of 
this fteward, y^hofe ñame is Gregorio Rodríguez. 
Between you and me, he is a man of no family, 
who finding himfelf born for bufinefs, followed 
the bent of his genius, and enriched himfelf 
with the pillage of two families which he ferved 
in quality of fteward. I aflure you he has a 
great deal of vanity, and loves to fee the reft of 
the fervants eringe to him. They muft ad- 
drefs themfelves firft to him, when they have 
the leaft favour to aík of their mafter; for fliould 
it happen that they obtain it without his inte- 
reft, he has always expedients in readinefs by 
which it will eithcr be provoked or rendered in- 
effedual. Remember this, Gil Blas, in the re* 
gulation of your conduél : pay your couit to 
Signor Rodríguez, preferable to your mafter him- 
felf and do all that lies in your power to pleafe 
him : his friendfliip will beftead you much ; h« 
S 2 
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will pay ycur wi?gcs punélually ; and if yoa are 
dexteuus encugh to acquhe liis ccnfidence, he 
iray givc ycu lome pretty boiie to pick, out of 
ti t nun.bcr he has iu his pofleíEon. Den Mat- 
tljias is a yobng lord w ho minds nothing but his 
pleafure, and \^ouId not íbr the world inforní 
hiniíclí cf ihe íhte of his cvn aftairs. W'hat a 
gloiici-s l'airily is that*íbr a ftewardT' 

Anivin¿i: at the hcule, we dtfiíed to fpeak 
with Eip.cT Rcdriguez, \vho, \ve were to.¿, w^s 
in hlb ^\\n upaitn.tnt ; theie we found him \\ith 
a klhd cf ÍLin er, who had a bhíe canvas bag of 
nicncy in his hand. The flewaid, who looked 
mcie palé and yellcw than a girl opprefled with 
Ijcr n.aiuenhead, carne towardf; Meiendez with 
( pcn ainis ; he, en the other hand, mct him in 
lile fume manner, and they embraced one an- 
cther with demonftraticns of friendíhip, in ^hicíi 
there was, at leaft, as muchart as natuie. Then 
my afíaír coming on the éarpet, Rodriguez exa- 
mine d me frcni head to fcot, and told me,^in a 
^tly polite manner, that I was juít fuch an one 
as Don Matlhias wanted, and that he would 
with pleafure prefen: me to that lord. Upen 
Mhich, Mckndez letting him know how mucb 
he was intciefted in my behalf, and begging 
that he would favcur me with his proteétion, 
cummittcd me to his care, and after abundance 
cf complinients, withdrew. He was no fooner 
gone than Rodriguez faid to me, '* 1 will con- 
ducl you to my mafter as foon as I can difpatch 
this honeft countryman." Then going to the pea- 
fant, and taking hold cf the bag, " Talego, (iaíd 

. he) let US fee if there be juft 500 piftoles here.'* 
fiaving counted the mcney and found it right, 
he gave the faimer a diicbarge for the fum, and 

-ItPt him about his bufinefs, and putting the pi- 
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ftoles into the bag again, addrefled himfelf to me» 
faying, " This is the right time for us to go to 
the levce of my mafler, who commonly rifes. a- 
bout noon. It is near the hour, and I fuppofe 
he is up.'* 

This was the cafe ; we found Don Matthias in 
his morning-gown, loUing in an eafy chair, over 
an arm of which he ha^ tilted one of his legs, 
and poifed himfelf by leaning with his body the 
other way, and rafping tobáceo ; while he talked 
to a footman, who for the prefent did the duty 
of his A^alet de chambre, My lord, (faid the 
fteward to hím) here is a young man whom I 
take the liberty to prefent as one fit to fiU the 
place of the valet whom yon difmiífed two days 
ago : Melendez your draper recommends him, 
aíTuring me that he is a lad of merit, and I hope 
your lordíhip will be very well fatisfied with his 
behaviour. " Enough (anfwered the young 
lord) fince you introduce him to me, I receive 
hiña into my fervice with impiicit faith, and 
make him my valet de chamlwe. So that afFair 
is fettled ; but Rodríguez, (added he) let us 
talk of fomething elfe : you are come very op- 
portunely ; for 1 was juft going to fend for you* 
I havc bad news to tell you, my dear Rodríguez I 
You muft know I had ill luck at play laft night* 
Together with an hundred pifióles which I had 
about me, I have loft two hundred more on my 
parole ; and you know of what importance it 
Í8 for people of quality to difcharge that íort of 
debt ; it is indeed the only kind which we are 
obliged in point of honour to pay ; and we do 
not give ourfelves much concern about the rcft ; 
you muft therefore fiñd two hundred piftolés 
ímmediately, and fend them to the countefs of 
Pedroíkt" ** Sir, (faid the fteward) it is fooner 
Si f^' 
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faid than done. Wliere íhall I get that fum to. 

* pleafe )ou? 1 have not bcen able to fingerone 

larthing of your tenants, let me threaten as hard 

as I can ; and yet I am obliged to maintain your 

family in an honourable way, tho' I fweat blood 

and water in procuring wherewithal to defray the 

expence. True, indeed, I have hitherto, thank hea- 

ven, made fhift; but I amnówreduced to fiich ex- 

tremity, that I know not what faiiit in heaven ta 

invoke.** " All thefe harangues are ufelefs» 

(cried Don Matthias, interrupting him) and yoü 

worry me with your refleélions. Don't yoa 

imagine, Rodríguez, that I will change my dif- 

polition, and divert myfclf with looking into my 

own affairs. An agreeable amufement, truly, 

for a m^ of pleafure like me !'* '' Have a little 

patience^replied the fteward) at the rate you 

go on, l^Jíefee that you will be rid of that care 

in a very íhort time." '* You fatigue me, (faid 

the young lord in a paffion) you murder me. 

Give me leave to ruin myfell: ituperceptibly; I 

tell yt)u, I want two huridred pinoles; and 1 muft 

have them. Til go then, (faid Rodríguez) and 

have recourfe to the little . oM man who has al- 

ready leñt you money at high intereft»"' '' Yoa 

may, if you pleafe, have recourfe to the devil,. 

(anfwered Don Matthias) provided I have^ the 

two hundred pillóles, I íhaii give myfelf no fur- 

ther trouble about the matter." 

Juft as he had pronounced thefe words in a 
halty and difcontented ínanner, the fteward weiit 
away, and a young^man of quality, cíalled Doíi 
Antonio CenteUos, carne in. " What is the mat- 
ter? (iaid this laft to my riiafter) thou art cloudy, 
my frieñd: 1 perceive indigñation in thy coun- 
tenahce.^ What can háve put you into tíiis bad 
humourf^ ril-lay a wager, it Was the man whóní 
** ^ ^ I met 
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I met going out." ^* Yes, (replied Don Mat- 
thias) it was my fteward 4 every time he comes 
to fpeaK with me, I füffer for one quarter of an 
hcur, by his talking about my aíTairs, and faying 
that I have quite exhaufted my finances. Im- 
pertinent beaíl ! he cannot fay that he lofes by 
me, I am fure," " Why, child, (faid Don An- 
tonio) I am in the fame condition ; having a 
faétor not a whit more reaibnable than thy 
fteward. When the rogue, in obedience to my 
repeated orders, brings money for me, one would 
think he gave it out of his own pocket. He over- 
whekns me with refleclions/* '* Sir, (fays he) 
you are undone, your rents are feized," '* üpon 
whichl am obhged'to cut him íhort, in order ta 
put an end to his ridiculous difcoaife." " The 
misfortune is (faid Don Matthias)we cannot hve 
without thefe peoplé, who are neceflkty evils.'*' 
" They are fo, (replied Centelles) but harkee 
(added he, laughilig with all his might) there is 
a comical thought came into my head : a moíl 
incomparable concepción ! by which we may 
convert thofe fcenes which we have with th:;ai 
into mirth, and divert ourfelves with that which 
now gives us fo much uneaíinefs. Let me de- 
thañd of thy fteward all the money thou ílialt 
have occafion for; while thou doft the faiiie by 
mymanager; then they may moralize as they 
pléafe, we can hear them with great compofure ; 
becaufe thy fteward will ftiew me thy accounts, 
and my faá;or will etitertain theé with mine. I 
íhali hear of nothing but thy profuüon, and thou 
wilt fee nothing but mine. This will be admi- 
rable fport. 

A thouíand bright ftrakes fucceeded this fally, 
and mightily diverted the yotmg iords, who con- 
yerfed together with a great deal of yivacity ; 

uat' 
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until their difcourfe was interrupted by Gregorio 
Rodríguez, who returned with a little oíd man, 
almoft quite bald. Don Antonio would have 
gone away, faying, " Adieu, Don Matthias, I 
íhall fee you bye and bye : at prefent you have, 
doubtlefs, fome ferious affair to difcufs with thefe 
gentlemen/' " Oh I not at all, (replied my ma- 
fter) ílay, it is no fecret. That difcreet cid per- 
fon whom you fee is an honeft man, who lends 
me money at the rate of twenty per cent." 
" How ! twenty per cent, (cried Centelles, with 
an air of aftonilhmént) £gad, I congratúlate thee 
upon being in fuch good hands! I am not fo 
kmdly dealt with, and may fay that I purchafe 
filver at the price of gold ; I commonly borro w 
at the r?.te of forty in the hundred." — — *' Hea- 
vens ! what extortion (exclaimed the oíd ufurer}; 
do tbefe knaves ever think of another worid ? 1 
am not at all furprifed at the hue and cry raifed 
againft people who lend upon intereft. It is the 
exorbitant profit which fome exaíl that ruins 
our honour and reputation. If all my brethren 
were like me, we íhould not be fo much reviled : 
for my fole view in lendirígis tobefríend my fel- 
low-creatures. - Ah I if times were as they have 
been, 1 would ofTer you my purfe without inte- 
reft; and truly, in fpite of the prefent fcarcity, I 
can hardly prevail upon myfelf to take twenty 
per cent. But, for my part, I believe money has 
retired again within the bowels of the carth: 
there is no íUch thing to be had ; for which reafon» 
I am obliged to retrench my benevolence.'* 

" How much do you want?** added he, addrcf- 
fing himCelftomy mafter. "I muft have two 
hundred pinoles," repiied Don Matthias» 
^ Herc are four hundred in a bag, (faid the 

ufurer) 
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ufurer} you fliall have one half." So faying, he 
piilled from uuder his cloak a blue bag, which 
íeemedtobe the very fame which the peaíant 
Talego had Icft with the five hundred pinoles in 
the hands of Rodríguez. I foon knew what to 
think of thematter, andfound that Matthias hal 
not praifed the ftevvard's underftanding without 
caufe. The oíd man having emptied the^bag on 
the table, began to count the money ; niy ma- 
íler was inflamed with deíire of poíTeflion, at the 
íigbt ; and ftruck with the totality of the fum, 
faid to the ufurer, " Signor Defconiulgado, I 
have made a very wife reflexión, truly ! What a 
fool I am ! to borrow no more than what is abfo- 
lutely neceífary to difengage my parole, without 
coiiCdering that I have not a penny in my purfe. 
I íhall be obliged to have recourfe to you to- 
morrow; therefcre, to fpare you the trouble of 
coming back, I think ít v/ill not be amifs to 
pocket the whole four hundred." ^* My lord, 
(faid the ufurer) a part of this money was de- 
'figned fcr.a good licentiate, whohas fome fat be- 
nefices, which ne charitably employs in perfua- 
ding young girls to retire from the world, and in 
furniíhing their retreats. But l^nce you have 
occafion for the whole fum, it is af your fervice : 
All that í delire is fufficient fecurity." " Oh ! 
ús fbr fecurity, (faid Rodríguez, interrupting 
him, and taking a paper out of his pocket) you 
Ihali be fatisfied: here is an order to be ligned by 
Don Matthias, for five hundred pillóles, upon 
one of histenants, called Talego, a rich farnier of 
Mondejan." " Very > welf, (replíed the ufurer) 
I' never niake many words.*' Upon which the 
fteward prefented a pea to his malicr, who, 
without réading the order, fet his ' ñame to the 
bottom, whiítling all the whiie. 
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This affair being ended, the oíd man toók hís 
leave of my patrón, wbo ran and embraced him, 
faying, " TiU next meetíng, " Signor ufurer, I 
am wholly yours: Idon't know why people of 
your profeffion are brandcd with the ñame of 
rogues : for my own part, I think you are very 
neceflary and ferviccable to fociety : you are the 
ccnfolation of a thoufand heirs, and the refource 
of all thofe Jords whofe expence exceeds their in- 
come/' " Thou art in the right (cried Centelles) 
ufurers are very honeíl people, whom we never 
can bonour enough : 1 will, m my tm-n embrace 
this gentleman, on account of bis twenty per 
cent." With thefe words he approacbed and 
hugged the oíd man; and thefe two beaux for 
their diverfion, began to pufli him backward and 
forward onc to another, like a baU between two 
tennis-players. After he had been tofled to and 
fro a good while, they let him go with the ftew- 
ward, wbo was more deferving than he of their 
embraces, and of fometbing elfe alfo. 

Rodriquez and bis underílrapper being gene, 
Don Matthias fent the balf of his pinoles to the 
countefs of Pedrofa, by the footman wbo was pre- 
fent, and fecured the reft in a long embroidered 
filk purfe, which he commonly wore in his 
pocket. Very well fatisfied with feeing himfelf 
m caíh, he faid to Don Antonio, with a gay air, 
" What íhall we do to-day? Let usconfult about 
it." " You fpeak like a fenfible man ; (replied 
Centelles) with all my beart let us delibérate." 
While they were confidering how to fpend the 
day, two other lords arrived : thefe were Don A- 
lexo Segiar, and Don Fernando de Gamboa, both 
of them about the age of my mafter, that is, bétween 
eight and twenty and thirty. Thefe four ca^ 
liers, at mecting, hugged one another fo heartV 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GILBLAS. t«5 

that one would have thought thcy had not met 
for ten years before ; thcn Don Femando, who 
was a jovial companion, addreffing hi nfclf to Doii 
Matthias and Don Antonio, íaid, " Gcntlemcn, 
where do you intend to diñe to-day? If you are 
not engaged, TU condud you to a taycm where* 
you íhall drink nedar, I fupped there laft night, 
and left it only this moming, between five and 
fix o'clock." '* Would to heaven (cried my ma- 
fter) that I had done the fame: in which cafe, I 
fliould not have loft my money.** 

•* As fór me, (íaid Centelles) I treated myfelf 
kft night with a new diverfion; for 1 love varie- 
ty in my pleafures, which alone makes life agrée- 
able. A friend of mine carried me to the houfe 
of a farmer of the revenue, a gentleman who 
does his own bufinefs, together with that of the 
ftate. There I faw magnificence and tafte, the 
entertainment being elegant enough. But I was 
mightily diverted with the ridiculo us behaviour 
af the tax-gatherer himfclf, who, tho' the moft 
plebeian of his clafs, aflumed the man of quality ; 
and his wife, though horribly ugly, affeáed the 
airs of a beauty, and faid a thoofand filly things, 
íeafoned with the Bifcayaa accent, which rea- 
dered thera ftiil more remarkably fooliíh. Be- 
fides, there were at table, four or five children, 
with their tutor j fo that you raay eaüly conceivc 
how 1 was diveited with this family-fupper.** 

** And I, gentieinen, (faid Don Alexo Segiar) 
fupped at the houfe of Arfcliia the acftrefs. Wc 
were fix in all ; Arfenia, Florimonda, with a co- 
quette of hcr acquaintance> the marquis of Zena- 
ta, Don Juan of Moneada, and your humble fcr- 
vant. We fpcnt the night in drinking and 
fpeaking bawdy. Heavens! what pleafure! 
Tis true, indeed. Arfenia, and Florimonda hav»^ 
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not much gcnius, but their wantonnefs rapplies> 
the place of vvit. They are merry, brilk romp- 
ing creatures, and I love them a thoufand times 
betterthan your precife women of fenfe." 
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Hoiv Gil Blas bi^cams acquainted witb the vaJefs 

ój the beaux. T^be admirable Jecret they im^ 

partcd to him of acquiring the reputation of a 

' . man ófwit^ at a f malí expence ; and thefiagu^ 
lar oath wbich they oblijcd him to take. 

ÍN this raanner did thefe lords continué the 
converfcition, until Don Mattbias, wíiom, in 
the mean time, I helped to drefs, was ready to go 
abroad. Thcn he bad me foUovv him, and alt 
the beaux together fct out for the tavern, to 
which Don Fernando de Gamboa had propofed 
to condud them. As I walked in the rear, in 
company with three other v.ilets (for each of the 
cavaiier6 hadone,) l,obferved, not without \^>yt\.^ 
der, that thefe three domellics copied the air and 
maniier oí iheir refpe¿live mafters. Having ía- 
luted them a^» their new conrade, they returned 
the civiiity, and one among them, after harmg 
obferved me fome minuces, faid, ** Brother, 1 per- 
ceive tha: you have never as yet ferved a young 
lord." *' No» indeed, (anfvv^red 1) it is not long 
lince 1 c ime to M idrid.*' ** So i fuppoiei, (re- 
plied he) you fmeli ílrongof the qountry: you 
íeeja riuiorous and aukward, and there is a ítitP. 
nefs \i\ yo^ir behaviour : but, no matter, \ve >vvill 
foou pohlh you, take my word." ** I ^am afraid 
you ilatter me, (íaid 1 to him.)" " Not ut all, 
(ihe replied) if you was the gíeateíl biockhead in 
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the univerfe, we íhall be able to makc you pafs, 
you may depend upon it." 

This was enough to make me underftand that 
my confederates were brave lads, that I could 
not be in better hands, in order t<) become a pret- 
ty fellovv. When we arrived at the tavern, we 
found an entertainment ready, which Signor Don 
Fernando had the precaution to befpeak in the 
morning; our mafters fat down to table, and we 
ftood ready to ferve them : then they began to 
talk with fuch gaiety, that I was delighted to 
hear them. I was very much diverted with 
their diíFerent charaélers, thoughts, ánd expref- 
fions: their fire! thcir fallies of imagination, 
made me believe them a new fpecies óf men ! 
When the defert was upon the table, we brought 
in a number of bottles of the bell Spaniíh wine ; 
and left them to go and diñe by ourfelves, in a 
little hall \\ here the cloth was laid on purpofe. 

I foon perceived that the knights, my compa- 
nions, had more merit than I at firft imagined : 
they not only aflumed the manners of their ma- 
fters, but even affe¿ted their very language ; and 
thefe rafeáis fucceeded fo w^ell, that (the quality 
air excepted) thex^ was no diíFerence ; I admired 
their free and eafy deportment ; was charmed 
with their wit, and defpaired of ever being fo a- 
greeable. The valet of Don Fernando (becaufe 
bis mafter trcated ours) perforníed the honours 
of the banquet; and that nothing might be 
wanting, called the landlord, faying, '* Maüer 
Andre\y Mantuano, give us ten bottles of your 
very beíl wine, and, according to cuftom, add 
them to my maíler*s bilí." '* With aíl my heart, 
(replied the landlord) but Mr Gafpard, you 
kaow that Signor Don Femando owes me a good 
many entcrtaiiunents already ; ánd if by your 
Vqx* I. T D ed yvj^.^;^iiiean5 
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mcans I coald touch a little money.** ^* Oh- 

(faid the valet interrupting him) give yourfelf 
no trouble about what he owes you : TU anfwer 
íbr it : my mafter's debts are as good as gold : 
'tis triie, indeed, fome unmannerly creditors 
ha ve feized our rents; but we íhall obtain a re- 
plevy very foon ; and then we íhall difchargc 
yonr bilí wíthout fo mueh as examining the ani- 
eles.'* Mantuano brought the wine, notwith- 
ftunding the rents being feized: and we drank it 
in expeÁation of the replevy . It was a good jeft 
to Tee US, every moment, toalling one another, 
Ainder the fimames of our mafters : Don Anto- 
nio's valet giving the ñame of Gamboa to Don 
Fernando's fervant, and Don Fernando'^ footman 
Jionouring Don Antonio*s valet with that of Cen- 
telles : they called me Silva, and by degrees, wc 
got as drunk under thofe borrowed ñames, as our 
mafters, to whom they properly belonged. 

Though I did not fliine fo much as my com- 
panions, they did not fail to exprefs their appro- 
bation of me. *' Silva, (faid one of the arcbeft 
among thena) we íhall make fomething of thee, 
my friend : 1 perceive thou haíl a fund of genius, 
but does not know how to ufe it to advantage* 
The fear of fpeaking nonfenfe hinders thee from 
talking at a venture ; and yct by this alone, a 
thoufand people now a-days ac<]uire the reputa- 
tion of wits. If thou haft a mind to íhine, give 
the reinto thy vivacity, and indiíFerently rilk eve- 
ry thing that comes uppermoíL — Thy blunders 
will pafs for a noble -boldnefs; and if, after ha- 
ving uttered a thoufand impertinences, one wit- 
ticiun efcapes thee, the fiiliy things will be for- 
got, the lucky thought will be remembered, and 
the world will conceive an high opinión of thy 
merit. This is what our mafters prattiie with 
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foch fuccefs ; and wh»t every man muíl do, who 
aípires4:o the reputation of a diftinguiflied wit.^ 

Befides that 1 was but too fpnd of paíling for a» 
fincvgenius, the fecrct which he had difcloied to 
me feemed fo eafy, that I was refolved net to 
fiegleél it. I put it inítantly to the proof, and 
the wine I had drank contributed to its fuccefs ; 
that is, I fpoke at ran^om, and had the good for- 
tune to throw out, among a great deal of nonfenfe^ 
fbme flaíhes of wií, by which I acquired great 
applaufe. Thi» coup d'cflai fiUed me with con- 
fidence : I colleéted all my vivacity to produce 
íbme bright felly, and chance befriended me in 
theattempt. 

** WelU (faid he who fpoke to me in the 
ftreet) don\ you begin to get rid of your ruíl ? 
Thou haft not bcen two hours in our company, 
and art already quite another man. Thou wiit 

improve vifibly every day. See what it is to 

ferve people of quality : it elevates the mind ; 
while the being valet to citizens has a quite con- 
trary eíTeéi:." " DoubtJefs, (anAvered 1) and 
therefore I wiU henceforth confecrate my iervice 
to the nobihty." — *' That's nobly faid, (cried Doix 
Fernando's valet, haif fea» over}-it does not be-' 
long to your citizens to poífefs luch fuperior ge- 
niuíes as we are. Come, therefore, gentlemen, 
(added he) let us take an oath never to ferve 
fuch rapfcaUions, and fwcar to it by the river 
Styx." We laughed heartily at Gafpard's con- 
Ceit, which we approved of very much, and took 
the burlefque oatb with our glaíTes in our hands* 

Thus we continued at t^ble until our mafter» 
were pleafeJ to retire, which was about midnight; 
a circumítance which my companions looked 
upon as an excefs of fobriety. 'lis true, indced,. 
thefe young lords left thetavern in fuch good 
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time, only with a view to vifit a famous co- 
quette, vvho lived in fhe court end of the tovvn, 
and kept open houíe for young men cf pleafure, 
by n'ight as well as by day. She was between 
thiriy and forty years oíd, ílill extremely hand- 
fome, agrecable, andfo confummate in the art of 
pleaüng^, that (it wasfaid) íhe fold the reinains of 
her beauty at a higher price than that which íhe 
had received for its firft fniits. — There were al- 
Tvays in her houfe two or three other courtezans 
of the firíl rank, who contributed not a little to 
the gr^ear concouife of lords who frequented it. 
They went to the play in the afternoon, then 
fupped, and fpent the night in drinking and ma- 
king merry. Here our mafters ítaid till morn- 
ing, and we alfo, without feeling the time lie 
heavy oa our hands; for while they divefted 
themfelves with the miftrefles, we amufed our- 
felves with the maids ; and at laíl departed all 
togetherat break of day, every one going to bed 
at his own home. . ^ 

My mafter, getting up as ufual about noon, 
drelied himfelf and wentout. 1 followed him to 
the houfe of Don Antonio Centelles, where we 
found one Don Alvaro de Acuncha, an oíd gcn- 
t le man, and profeíTed rake. All the yoving 
fparks, who had an anibition to become fine gen- 
tleinen, pvit themfelves under his tuition ; by 
which they were formed for pleafure, taught to 
iiiake a figure in the world, and to ípend their 
fortunes with a good grace, he himfelf being un- 
der no apprehenüon of Iquandering away his 
o*vn, which was gone long ago. Thefe three ca- 
- vahers having faluted one another. Centelles faid 
to my nialier, *' Faith, Don Matthias, thou 
cculaít not come at a better time ; Don Alvaro 
ís goiag to carry me to íhe houfe of a citizen, who 
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has invited the Marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan 
de Moneada tadinner, and thou Ihalt be of the 
party." " What is the ñame of this citizen 1" 
(íaid Don Matthias.) *' He ¡s called Gregorio de 
Norief^a, (replied Don Alvaro) and I will in t\vo 
words give you a charaíler of the man. His fa- 
ther, who is a rich jéweller, havmg gone abroad 
to negocíate his añairs, left him the enjoyment of 
a large incóme; but Gregorio is a fool, who has 
a difpoíition prone to fpend his ellate, in doing 
which he alíeds the beau, and would fain puls 
for a man of fpirit, in defpitc of nature. As he 
begged me to take him under my direftion, I 
govern him at prefent; and I can afllire you, 
gentlemen, he is in a fak way ; his fiaances be- 

ing aheady pretty well funk." *' 1 don't at 

ali doubt it, (cr^ed Centelles :) I fee him already 
at the work houfe. Come,. Don Matfhias, let 
US make an acquaintance with him", that we may 
have fome íliare in his ruin." " With aU my 
heart, (repJied my maíter;) I love dcarly to fee 
the fortune of thefe little upltart gentlemen over-» 
turned, becaufe they vainly pretend to rivul us in 
fplendour. Noíhing, for example, ever gave me 
fo much diverfion as iliemisfortune of that pub- 
lican's fon, who was, by his inciination for play, 
and his vanity in aping the great, obliged to iell 
all, to his very houfe." " Oh I as for him, (faid 
Don Antonio) he deferves no compaíllon ; for he 
is as great a co'xcomb in his adveríity as he was 
in high hfe." 

Centelles and my maíler repairing with Don 
Alvaro 4:0 the houfe of Gregorio de Noriega, Mo- 
gicon and 1 went thither alfo, both of us raviihed 
to find a feaft going forward, and to have an op» 
portunity of contributing^ on our parts, to the 
ruin oí a citizen. As'we went in, we perceived fe- 
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Veral people bufy in drefling the dínner ; and the 
^'agouts they were preparing fent forth a favoury 
lleam, rhat very much prepoíTed the fmell in ta- 
vour of the tafte. The marquis of Zeneta and 
Don Juan of Moneada arrived, and the enter- 
teitainer feemed to be a great booby, who at- 
tempted in vain to aflTume the carriage of a beau, 
being a very bad copy of thefe excellent origi- 
náis; or rather a downright limpleton, who af- 
feded an air of underfianding. Imagine to your- 
felf a man' of this chara¿ler in the midft of five 
jokers, whofe fole aim was to exercife thcir rail- 
]ery upon him, and engage him in infupportable 
expence. " Gentlemen, (faid Don Alvaro, after 
the firft compliments) I prefent to you Signor 
Gregorio de Noricga, as a complete cavalier. 
Befides^ thoufand other excelk?4t qualificatíons, 
he poíTefíes an underftanding fo exquüitely culti- 
vated, that you cannot take him amifs. He is 
equally ftrong on aíl fubjefts, from the moíl clofe 
and fubtle logic, down to the art of fpelhng." 
** Oh ! now yoú flatler-me, (faid the citizen, in- 
terruptinghim with a very foolifh Jaugh.) Signor 
Alvaro, I may with more juftice return the com- 
pliment; for yoii are, as one may fay, a very 
jdraw-well of erudition." *' I had ño delign (re- 
plied Don Alvaro) to fiíh for fuch a geñteel re- 
partee ; but upon ray word, gentlemen, Signor 
Gregorio cannot fail of .'cquiring great reputa- 
tion in the world." '* For my own part, (faid 
Don Antonio) what I am moíl chamied with, 
and what I greatly prefer to his knowlcdge in 
orthográphy, is the.judicious choice he makes of 
his company; inflead of confming himfelf to the 
converfation of citizens, he cuitivates acquaint- 
ance with none but young lords, without giving 
himftffariy trouble about the expence atteuding 
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't. There is ¡n this conduél an elevation of fen- 
timent, and it may be called fpending one's mo- 
ney with tafte and difcernment." 

Thefe ironical praifes were followed by a 
thoufand more of the fame fort, and poor Gre- 
gorio was fpared by none of them ; each of thé 
beaux, in bis turn, breaking bis jeít, the meaning 
of which the fool did not perceive. On the cón- 
trary, he took every thiíig in a literal fenfe, and 
appeared very happy in his guefts ; nay, he feem- 
ed even pleafed with being turned into ridicule : 
and, in fhort, ferved thcm as a butt during the 
,whole time of dinner. They ftaid with him the 
remaining part of the day, and all night long : 
whilft we drank at difcretion as well as our ma- 
fters; and by that time they took leaveofthe 
citizen, we were all in an excellent trim. 



CHAR V. 



Gil Blas fets upfor aman of gallantry^ and be^ 
comes acquaintedwitb ajine lady. 

AFTER having refreíhed myfelf with fome 
hours of fleep, I got up in good huipour ; 
and remembering the advice 1 had received from 
Melendez, w^ent (my mafter not being yet a- 
wake) and prefented my refpects to the Itieward, 
whofe vanity feemed not a little ñattered with 
this inílance of my regard. He received me 
very gracioufly, and aíked if I was not yet fa* 
miliarized to the way of living pradifed among 
young noblemen. I replied, that though it was 
quite new-to me as yet^isdid not defpair of be- 
ing reconciled toit in time. 
Aud truly this happened very ftion ; fól* my 
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humour ?xíd difpofitíon fuffcred a thorough 
cliange. From being fedate and penfive, I be- 
came-a bride blundeiing coxcomb ; and the valet 
of Don Antonio complimented me on my meta- 
morphofis, fa^'ing, that there was now nothing 
wanting to make me illuílrious but an intrigue; 
which, he affirmed, was ablolutely neceíTary to- 
wards finiíhing the charader of a pretty fellow, 
all our comrades being beloved by lome fair lady, 
and he alone being in poíTelIion of the good 
graces of no lefs than two women of quality. j 
believed the rogue told a lie, and faid to him, 
** Monfieur Mogicon, to be fure you aré a hand- 
fome young fellow, who have a gieat deal of wit 
and merit ; but I cannot conceive how ladies of 
quality (efpecially as you don't live among fuch) 
can allow themfelves to be charmed by a man of 
your condition/' ** Why truly (faid he) they 
don't know who I am. — 1 make all my conqueíls 
in the drefs, and even ¡n the ñame ot my mafter 
ril tell you how : I drefs myfeif like a young 
nobleman : I aflume his behaviour, and go out 
to take the air : 1 ogle all the women 1 fee, until 
I meet with one who rcturns the leer : her I fol- 
low, and find means to fpeak with. I cali my- 
feif Don Antonio de Centelles, and demand an 
aflignation, upon which the lady ftands upon ce- 
remony : I prefs her to comply ; íhe yields, et c/r 
tera. — By this condud, my child, (addcd he) I 
have fucceeded in my intrigues, and 1 adviíe 
thee to follow my example.'* 

1 was too ambitious of making a figure not to 
liften to this advice,.and beíides felt no avcriion 
to a love intrigue : I therefor^ reibived to dif- 
-gxiife inyfelf like a -young nobleman, and go in 
quell of aiuorous ad*^tttures; but as I durll not 
dreJi$ myfeli'ii>rtjur own houfe, for fear of being 

obferved, 
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obferved, I took a rich fuit of clothés from my 
maíler's wardrobe, and, making it up into a bun- 
dlc, carried it to the houfe' of a little barber, a 
friend of mine, where I thought I could drefs and 
undrefs with more convenience, There I adorn- 
ad myfelf to the beft of my power, the barber 
knding a helping hand, in order to fet me ofF; 
and when we imagined it was impoífible to add 
any thing to my appearance, 1 walked towards 
St Jerpme's meadow ; from whence I was per- . 
fuaded I íhould not return without having found 
fome intrigue to my liking ; but before I was o- 
bliged to go fo far from borne, I ftarted one of a 
very brilliant expeítation. 
^ As I was croífing a bye-ftreet, I faw a lady 
ríchly drefíed, and perfedly genteel, come out of 
aftnall houfe and get into a-hackney-coach that 
ftood before the door; upon which, üopping 
fliort to gaze, I bowed to her in fuch a manner, 
as to inform her that I was not at áll dlfgurted at 
her appearance ; and íhe, to iet me fee íhe de- 
ferved my notice ftill more than I imagined, lift- 
ed up her veil for a moment, and prefented a 
moíl agreeable countenance to my view : mean 
while, the coach drove oíF, and I remained in the 
ftreet, not a httle ftruck with this apparition :— 
*' What a charming figure I (faid 1 to myfélf) 
blefs me ! this is jull what I wanted to complete 
my charader. If the two ladies who are in iove 
with Mogicon are as handfome as this, I pro- 
nounce him a lucky knave. I íhould be ^harm- 
ed with my fate had 1 fuch a miílrefs." 

While i made thefe refledions, I caíl my eyes 
by accident towards the houfe from whence I ^ 
had feen this lovely creature come out, and per- 
ceived at a parlour-window an oíd gentlewoman, 
who beckoned me to come in. * 
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I flew mto the lioufe in an inflant, and foiind,» 
ín a pretty handfome parloirr, tbis venerable and 
difcreet matron, who, taking me for a marquís at 
Icaíl, faluted me with great refpeól, faying, *' I 
don't at all doubt, Signor, that you have concei- 
vedaverybad opinión of a w©man, who, with- 
out being acquainted with you, beekons you in- 
to her houfe ; but perhaps you will think more 
favourably of me, when you íhall know that I 
don't, trcat every body in the fame manner. — 
But you I fuppofe, are a court lord." — " You are 
not miftaken,roy íbul, (faid I, ftretching out my 
right leg, and poifing my body on my Icft hip) 
I am, without vanity , of one of the beíl familieg 
in Spain/* *• I thought fo by yom appearance, 
(flie replied) and 1 own I love to oblige people 

of quaíity : that i& my Ibible. 1 obfervcd you 

tbrough the window, looking very eameftly (a* 
1 fuppofe) at a lady who had juft parted from me, 
Have you a paíHon for her ? Tell me íincerely/' 
** Upon the faith of a courticr, anfwcred I, Ihc 
has captivatcd me. I never faw any tbing more 
tempting tban that creature. — Bring us to^ether^ 
my good motber, and depend upon my acknow- 
ledgment: fuch good offices rendered to us gran* 
dees feldom pafs unrecompenfed." 

** 1 have already told you, (replied the oíd gen- 
tlewoman) that 1 am wholly devuted to people 
of quabty , and delight in being ufefwl to tbem. 
I admit into my houfe, for inítance, certain la- 
dies, whom tbe exteriora of virtue hinder from re- 
ceiving their gallants at borne; therefore, 1 ac- 
commodate tbem with my houfe, ín order to re- 
concile the warmth of their complexions with tlie 
rules of decency." '* Very well, (faid I to her) 
and I fuppofe you have granted that favour to . 
the lady in queftion." '* No, (íbe replied) tbis 
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lady is a young widow of quality, who wants a 
lover: but íhe is fo nice in that particular, that I 
don't know if you youffelf will pleafe her, not- 
withftanding your extraordinary merit : I have al- 
ready prefented to her three flout cavaliers, whom 
íhe treated with difdain." Adzooksi my dear, 
(cried I, with an air of aflurance) thou haft no 
more to do but put me on the fcent. I will give 
thee a good account of her, believe me. 1 long 
to have a tete-a-tete with a íhy beauty, having 
never as yet met with one of that charader." — 
" Well, faid the oíd lady, if you come hither to- 
morrow about this time, your curioíity may be 
fatisfied." "I will not fail, anfwered I, and we 
íhall fee whether or not a young nobleman, fuch 
as I, may tafté the pleafurc of a conqueft." 

I returned to the houfe of the little barber, 
without defiring any other adventures, but very 
impatient to fee the iíTue of this. Next day, 
therefore, having been at great pains to fet my- 
felf ojfF, 1 repaired to the oíd gentlewoman's houfe, 
án hour before the appointment. " Signor, faid 
Íhe, I fee you are pun¿tual, and am glad of it : 
for you will find it weJl worth your trouble. I 
have feen your young widow, and have had fome 
difcourfe with her about you. She has forbid me 
to fpeak ; but 1 h^ve conceived fuch a friendíhip 
for you, that I cannot hold my tongue. You 
had the good fortune to raake an iuipreílion oa 
her heai t, and wiU be happy very foon. Between 
you and me, the lady is a delicious morfel ; her 
hulband lived with her but a very ílioit time ; he 
fleeted away, as it were, like a íhadów ; fo that 
íhe is as good as a maidea." Thó good matron, 
doubtlefs, meant one of thofe fprightly maidens, 
who know hovy to enjoy lií'e without the incum- 
trance of matrimony. ^^^i^ 
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In a littlc time, the heroine of tbe affignatiort 
amved in a ílage-coach, as íhe had done the day 
before, adorned with the pomp of drefs. As foon 
as flie appeared in the hall, I began by five or fix 
a-la-mode bows, accompanied with their moft fa- 
üiionable contortions ; after which, I approached 
her with a very familiar air, faying, " My prin- 
cefs, behold a young nobleman, who is enwrapt 
with your beauty. Your imáge, fince yefterday, 
has incefíantly prefentcd itfelf to imagination, and 
expelled a duchefs who had begun to fet footing 
in my heart." " The (triumph anfwered íhe, 
taking off her veil) is too glorious for me, and yet 
I do not perfe¿lly enjoy it ; for young noblemen 
are prone to change, and your hearts, they fay are 
more difficult to keep than quickfilvcr." " But, 
my qucen, (I replied) let us mind the prefent on- 
ly, and let futurity Ihift for itfelf; yon are hand- 
fome, and I amorous ; and if you approve of my 
paffion, let us engage without any further reflec- 
tion, and embark like- failors, who think only of 
the pleafures, without perceiving the penis of their 
voyage." 

So faying, I thrcw myfelf, in a tranfport at the 
feet of my nymph, and the better to imítate the 
beaux, preíFed her, in a petulant manner, to make 
me happy. She feemed a little moved by my 
entreaties, but thought it was too foon to yield; 
fherefore, puíhing me gently from her, ** Hold, 
(laid íhe) you are too forward, and havc the air 
of a libqrtine ; 1 am afraid you are no more than 
a downnght rake," " O fy, Madam ! (cried I) 
fure you cannut hate what all ladies of faíhion 
love : nonebut tradefmen's wives>exclaim againil 
libertanifm." " You are . certainly in the right, 
íhe rep}ied, and I cannot refiíl fuch a convincing 
reafon. it is vain, 1 find, to uíe gripiace with 
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nobk^sen Hke yon; and the women muíl a^vance 
cHae half of the way. Know thcn your viélory : 
(^adáied (he with an appearahce of confuíion, at 
íf hcr modefty fuifFcred in the confeffion) you havc 
infptrcd me with fentiments which I nevcr felt 
before, and I want only to know who you are^ 
that I may determine to chufe you for my lover. 
1 believe you are a young lord, -and, moreovcr, a 
man of l¿nour. fiut of ti^s^ I ani not aflured ; 
Bend howfoever I may be prepoffeíled in your fa- 
^our, I am refolved not to beltpw my afledkion oa 
a perfon unknown." 

It was then I remembered the expedient of 
I>on Antonio's valet, on the fame occafion ; and 
after his example, having a mind to pafs for my 
mafler, ** Madam, faid I to my widow, I will not 
rcfufe to tell you my ñame, which I need not be 
aihamed to own ; — -— did you never lieaf ot Don 
Matthias de Silva ?*• " Yes, (íhe repKed) I have 
even feen him at the houfe of a lady, an acquain- ' 
tance of mine." Although I was pretty well 
ílocked with impudénce, thisanfwerdifconceitid 
me a good deal ; however, I recoUeéted myfeJf in 
an inftant, and making an effbrt of genius, to ex- 
trícate myfelf, " Well then, my ángel, (faid I) 
yon know a lord whom — 1 know alfo. Since you 
mull have it, I am one of the lame famjly ; his 
grandfather married my grand-uncle's fifter-in^ 
law: fo that you fce we are very nearly related. 
— My ñame is Don Caefar, and 1 am the only fon 
ot the illuftrious Don Femando de Ribera, who 
wae fiain fifteen ycars agó, in -a battle that was 
foüght on the frontiers of Portugal. I could de- 
fctibc the adion, which* was helUlMy hot ; but 
thÍJt wouW be lofing the precious moriíents wiiich 
io<v€ ptompts US tó employ in a more ^reeabie 
numner/' 
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After this diicourfe, I became more preíBng 

and pailiotiate; btit all to lirtJe effeél : thefavovirs 

which my goddefs beflowcd upon me, only ferv- 

ing to make me figh after thofe wliich íhe refu- 

íed: but though the barbarous cíeature got into 

her coach that waited at the door, I went home 

very well fatisfied with my good fortune, although 

1 was not yet perfedly happy.- If, (faid I to m/- 

felf) I have not been jible to obtain the height of 

my wiíhes, it is becaiiíe my princefs is a lady of 

vank and deiicacy, who thinks it indecent to 

vicld to my tranfports dming the firft interview. 

The pnde of her birth has retardcxl my happinefs, 

vvhich, however, is only delayed for a few daya. 

Not but that I hcici Hkewife fome fufpicions» 

that the whole aftair was a well concertcd trick. 

liut I loved to confider it in the molí favourable 

point of view, and to prefervethe advantageous 

opuiion I liad conceived of the lady, with whom 

1 had agreed to mect again next day : the hope 

of accompüíhing my willies giving me a taíle, by 

a.iiticipation, of the pleafures I e^peded to enjoy. 

With my fancy full of thefe fnnüng images, I 

rctiu'ued to the houfe of my barber, where I 

changed my drefs, and went to wait upon my 

raaíUn- at a tcnnjs-court, where 1 knew be was. 

I found him cngaged in play^ and even perceiyed 

tbat he had beea lucky ; for he was none of thofe 

phlegm^tic gameílérs who enrich or ruin tliem- 

í¿lves without changir^g a feature. In liis prof- . 

jicrity he was full of iníulting raillery : but very 

morofe when fortune declared agajníl him. Lea* 

ving the tenais-court in great good huinour, he 

. went diie6lly*lo the prince's theatre, and 1 foU 

iQwed him to the play-houfe apor, where gii^ing 

me a ducat, " flere Gil.BUs» faid. he, íince I 

have been lucky, thou íhalt feel the eSeéls of it ; 

go 
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go and enjoy thyfelf with thy companions, and 
about midnight come to me at the houfe of Ar- , 
fenia, where I am to fup with Don Alexo Segi^r." 
So faying, he went in, and I remained, thinking 
how I íhould fpend my ducat, according to the 
intention of the donor. I was not long in fuf- 
pence ; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, appeared all 
of a fudden, and 1 carried him to the next tavern, 
where we re]galed ouríelves till tWelve o'clock ; 
and from thence repaired together to the houfe 
ofArfenia, where he was hkewife ordered to ren~ 
dezvous. A httle lacquéy opened tlie door, and 
introduced üs into a parlour, where the waiting- 
women of Arfenia and Florimonda fat togí^ther, 
laughing as if for a wajrer, while their millrelics 
entertained our maflers above, 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had 
fupped to their fatisfaftion, could not be diri* 
greeable to chairibermaids ; erpeciaily to thoíc oí' 
the aétreíTes ; but what was iny ailonifhmenr, 
when, in the perfon of one of them, 1 beheld nvv 
widow : my adorable widow, whoni I beheved a 
inarchionefs, or countefs ! She fecmed no lefs fur- 
prifed at feeing her Don Ca;far de Ribera meta- 
morphofed into the valet de chambre of u beau : 
however, we obferved one another without be- 
ing difconcerted ; and both, at'one time, were 
feized with fuch a violcnt inchnation to huigh, 
that we could not help indulging it. After wbich, 
Laura (fo was my prmcefs calied) taking me a» 
üde, while Clarino made up to her companion, 
very graciouíly prefented her hand, faying foúly, 
** Take it, lion Caefar ; inílead of reproaching, 
let US compüment, one auother, my f nend : you 
performed your part to admiration ; and I dic^Jr 
not behave amifs m mine. What fay you ? Con- 
fefs that you took me for one of taofe une iadie^' 
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of qualíty, who amufe themfelves witfr intrigues/' 
•• *Tis true, anfwered J, but whofoever you are, 
my queen, I have not changed my fentiments 
with my drefs : I beg you will accept roy fer- 
▼ices, and allow the valet de chambre of Don 
Matthias to fíniíh that wbich Don Cseíar bad fo 
happily bcgun." " Yes, (feid íhe) I love thee 
ftill better in thy own charader, thao in that of 
another : thou art juft fuch a man «s I am a wo- 
man, and that is the ftrongeft apprc^tton I can 
beftow : I thereforc receive thee into the crowd 
of my adorers ; we íhídi have no more occafion 
for the miniftry of the oíd woman; for thou 
may*ft come hither with the utmoft frecdoro : wc 
ladies of thfe ítage live without conftraint, and 
helter-íkelter with the mcn. The effeds of thk 
communication are lbme1:iraes very vifible * in- 
deed; but the town laughs at them, and our 
bufinefs, thou knoweft, is to diveit it. 

Herc we hvdke ofF, becaufe there werc otbers 
prefent, and the convcrfetion bccame geneíaii 
Iprightiy, joypus, npd full of palpable donble en- 
teñdres. Everjrtfhe bore a part ; Arfenia's maid 
in particular, my lovely Laura, íhonc very much, 
and íhowed a grcat deal more wit than virtuc, 
On the other hand, our mafters and the aAreflcs 
often buril out into long fits of laughter, which 
we overheard, and from which we concluded that 
theír difcourfe was much of the fame ítamp with 
our own. If all the fine things which were faid 
that nigfat at Arfenia's had been committcd to 
writing, thcy would have^ compeled, I believe a 
treatife very inítrudíve for youth. In the mean 
time, the hour of retreat, that is the dawn, arri- 
ved, and we were obligcd to part. Clarino fol- 
lowed Don Álexo, and I went home with Don 
Mutfaias. 

Digi^zedbyGOOgl dJAP 



GIL BLAS. 



C H A P. VI. 



7be cmverfation offome nollemen about the player^ 
of the prince's company ^ 

' ,* 

THAT day, while my mailer was drefling, he 
received a billet from Don Alexo Segiar, 
deliring- hig company at his houfe, whither he 
went; and faund him with thé Marqrás of Zeneta, 
and another young nobleman of a good meiri, 
whom I had never fe^n^before-. *' Don Matthias, 
(faid Segiar to my mafter, prefenting the un- 
knovvn cavalien) this is Don Pompeio de Caftro, 
a relation of mine, who has been at the £ourt of 
Portugal almoft from. his inf incy : he arrived at 
Madrid laíl night, and wltl fet oitt to-raorrow for 
Lilbon, fo that^ as- he can fpare me only one day^ 
1 am refolvedtp enjoy the precious opportunity, 
and iii order to make it the. more agreeable tí> 
him, have called you and the Marquis of Zeneta 
to my afliílance." Upon this, my maíler and> 
Don Alexo's kinfmari embraced arld coñipliment- 
ed one another^ and I was much pleafed with tha 
difcourfe of Don Pompeio^ whofeemed to have a: 
great íiiare of judgment and penetration, 

Having dined at Síjgiar's, thcfe. noblemen a- 
mufed tliemielves at caids tíli the hóur of gcing 
to the play ; and thea went altogethe^- to the- 
prmCtí's theatre, -to fea ai new tragedy, intitled^» 
The Qaeen of Carthag^. After the reprefen-' 
tation of the piece, ttey retumed, and fuppeá 
wheve they had dined -/tJíQjcoiiverfationy.at firft^ 
tmning gil the poeai they had. leen p^rfprmed,- 
áKd afterv/ii5:d\, tipoa tíie actors. "As, for, the 
^ work ií'lkU^, (ciíeú.JJqa:AÍ'íathi¿is).ldiaTe no gieat 
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opinión of it ; it makes -^Encas ftill more infipid 
than he is reprefented in the -^Elneid ; but every 
body muíl agree it was divinely playcd.- What 
fays Signior Don Pómpelo? he does not feem to 
be of my way of thinking." " Gcntiemen, (faid 
that cavalier, fmiling) I have perccivcd you fo 
much charined with your playeas, and in parti- 
cular with your adccffes, that I ought not to be 
fo bold as to lignify my diflcnt from your opini- 
ons." " You are much in the right^ (faid Don 
Alcxo, in a jocular manner) your cenfures will 
be very unfeafonable here ; and you ought to 
Ihow íbme refped for our adrcflcs before us, 
who are the trumpets of their reputation. As 
we drink with them evcry day, we can do no Icís 
than warrant them perfeél in their vocation j 
and evcn give them certificates, if there be occa- 
fion for it." " I do not at all doubt it (anfwered 
his relation) and I daré fay you would do the 
fame for their moráis, fo much are you their 
fiiends/* 

" Yosur comcdians of Liibon (faid the Marquis 
of Zencta, with a fneer) are, doubtleü, much bet- 
ter than ours." " Yes, certainly, (replied Don 
Pompeio) at le'aíl, there are fomc o¡f them who 
have no defeél." " And thefe (refumed the Mar-- 
^uis. may depend upen your certifícate." 1 have 
DO connedioq with them, (faid Don Pompeio^ 
^nd, as I never enter inte their parties of pleafure, 
can judge of their merit without prejodice. JBut 
-do yo«t really (added bc^ think your company 
£» cxccllent ?" " No, fiuth ! (íaid the Marquis) 
1 believe no fuch thix^f > and provided you give 
me leave to defend a Tery fmall oumber of the 
players, I will willingiy give up jdl the reft« 
Won't you allow that ihe who pla/^ the part of 
Bido Í9 an admirable a^titft ! dí4 &e Mt repre^ 
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fcnt that queen with all the dignity and gracc 
which is conformablc to thc idfea we havc of her? 
and did not you admire her art in engaging the 
mind of the fpe(aator, and making him feel the 
emotions of all thofe palfions that are expreíTed ? 
íhc msLj be faid to be confammately Ikilled in all 
the refinements of declamation.'* ** I agree, (faid 
Don Pompcio) that íhc knows how to awake 
and touch thc pai&on of thc audicnce ; no play- 
cr had evcr more feeling, and^ on the whole, her 
reprefentation U very fine. But íhc is far from 
being a perfeél aélrefs. I was íhocked with two 
or three things in her performance. — When íhe 
would expreís furprifc, íhe rolk her eyes in fuch 
an extravagant manner, as rery ill becoínes thc 
deportmcnt of a princefs. Add to this, that in rai- 
fing her voice, which is naturally low, íhe cor- 
nipts the fweetnefs of it, and produces a very 
dii^reeable croaking : befidcs, in more places 
than one, íhc gavc reafon to fafpe^t that íhe did 
not very well underíland berpart: but, how- 
ever, i am inclined to impute tlits ratbcr to inat« 
tention tban want of capacity,** 

** By what I can íee, (íaid Don Matthias to 
thc critic) you will ícarce wríte a pancgyric on 
our adrcflcs." " Pardon me, (replied Don Póm- 
pelo) I cao difcovcr great takms through their 
uefeds. I awn I was encbanted by that aétrefs 
who pcrformed the part of a cfaamber-maid in 
the interludes : íhc has a fine genius, treadc thc 
ftage gracefolly, and every wtttidfm íhe utters is 
feafoncd with a Éircaítiic ímilc, &ál oí chanRs, 
which very diuch enhancct thc vsluc of what is 
iaid, Shc may, indcedi be blamcd for mdalgiag 
her fire, fomettmes a little too much, mad traof- 
greí&ng tbc boufids of mo4cft aflumaoe. But 
wc muft Aoc be toé imie} «lá I wmid only 
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wiíh tfiat Ihe would correft one bad habit ííie has 
contracled. . Oft-times, in the middle of a ferious 
fcene, íhe interrupts the performance all of a . 
fudden, by yieldhig to a filly delire of laughing, 
uitli which íhe is feiied. You'll ídy íhe is ap- 
plauded by the pit, even at thefe times : there, 
1 ov/n, íhe is lucky." 

" Well, what do you think of the m^n ? (faid 
the marquis, interrupting him) furely you'il 
-charge them full voUey, fince you have been lo 
vmmerciful to the women." "No (faid Don 
Pompeio) I think you have fomepromifiog young 
aéiors ; and am particularly pleafed with that fat 
comedian who aéled the partof XHdo's prime mi- 
nifter: he repeats very naturally, and declaims 
juíl as they do in Portugal." If he can pleafe, 
you, (faid Seglar) youmuíl bechatmed with the 
action of hiih who played the part of jSEneas. Is 
lie not a great comedian ! an original 1" " Very 
original ! (replied the critic) bis cadenee is quite 
peculiar, and his tones abundantly Ihrill : he al- 
moít aiways deferts nature ; hurries over the 
words which contain the fentiment, and place. 
the emphafis whcre it íhould not be ; m^king 
p-iufes even on articles and conjundions. He di-' 
verted me \'ery much'; particularly when he ex- 
preíTed to his conñdent the violence he did him- 
lélf in abandoning the princeüs ; never was grief 
more comically exprefled/' " Softly, coufin, (re- 
piied Don Alexo) thou wilt make us beüeve, by 
and by^ that there is not a great dealof taíle at 
the cüurt of Portugal. Doft thou know that the 
ador of whom we fpeak ia reckoned a phcenix? 
Didíl thou not hear what claps of applaufe he ób- 
taincd.P.a^.plain proof that he is far from.being 
contempf it>ie." " That.is no proof ^t ail (anfwer- 
ed DoaPwifeia;) g^i«J«nep¿ (ad^^ he^i let' 
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OS not, I beg of you, lay any ftrefs upop the ap- 
plaufe c£ the pit, which is often beftowed very 
unfeafonahly :— nay, morefeldom on^true merit 
iban on falfe, as Phaedrus obferves, by an ingeiü- 
ous fable, which I beg leave to repeat. Here it 
» — 

-** i 
" THE inhabitants of a certain city being af^' 
fembled in public to íee pantomimes, there wasf 
among the pcrformcrs afavourite ador whom they 
ftpplauded every moment. This bufFoon,having a 
mind to <:lofe the fcene wkh a new kind of repre- 
fentatton, ^>peared ^ne upon the ftagé, ílooped 
down, covering )hs head with his cloak, and 
iqneaking like a pig, acqttittcd himfelf fo weU, 
that the audience aétuaily imagíned he had ene 
under his clothes j tbey ordcrcd jiim therefore 
to ftrip ; which he ha^ing done, and nothing ap- 
pearing, the whole afiembly thundered applaufe. 
A peafant who happened to be one of the fpeda- 
ton, ihocked at thefe expreffions of admira- 
tkm, cricd, Gentlemcn, you have no caufe to be 
charmed with that buíFoon, who is not fuchan ex- 
quifite ador, as you imagine : I can play the pig 
bettcr than he, and, if yon doubt it, come hither 
again to-morrow at this hour. The pcople, pre- 
poflfeflcd in favour o£ their pántomimes, reair^m- 
bled next day in great numbers, rathcr to hife 
the peaíant thtn fee what he could do. The tvvo 
rivaU appearingon the ftage, the biiffoon began, 
and was applauded more than ever : then the 
countryman ftooping in his torn, and muíüing 
his head in his cloak, pinched the ear of a real 
pig, which he held under his arní, and made it 
íqueak molí piercingly : neverthelefs the audi- 
ence gaye the prcference to the pantomirae, and 
hooted the peafant, who all of a fuddqp proda- 

ciii 
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cing the pig to the fpeélators, Gentleriien, faid 
he, it is not me whom you hifs, but this poor ' 
; pig himfelf : fuch excellent judges you are !'* 

" Coufin (faid Alexo) thy fable is too fevere : 

but notvvithftanding thy pig, we will not give 

up Gur* opinión. Let us change the difcourfe 

(addeú he) I am tired 6F this fubjéd. So, thou 

V ilt diípavt to-morro\v, in fpite of my defire to 

eujoy thy corapany a little longer ?'' ** I wifli I 

could nitilce a longer ftay in Madrid (replíed bis 

kiniman) but it is Qot ia my power. 1 h¿ve told 

you aheady that 1 carne to the coart of Spain a- 

bout an aüair of ftatp ; and, at my arriyal y eller- 

day, had an audience of the prime rainifter, 

w hom 1 íhall fee again to-morrpw moming ; im- 

meJiutely after which I íhall fet out on my re- 

turn to Liíbon." Thou art bccom'e altogether 

Poituguefe, (faid Segiar) and in all hkelihood 

wilt never return to Uve in Madrid.** " I believe 

1 fliall not (anfwered Don Poriipeio) for I am fo 

happy as to be beloved by the king of Portugal, 

and enjoy a great deal of pleafure at his couít. 

But notvvithllanding bis kindnefs to me, would 

. you believe that I have been on the point of 

quitting his dominions for cver?" " Pray, tell 

US the reafon ! (faid. Don Abxo." " With all 

my heart anfwered Don Pompcio ; and at the 

íainc time will relate, the ftory of my life/- 
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7 be biflory o/Don Pempeio de Cajtro. 

DON Alexo (added he) knows, that whilé I 
wa§ yet a boy I Teíelved to carry arms ; 
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andthatieeingour ©wn countryinprofoundpeace, 
I went to Portugal, from whence I paffed óver 
into África witb-the duke of Bragánza, who gaye 
me employment in the army under his com* 
mand/ Being a younger brother of a vcry fmall 
fortune, I was under a neceffity of fignalizing 
myfelf in fuch a manner as to attraél the noticé 
of the general; and did my dufy fo well^ that 
the duke prometed . and put me into a condition 
to ferve with honour. After a long wa», the if- 
fiíe of which you íhall know, I attached myftlf 
to the court ; and the king upon the recommend- 
ation of the general officers," gratified me with a 
conliderable penfion. Seníible of this monarch's 
generoíity, I loft no occafion of manifeíling my 
gratitude by my aííiduity ; and was always in 
attendance jai thofe hours in which peóple are 
pemiitted to pay their refpeéls ;* by which be- 
ha viour I infenfibly aequhred the love of that 
prince, who honoured me with new favours. 

Having one day diílinguiflied myfelf at the 
riag, and a bull-fight that preceded it, the whole 
court commended my ftrength and adrefs; and 
when I> retumed home, loaded with applaufe, I 
found a billet, importing, tliat a lady, the con- 
queft of whom ought to flatter me more than all 
the honour I had that day acquired, wanted to 
converfe with me ; and that I íhould in the twi-:. 
light repair to a certain place that was defcribed. 
This fetter. gave me more pleafure thau all the 
praife I had received, and I imagined that the 
perfon who wrote it muft be a lady of the firíl 
quality. Ycái miay eaíily guefs that I flew to the 
rendezvous, where an oíd waman being in wait-, 
ing, to ferve as a guide, introduced me by a lit- 
tle gairden door into a gi^at houfe, and íhut me 
ia a ri«h clcrfet, íaying, " Stay here untíl 1 inform 
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my miftrefs of your arrival.** I p erc e i v e d a great 
many curious things in this clofet, idnch was en- 
%htened by a great number oí w^ candlcs; 
bat my fole víew ixi confíderix^ ks magnificence 
was tó c<»ifirm myfelf in tfae opinión I had al- 
ftlready conceived of t^ie lady's raxdc If all that I 
faw feemed to aíTure me &e was a perfon of tfae 
firft quality, when Ihe appeaied I was cónvinccd 
of it, by hcr noble and majeític air. Neverthe- 
lefs I wa» miftaken. 

•* SignoV caralicr, (faid íhc) after thc advances 
I have niade,NÍt would.be ñdiculous to conceal 
thé tender fentiments 1 haVe for you, wíüch how- 
ever were not infpircd by that iñerit you haré 
this day íhewn bcforc the wliole court* That 
only has haftened the difcovery : for I haré ieen 
you more than once, and enquired into yoor 
charadler, which pleafed me fo macb, that I de* 
termined to follow my inclinatioo. Don't ioia* 
gine, added íhe, that you teive made a conqueft 
of fome ducheft, 1 am no óther than a widow-<rf" 
a fimple oflicer of the king's guards : but wfaat 
makes your viAory ftill more glorious, is tbe pup* 
ference 1 givé you to one of the gieateíl lords of 
the kingdom; The l>uke of Abneyda is in love 
with me, and fpares nothing to in&ime me with 
a mutual paflion ; but hitberto he has been un* 
£iccej&ful, and I foíTer his addrefies only thro^h 
vanity.^ 

Tliough I found by her d¡£:oQríe that Ifaadi 
-to do with a coquet, I tbought í^j^íelf rcry much 
obliged to fortune for thís adventurc : Donna 
Hortenlia ^fo was the lady calied) was Itill in 
the prime of jrouth ; and i was dazxied with her 
beauty : befides, flie ofiered me the pofibffion of ■ 
a heait which would not yieM to th^ addrefles 
of a dukc. What a Uiumph was this áff ^ young. I 
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Spaniíh cavalier ! I accprdingly threw myfelf at- 
her feét, thanked her for her gotodnefs, faid all 
that a man of gallantry could utter on fuch an 
occafion, and flie had reafori to be fatisficd with 

the tranfports of iriy gratitude. We parted 

thebeft friends in the world, after having agreed 
fo fee one another every nrght on which íBcf 
IhouW be difengaged from the duke of AU 
meyda, and this íbe promifed to advertife me 
of punólually ; in which íhe díd not fall, fo that, 
iti a word, I became the Adonis of this new Ve- 
ims.' 

But the pleafures of life are - far from being - 
etemal ! Whatever meafures the lady could take 
to conceal our correfpondence from my rival, 
he did not fail to get notice of the whole of what 
it was fo much our intereft to keep from his 
knowledge. A male-content chambermaid in- 
formed him of the afFair ; and tnat lord, natural- 
lygenerous, but withal haughty, jealous, and, 
pamonaíe, was incenfed at my prefumption: 
i'age and jealoufy took pofleífion of his foul ; and 
foltowing the dislates of his fury, he refolved to 
avenge himfelf of me in an infamous manner. 
One night, while I was with Hortenfia, he wait- ; 
ed for me at the little garden-door, attended by 
all his footmen, armed^with clubs, and as foon as 
I came out, making thefe wretches feize me,' or- 
dered them ta cudgel me to' death, " Strike, 
faid he, and let the audacious villain periíh un* 
der your hands ; for fo I am refolved to puniíh 
his infolcnce." He had no fooner fpoke thefe 
words thañ his'people aflaulted me all together, 
and gav^ me fo naany blows, that I lay ftretclied 
upbn the ground without fenfe or motion. 
Aftex which they retned with their maftcr, who 
had regakd 'him&lf with this cruel cxecution; 
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and I remained as they feft me during the reft o^ 
the night. At break of day fomc people hap- 
pened to pafs, and perceiving ftDl fome life in 
me, were fo charitable as to carry me to the 
houfe of a furgeon ; luckily my wounds were. 
not mortal, and 1 fell into the hands of a íkilful 
aptift, who ñiade a perfed cure of me. in two 
months : at the end of which time 1 repaired 
again to court, and refumed my former wa^ of 
living, fave that I never went back to Hortpnfia, 
who on her part took no ftep to íee me again, be- 
caufe the duke, on tbefe terms had pardoned her. 
infidelity. 

My ad ventare being uriverfally known, and 
robody . fufpefting my courage, every one was 
afloniftied to fee me as tranquil as if I had not 
rcceived an afFront : for 1 imparted^my thoughts 
to no man breathing, and feemed to be void of 
all refentment; fo that people did not know 
what to think of my infenfibility. Some be- 
lieved that, notwithftanding my. courage, the 
, rank of my antagoniíl kept me in awe, and obU- 
ged me to digeft the injury : others, with more 
reafon, fufpe¿led my filence, and looked upon. 
the peaceful appearance I put on as a deceitful 
calm. Of this opinión was the king, who did 
not think me a perfon that would leave fuch an 
outrage unpuniíhed; but believed that I would 
jiot fail to revenge my felfas foon aa I could find a 
favourable opportunity. That he might know 
whether ornot he gueíTedmy fentiments aright, 
he called me one day into his clc^et, where he 
laid, *' Don Pómpelo, I know, the accident which, 
has happeoed to you, and am, I confefs, furpri- 
fed at your tranquillity, which muft gertginly be . 
difíimulation." " Sire; I repHed, 1 know not 
who was the aggrejTor, having been attacked in 

the* 



y VJ^.7V./V!t. 



6ÍL BLAS.' «31 

the dárk by people uiiknown ; fo that I muíl 
coníole myfelf far the misforturie as well as I 
can." " No, no, (faid the king) you muft not 
thinktodnpe me withthatevafion, whichisalldir- 
fembled : 1 have been informed of the whole af- 
fair : the duke of Altneyda has given yoii a mor- 
taF aífroiit. You are a gentleman and a Cafti- 
lian, and I know what thefe qualities oblige yoii 
to do. You have formed a refolution to avenge 
yourfttf. Communicate your fcheme to me. I 

infift upon it and don't be afraid that you 

fhall havc caufe to repent of making me your 
confident." 
** Since your majefty, arífwered I^ carpmandsr 

it, I will difcover my fentimertts. ^Yes, Sír^ 

I intend to take vengeance fpr the afFront 1 have 
fufFered. Every one who bears the ñame of a 
gentleman is accountable for it to his family,' 
You know the unworthy treatment I have re- 
ceived ; and I purpofe to aff^ffinate the duke of 
Almeyda, to revenge myfelf in a manner fuitable 
to the offence^ 'I will plunge apoignard in his 
breaft, or íhoot him through the head, and efcape 
if 1 can into Spain. This is my deligni*' " It is- 
a violent one, (faid the king) neverthelefs I can- 
not condemn it, after the cruel outrage whicb 
the duke of Almeyda has committed upon you^ 
He is worthy of the chaftifement you relerve for 
him ; but do not execute your eiiterprize in a 
hurry. Leave it to me to find out an expedient 
for bringing you to an accommodation." *' Ah, 
Sir! (críed I, very much chagrined) why did 
you oblige me to revea! my fecret ? What ex- 
pedient can— 5 — " ** if I don't find one to your 
ftitisfadion, (fdid he, interrupting me) you may 
f)ut your refolution in pradicel 1 düa*t intend 
to abufe the confidence you haverepofedin me 



#3t THE ABVENtüRES OT 

and will by no means betray youx honoor. So 
that you may make youríelf eafy on that ícore.*' 
I was greatly at a lofs to kno w in what mann^r 
the king pretended to termínate this afFair in 
an amicable manner : and this is the method he 
took. Jn a prívate con verfation with the duke 
cf Afl^^^yda, " My lord, Ikid he, you have in- 
Jured Don Pómpelo de Catiro ; and as you are 
not ignoran t of his being a man of iluiftrio\is 
bii th, and a gentleman wfaom I love on account 
of his faithful fervices, you ought to give him 
fatisfadtion.'* " I am not of an humour to 
refufe it ; (anfwered the duke) if he complaina 
of my wrath, I am ready to do him juftioe in 
the field." ** You müft give him another font of 
feparation, rephed the king, ^ Spaniíb gentle-* 
man underftands the point of bonour too well to 
light openly with a fecret aflaíSn. I can g^ve 
you no other ñame, and you cánnot e:Kpiate the 
indignity of your adion any other way than by 
prefenting your enemy with a cañe, and fubmit» 
ting to a retaliation." " O heavens ! (cried the 
duke) What, Sir ! would you have a man of my 
rank condefcend to humble hirafelf before a 
limpie cavalier, and allow himfelf to be caned ?" 
" No (replied the monarch) 1 will make JJon 
Pompeio proiTiife that he will not ftrike you. 
Only aík pardon for the violcnce you committed 

and prefent him with a cañe — r that is ^U 

l*«xpecl of you." '* And that is too,much to 
exped from me, Sir; (faid the Duke, interrupt-- 
ing him haílily) I will rather continué expoled 
to the fecret íhafts of his revenge." *' Your life ¡ 
is dear to me, (faid the king) and my delire i& j 
that ihis afFair may have no bad conlequences. 
To bring it to a conclulion the lefs difagreeable | 
for you, 1 will be the only witnefs to that fatis- 
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fedion i^bich I infift on your making to thé Spa- 
fiiard." 

The king had occafion for all his power ovcr 
the duke, to bring him to this mortífying conde- 
fcenfion. H^wever, he fucceeded ; and after- 
wards fending for me, recounted the difcoürfe he 
had with my enemy, and aíked if I would í)e fa^ 
tisfied with the reparation agrecd upon between- 
them. *• 1 anfwéred hi the affirmativíe, and gavé 
my word and honour, that far from ftrifcing thé 
•ffender, I^^rould not e\«en: accept of the cañe' 
he íhould prefeni to me/* Things being regu-r 
lated in this manner, the duke and I, one da}^. 
Went at a certaia hour to the king, who íhutdng; 
himielf up with us in the clofet, " Come (fáid he 
to the duke) acknowledge your fault, and de- 
ferve to be forgiven." üpon this^ my enemy* 
niade his apology, and prefented me with tlie 
cañe which he had in his hand. " Don Pómpeio, 
(faid the monarch to me> that inftant) take the' 
cañe, and let not my prefence hinder you frona- 
latisfying your injured honour : I acquit you of 
the promife you made, not to ílrike the duke/*' 
*• No Sir, anfwéred I, it isfufficient that he fub- 
mits tobe beaten; an injured Spaniard aíks no- 
more.*' " Well, repUed the king, fince you are 
eontcnted with that fatisfadión, you may now 
cnjoy the privilege of a regular procefs : tneafure^' 
your fwo¿ls, and determine your quarrel like 
men of honour.'* " It is what I ardently dcfire 
(cricd the duke of Alnleyda^ with precipitation)' 
and this alone is capable of confoling rae for the 
ibamefui condefceníion I ha ve made.-' , 

So faying, he went-awáy full of rage^and con^ 
fttfion, and two hours after fent to let me know 
that he waited for me in a prívate place. ThL 
ther 1 repúred) aud fbund that lord in a humour 
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to fight heartily. He was not quite fbrty, aní 
wánted nqither courage ñor líkili, Xo that thc 
Itiatch was pretty equal. " Come, Don Póm- 
pelo, faid he, let us decide our difference her^ ; 
both of US ought to be exafperated to the high* 
eft pitch ; you for the treatraent yoUihave re- 
ceived at my hands, and I, for having aíkedyour 
jpardon/' With thefe words he drew upon me 
fo fuddenly, that I had not time to make any re* 
piy ; and puíhed with great vigour ; but I had 
the good fortune to parry ^ his thrufts, and at-. 
tacked him in my turn ; whcn I found I had to 
do with an antagonift who knew how to defend as 
wel] as to áflault ; and I don't know what might 
have happeped, if he had not made a faífe ftép in 
retreating, and fallen backward. I ftopt imrae* 
diately and bid him get up — ^and he aníwered, 
•' Why do you fpare me ? I am injured by your 
pity." " 1 will not wrong my glory fo much 
(faid I^ as to take the advantage of your misfor- 
tune ; get up once more, and let üs fight it out." 
Don Ponipeio (faid *he, riüng) after this in- 
ftanceofyour generofity, honour will not perrait 
me to ufe my fword againñ yoú. What would 
the world fay of me íbould I kill you ? I íhould 
l>c looked upotn as a coward, who had taken the 
life of a perfon who had it in his power to de- 
prive me pf mine, I can, theréfore no longer 
fight againft you, and I feel the warm tranfports 
of gratitwde fucceed thofe furious emotions 
lyhich reigned within my breaft. Don Pómpelo, 
added^ he, let our mutual hatred ceafe. Let u$ 
cven go farther— ^and be friendo." ** Ah, my 
lord, cried I, I embrace the agreeable propofal 
with joy ! I vow the maftfincere friendíhip : and 
a§ thé firíl proof, promife aever to fet foot with- 
ia th^ 4ooí: gjf Dm^^ tlortenfiC^ven though (be 

- Dg ted yVJV^^^^ ífaOUld 



Olf* BLAS. t3^ 

íboulJ delire to fee me.'*^ " It is I, í^iid he; who 
muft yield that lady to you — -you have a* jufter 
title to her, íiace her inclinatión is fixed upon 
you/' No, no, (cried I, interrupting him) yon 
íove her, and the favours wtóch íhe might be* 
llow upon me would gire you pain ; I facrifice 
them, therefore, to your repofe,^ " Ah, too ge- 
nerous Caftilian! (replied the dulce^ íockrng me 
in his arms) I am charmed with yourfentiménts! 
What remorfe *do they produce within me f 
With what grief — with what íhame do I refleél 
on the oubage ycnr received ! The fatisfkélion I 
gave you in the king s clofet íeems now too íKght;. 
I will raake a better reparation for the injury, ancí 
in order to e^ace the diíhonour of it entirely, I 
ofier one of my nieces to you in marriage ; íhe 
is not a rich heirefs, yet fifteen, and ñiü more 
beautiful than young," 

I raade ipy compümcnts to the duke in fuch 
cxpreffionsof acknowledgment as the honour of 
eiitering into his alliance infpired ; and in a few 
4ays married his niece, The whole court con- 
gratulated him on his generofity to a gentleman 
"whom he had covered with ignominy ; and my 
friends rejoiced with me on the happy conclu- 
fion of an adventure which feemed to promife a 
more melancholy ifluc. Smce that time, gentlc- 
men, I Hve agreeably at Liíbon, belóved by my 
wife^ of whom I am ílili fond ; the Duke of Al-, 
meyda gives me every day day freíh proctfs of his 
friendíhip ; and I daré boaft cf being pretty well 
with tl]e king of Portugal ; the importance of 
this my journéy to Madrid, which I undertook 
by his order, bdng a fuíñcient evidence of hii 
efteepi. , 
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JBj wbat accident Gü Ñas was oNiged tofeeH a 
nrw place. 

SUCH was the ftorj that Don Pómpelo re-* 
coivnted, and which the valet of Don Alexa 
and 1 overheaFd, although they had taken the 
precaution- of fending us away befbre it was be- 
gun : but mftead of retiring, we ftopt at tbe door^ 
which we had left half open^ andfrom thence loít 
oot a word of what was üiid, After this, the no- 
blemen fet into drioking, but their debauch did 
not laft till day jv becaufe Don Pompeio, who was- 
to attend the prime minifter in the moming, wa^ 
very delirous of a little rcft, Accordingly, the 
Marqjüis of Zenata andmy mafterem^iacingthat 
cavaher, bid him adieu» and left him with hi» 
kinfmanw 

We went to bed for thk time before morn^ 
and Don Matthias, when we waked, invefted me: 
with a new employment, " Gil Blas, (faid he); 
take paper and infc. and write two or three let-^ 
ters which I will didate ; hencéforward thou art 
my fecretaiy.'* **Good(íaidI tomyfelf} ano* 
ther addition to my fundions : as a lacquey, i 
fbllow my mafter evexy where ; as a valet de 
chambre, help him to drefs ; and write under 
him as bis fecretary : Heaven be praifed ¡ 1 ad 
üke Hecate. iaa threcfbld capacity." "Thou 
doíl not know, added he, what I am about; 
which is briefly this — But be fecret— far thy life 
fliall anfwcr it. As I fometimes meet with neo- 
pie who boaft of their good fortune.in love in- 
-tógucí^ 1 am relolvcd, in oider tacxcel them all, 
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tQ haré always in my pocket feigned lettcrs from 
women, which 1 will read on fuch occafions^ 
This will aíFord me fome divertion, and, more 
happy than thofe of my fellows whoacquire con- 
quells only for the pleafure of making them pub* 
lie, I will publiíh thofe which I bave not had the 
trouble to make ; but remember to difguife thy 
hand in fuch a manner, as that the billets may 
Dotappear ta b^ written by the fame perfon." 

Upon this I took papor, pen and ink, and fat 
down to obey Don Matthias who at firll didated 
a love-letter in théíe terms : 

** YOÜ was not tcv-nigbt at the place of áffigna- 
tion, Ah, Doa Mattluasí what cao you íay to 
juftify yourfelf? How much have X beeo mifta^ 
ken, and how wefl have I bee» pumíhed for h^ 
Ting the vanity tp think that you would facrifice 
ail the amufements and bufinefs of the gay 
\^orld, to the plegare of fceing Dpnaa Clara de 
Mendoza/' 

The next biUet he made me write was in the 
ñame of a lady, who preferred him to a prince j 
and the lall from one who told him, that if íhe 
was fure of his difcretion, íhe would make a voy-- 
age with him to the ifland of Cythera. He wa» 
not fatisfied with didating thefe fine epiftles*: he 
obliged me alfo to fubfcribe them with the 
ñames of ladiea of quality. Upon which I could 
not help obferving, that 1 thought it a tickiiíh af- 
fair ; but he defired me to keep my advice to^ 
myfelf, until he íhould have ocfcafion to alk it : I . 
>vas therefore obliged to ex^cute his eommanda 
in íilence. This beingdone^ he got up, dreíTed, 
put the letters iiv his pocket, and went out ; and 
1 fQllowe4 ^^^ ^^ ^ houíe of Don Juan de 
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Moneada, who had ínvited five or fix gentlefflen 
of his friends to dinner. 

The entertaininent was fuiTipt%ious ; and 
mirth, the beft ingredíent in all banquets, reign* 
cd during' the repaft. All the guefts contributed 
to enliven the converfation; fome by raillery; 
and others by recounting exploits of wbich they 
themfelves were the héroes. My inaíler, un* 
willing to lofe fuch a fair opportunity of profiting 
bjf the letters he had niade me ^rite, read them 
aloud, with fuch an airof affurance, that (his fe- 
cretary excepted} eveiy body feemed to believe 
them genuine. — Araong the gentlemen before 
whom he was guiky of thiseffrbntery, there wa» 
ene Don Lope de Velafco, a very fedate man, 
who, inftead of rejoking Bke the reft at the fuc- 
ccfs of the reader, coldly aíked, if the conqueft of 
Donna Clara had coft him dear? — ** Almoft lefi 
than nothing, (replied Don Matthias:) íhe madé 
all the advances. Having feen me in the park, 
I happened to pleafe her ; upo^i whicb I was fol- 
lowed by her order, and as foon as íhe learned 
who I was, íhe wrote to me, appointing an aíEg- 
nation at her houíe in the night, when all the fa- 
mily íhould be a-bed. I obeyed the fummoft», 
and was introduced to her apartment. — 1 am too 
much o£ a gentleman to tell what tollowed/' 
' At this^ laconic detail the Lord of Velafca 
changed countenance, and it was not diifieult to^ 
perceive what concern he had in the ladyin 
queílion. " All thefe billets (faid he, darting a 
furious look at my mafter) are abfokitely falfe, 
and efpeciaUy that which you boart of ^iaving re- 
ceived from Donna Ciara de Mendoza^ than 
whom there is not a more chafte young lady ii> 
SpairL A gentleman, no ways your inferior ei- 
ther in birth or perfonal m^rit ^ has deae «very 

thing 
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thing in his power, during two whole years, to 
make an impreflion on her heart ; and fcarce 
has he been able to obtaín the moft innocent fa* 
vours, though he has reafonto flatter himfelf that 
if íhe was capablc of granting any other kind of 
indulgence, it would be to him alone." " Hey- 
day ! who fays any thing to the contrary ? (faid 

Don Matthias with an air of raillery) 1 agree 

with you that ílie is a lady of honour; and, for 
my part, I am a y oung fellow of honour ; confe- 
quently you ought to believe, that nothing 
whi'ch was not very honourable pafled between 

U8.'^ " Ah I this is too much, (cried Don 

Lope, ínterrupting him :) jefting a-part, you are, 
an impofter. Donna Clara never made an aflig- 
nation with you at night; and I will not fufFer 
you to blacken her reputation. — I íhall fay no' 
more at prefent." — Havirig thus exprefled him- 
felf, he looked fternly at the whole company, and 
retired in fuch a manner as to make him believe 
that this affair would have very bad confequen- 
ces. My mafter, who was brave enough for a 
lord of his charaéler, defpifing the threats pf Don 
Lope, " What a fool there is ! (cried he, buríling, 
into a fit of laughter) your knights errant pre- 
tended bnly to maintain the beauty of their mi- 
ftreflcs; but he, forfooth muft vindicate the cha- 
llity of his. Now this to me feems ftill more ex- 
travagante' 

Velaíco*s retreat, which was in vain oppofed 
by Moneada, did not at all difturb the banquet : 
the cavaliers, without taking much noticeofit, 
continued their mirth, and did not part till next 
moming at five o'clock, when my mafter and I 
went home to bed. I was overwhelmed with 
drowfinefs, and hoped to enjoy a good fleep ; but 
I reckoned without my hoft, or rather withor 
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our porter, who carne and waked me an hour af- 
ter, telling me that there was ^ young man at 
the gate who wanted to fpeak with me. " Ab! 
curfe thee for a porter, (cried I, yawning) doíl 
thou coníider that I have juft, now got to bed ? 
Tell the young man that I am' afleep, and bid 
him return at another time," " He muft fpeak 
with you inftantly, (replied he) for he aíTures me 
that the affair will admit of no delay/' At thefe 
words I got up, and putting on my breechés and 
doublet onl/, went to the door,' curfing all the 

way. ** Friend, (faid I to the young man who 

waited for me) let me know, if you pleafe, what 
preffing affair procures me the honour of feeing 
you fo early in the morning?** " I have (anfwer- 
ed he) a letter for Don Matthias, to be dehvered 
into bis own hand. He muft read it immediate- 
ly ; for it ;s of the utmoft confequence to him : 
I beg you will therefore íhew me into bis cham- ' 
ber/* Tbinking it treated of fome very impor- 
tan t affair, I took the libeity of wakin^ my ma- 
fter : " I aík pardon (faid I to him) for inter- 
■ rupting your-xepofe ; but the importance— -** 
*• What wouldft thou have ?" (criéd he haftily :) 
Uponwhichthe young man, who accompanied 
me, faid, " My lord, I have a letter for you frora 
Don Lope de Velaíco." Don Matthias took, o- 
pened, and having read it, faid to Don Lope's 
valer, " Hark*ee,'child, I would Hot get iip be- 
fore noon to make one in the beft party of plea- 
fure that ever was propofed; judge then, if I 
íhall rife at fix o'clock in the morqing to fight — 
Thou may'ft tell thy maílqr, if he will be in the 
fame place half an hour after twelve, I will meet 
him there." So faying, he funk down in his 
bed, and fell afleep again with great expedition. 
Between eleven and twelve he got up, and 

D#e yv3v.^;¿ dreffing 
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dreffing with ^reat compofure» went out, telling 
me he would difpenfe witti mjr attendance; but 
I was too curious to know thef confequence tx) o- 
bey him in this» and therefore walked at fome di- 
ftance behind'him to St Jerome's meado w, where 
I perceived Don Lope de Velafco waiting for hira 
in a refolute manner. The better to obferve 
thein, I concealed myfelf, and from afar could 
íee them raeet, and b^gin to fight a momeat af- 
ter. The combat was long, each in his tura ha- 
ving pníhed his antagonift with great vigour and 
Hddrcfs: but viélory declared for Don Lope, who 
nin my mafter through tbe body, and kaving 
him ftretched upon the ground, made oíF, ver/ 
well fatisfied with the vengcance he had taken. 
I ran up to the unfortunate Don Matthias, wliom 
I found without fenfe, and almoíl wtthout Ufe^ 
I was melted at the fight, and could not help 
fliedding tears at a death, of which .1 had beeu 
an involuntary inftrument. Notwithftanding 
my grief, however, I did not forget my own lit- 
tle concerns ; but rcturned hom^ with all haíle„ 
wJier€ (without fpeaking a fy Hable of the riíatter) 
I made up a bundle of my clothes, among \yhic¿ 
I threw, by millake, fome of my mafter^s move- 
ables ; and when I had carried it to the barb^r's 
boufe, where 1 had left Bay intiiguing fuit, pub- 
liíhed through the whole city the fatal accídent 
of which I was witnefs : 1 íoid it to every body^ 
who gaye me the heaiing, and, in particular, 
took caro to inform Rodríguez of what had hap- 
penéd. . He feemed lefs atüided with the ncws, 
^than bufied about the meafurcs he was to take 
en thÍ8 occafíon^ Having aflembled the fcr- 
vants^ be oidered them to foilow him; and re* 
pairingina body to St Jerome's Jiaeadow, we 
took up our n:uUter, who, tiiough he iYú\ breath 
Voi. L , Y 
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ed, dieJ in three hours after hé was carried to his 
own houfe. Thus pcriíhed Don Matthias de 
Silva, for haviag taken it into his head to read 
forged lave-lettcrs at an unfeafonable time. 



CHAP. IX, 



Oftbe per fon in wbofe Jtrvice he engaged qftjsr tbe 
d:fütb ofDon Matthias de Silva. 

AFE W days after the funeral of Don Mat- 
thias, all his fervants being paid and difmif- 
Aíd,*I fixcdmy abode in thehouíe ofthe littlebar- 
ber with whoni I began to live in ftriñ friend- 
ilirp ; and theré I promifed myfelf more plea- 
fure than with , Melendez. As I did not want 
ínoney, I was in no hurry to inquire about a new 
place r^befides, I was become nice on that point, 
and refolved to ferve flóne but the quality for the 
futriré ; for which reafon I intended to examine 
narrowjy into whatever poft íhould occur, be- 
líeving that there was none too good for me ; lo 
much did I then think the valet of a yoimg no- 
bleman preferable to all others. 
' In the mean time, until fortune íhould prefent 
fiích a family as I thought I deferved, I ima^ned 
ñothing could be more agreeable than to confe- 
crate my^leifure to my handfome Laura, whom 
I had not feen fince that night when we were 
both fo pleafantly undeceived. 1 durft not drefs 
in ihe fiiit of Don Gaeiar de Ribera, which, (un- 
lefs I had afllimed it For a difguife) would have 
made me pafs for a downríght madman : but my 
own was'ftill very decent, and being very well e- 
¿juipped ín ftockings, ílioes, and hat, I adjufted 
myiek'v/ith the barber's alfiílance, ini a middle 

way 
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-way beíween Don Ca^far and Gil Blas, and in 
this condition repaired to Arfenia's houfe ; vvhere, 
finding Laura alone, in the fame parlour wherel 
bad leen her before, íh€í no fooner perceived ine 
than íhe cried, " Ha ! are you there ? I thoiT2;lit 
I had loft you. — Seven or eight days are palfed 
lince I gavc you the permiílion of viíiting me : I 
fee you don't abufe the liberties in vvhich the li- 
dies indulge you.'* . • 

I excufed myfelf on account of my maíler^s 
-death, and the bufinefs in which Ihad been en- 
gaged ; and added, in a very polite manner, tbat, 
cven in the midft of all my cares, the fair Laura 

had ílill kept poíTeffion of my heart,- " Weü, 

thcñ, (faid íhe) I will reproach you, na more»; 
but own that I have alfo thougbt of you ; and 4^s 
foon as I heard of the misfortune of Don Matthi- 
as, fbrmed a projeél which perbaps will not diC- 

pleafcyou. Some time agol heard jny.ibt- 

ñrels fay, that íhe wanicd to ,havé a kiad ^t' 
fteward in the houfe ; a young man who íboulil 
underftand oeconomy, and keep an exa¡¿t aa- 
count of the money diíburfed for houfe- kceping. 
I have caft my eyes on y our iordíhip, and believje 
you would not be an imprpper perfon for tl^vt 
employment;," ** I perceive (anfwered 1) tbat I 
Ihould acquit myfelf in it to a wonder; for J 
have read Ariftotie's CEconomies; and as tp 
keeping accounts, it is my chief excelleace. But, 
child, (added 1) there is one objection to my en- 

gaging in Arlenia's fervice." '^ VVhat may 

that be ?" Ikid Laura ; ^' I have fwora (í replied) 
never to ferve a plebeian ; nay, I liave fworn by 
Styxj and if Júpiter himfelf durft not viólate 
that oath, judge ifa vaiet ought to regard it." 

" Whom doft thou cali plebeians ? (faid the 

chamber-maid, with an air of difdain) Dcft thQ:u 
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rank adlreíles with thc wives of counfellors and 
attomies? Know, fricnd, that tfae ladies of thc 
ftage are not only noble but arch-noble, by the 
allianccs they contraA with man of qiiality.'* 

♦* If that be the cafe, my princefs, (faid I) I 
may accept of the place for which you deftined 
me, whhout derogating frcm the digtiity of my 
refoluticn." ** Certainly , (íhe replied) to pafe 
from the family of a beau into thc fervicc of a 
theutrical heroine, is ftill to maintain the fame 
fphere of life ; for wc rank m all refpeéls with the 
qualiry; we keep equipages like them ; we live 
as well; and, at bottom, ought to hold the fame 
€flccm in civil life." — " Really, added íhe, if wc 
confider a marquis and a player, through the 
courfe of a day, we íhall fíndthem upon a pretty 
-cqual footing; for, granting that the marquis 
^toring: three parts of the day, is, by virtue of Us 
blood, fuperior tothc player; the a£k(»r, during 
the remaming part, is radfed ftill more above the 
marquis by tbe cue oi an emperor or king whom 
he reprefents. 1 his, in my opinión, inveñs os 
^ith fuch nobility and grandeuras at leaít equak 
iss to thc pcople at court.-' " O! truly (I repli- 
ca) you are, without contradidion, pn a levcl 
with the courtiers, What the duce! playcrs, I 
find, are not fuch fcunis as I imaginedi and you 
fire me with inclination to ferve fuch honourable 
people." •' Well then, faid íhe, come back again 
in two days : I aik no more to difpofe my m¡- 
ílrcfs for thy reception. I will fpeak to her in 
thy behalf ; and as I have fome intereft with her, 
1 am perfuaded that thou wih be admitted in€o 
her fervice." 

I thanked Laura for her friendíliip, and afilia 
red her that I was penetrated with gratitudc, 
which I exprefled withjuch tranfports as left her 
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no jrootn to doubt my íincerity. We ñiaintáined. 
a pretty long converfation together, and it wouid 
have laíled longer, had not a little page come to. 
tell my princefs that Arfenia wanted bcr; upou 
which we parted. I quitted the houle of this 
aélrefs, in the fweet hópe of living in it at my eafe 
in a very íliort time ; and did uot fail to retum 
at the time appointed. " I was juft expeding 
thee, faid Laura, in order to afliire thee, that thcu 
art now one of the houTehold : come, foilow me, 
aínd I will prefent thee to my miílrefs." So fay^r 
icg, íhe carried me into an apartment, compofe^ 
of five or fix rooms of a floor, eachr more richly 
furniíhed than the other. 

Heavens ! what luxury and- magnificence I L 
believed myfeif in the paíaceof a vice-quei^i ; pr 
rather thought I faw ali the riches in the worUÍ 
anVafled tcgether in one place: for there was va- 
riety of things produced ¡n differcnt natíons ; and 
one might tcrm this apartment the temple of foa.e 
^oddefs, to whom evcry traveller preferitedan of- 

fenng of the rariíies of his country. 1 perceU 

ved the divinity feated on a large fattin coucix 
. cljarming to the eye, and llcek with the fleams of 
facrifice: íhe was in a genteel diíhabille, andher 
fair hands were bufy in preparing a new hcad-^ 
drefs, in which llie was to perform thai: night. 
** Madam, faid her maid, here is the houfe-keep- 
er I mentioned,— I can aíTure yóu, that you will^ 
not find one more fit for your pm^pofe." — Arfenia 
looked at me very attentively, and X had the 
g«od fortune to pleafe her. " Aha 1 Laura, cried 
ílie, there's,a pretty young fellov/, I forefec that I . 
fhaíl be very well fatisíied with him." Then ad- 
dr^fling herfelf to me, í' Child, faid ttiQ^ 1 like 
your appcarance, and ar^ at a word : if you ferve ^ 
njLC well,.you.íhall have no caule to (?om¡)lain.'* . 
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I anfwered, that my Timbóle ftudy and endcarouí 
íhould be to pleafe ber : and fccing that wc wcre 
agrecd, wcnt to fetch-noiy clothes, aud wa&inftal- 
kd in iny new office. 



C H A R X. 

Whkh is asjhort as the foregoing. 

1T bcing now near play-time, my miftreís bid 
Laura and me follow her to the tbeatre. We 
went accordingly to her tyring- room, where íhe 
put oíF her ordinary drefs, and took another more 
magnificcnt for her appearance on the ftage. 
The curtain being drawn, Laura conduéted and 
fet down by me in a place, where we could both 
fee and hear the a¿tors perfeélly well. I was dif- 
gufted at the greateft part of them, doubtlefe be- 
caufe Don Pompeio had prejudiced me againft 
them. Several, however, were "v^xy miich ap- 
phuded, and, among thefe, even fome who put 
^ me in mind of the fable of the pig. 

Laura told me the ñames of alt the adors and - 
aétreíles as^ they prefented themfelves ; and, not 
contented with tbis, the fatyrical baggage defcri- 
bed thcir charañers nicely» as they appeared. 
♦* This here (faid Ibe^ is a noodle. — ^Tbat fellow 
is a brute : and that minx whora yow fee with an 
air more lewd than engagkig, is ealled Rofarda : 
a very bad acquifition for the compaftyí íhe 
Ibould be enroíled in the troop that is raifing by 
order of the viceroy of New Spain» to be tran- 
fported forthwith into America. Obíerve that 
luminous conftellatíon advancing : that fair fet- 
UM fun, known by the ñame rf Caftilda : if Íhe 
hod ea^a£M $i flooe firom eacb ef ber kvers, as » 
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prmceis of Egypt is faid to have done heretofore, 
ihe coidd have raifed a pyramid which would 
havc touchfói the third heaven," In íhort, Lau- 
ra gave no quarter : her malicious tongue did not 
cven fparc her own miftrefs. 

Neverthelefs, I will confcfs my Weaknefs ; I 
was charmed with my chamber-maid; though her 
charader was not morally good. She fatyriztd 
ÍD agrceably, that I was even in love with h^r 
malice. Between the ads íhe got up, to go and 
fee if Arfenia wantcd her ; hut inftead of return- 
ing immediately to her place> íhe amufed herltlf 
bchind the fcenes, in liílening to the foít tliings 
that were faid by the menwhoftattered her. Ifoi- 
lowed her, foronce, to obferve,and percí;iveJthat 
íhehad agreatmanyacquaintancés: having reck* 
oned no leís than three adora, who^ one after ano- 
ther, ftopt to fpeak with her, and feemed to tíeaí 
her with great famtliarity. This was not at all a- 
greeable to me, wha feeling, for the firíl tiiBC, 
whsLL it was to be jealous, retumed to my feat C) 
penfivc and meknchoiy, that Laura obferved it 
as foon as uve carne back. -* What is the mat- 
•ter with the<^, Gil Blas? (fliid fhe, with furprife) 
What gloomy daemon has taken pojBfeffion of thee 
lince I wentaway? Tbou feemeft faá and de- 
jcded." ** I have too nnich reafon to be fo^ my 
piinceís, (anfwcred I^ yon have a littte too much 
vivacityin your behaviour: I have obferved yon 
with the aéiors.'*" *' A pkaÉMit caufe of melan- 
cboly, indeed ! íaid íhe, feoghing. How ! does 
that give thee any uneaSoefeí Truty thoa art a 
mere novice: but thou wflt fee a great many 
ather ftraDige thii^& ^mot^ us, aüd muíl accu^ 
ftom thyfetf to our eafy wa^^ oflife.-^Harbour no^ 
jeatoufy child, íbr that, among cmnedfQn6,.isloQk*. 
ed upon a» ridictfloi^s^ tlbeipefiwe we íové noae a£l 
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it. Fathers, huíbands, brothers, úneles, and cou- 
llns, with US are the moft compIaiCint perfons on 
earth, and generall/ make fettlements fot their 
own family." 

Aftcr having exhorted me to take umbrage at 
nothing, but look upon every thing whh compo- 
fure, /lie declared that I was the happy mortal 
who had found the way to her heart ; and aflli- 
red me, that her love íhould al>\'ays reíl on me 
alone. On this aflurance, which however I 
might have diftrufted, without the imputation of 
being too fufpicious, I promifed never more to be 
alarmed, and kept my word ; for that very even- 
ing f fiivv her in clofe converíation, and heard her 
laugh heartily with fereral diíFerent men. , When- 
the play was over, we went home with our mi- 
ftief>, where Florimonda foon after arrived, with 
ihre^ oíd noblemen and an ador, to fupper. Be- 
f d s Laura and me, there were of fervants in the 
1 ou!b, a cookmaid, a coachman,^ and a page, who 
rll joined in preparing for fupper. The cook, 
who was no lefs dextcrous than Dame Jacinta, 
was affifted by the coachman in dreiling the 
viftuals ; while the chambermaid and page laid 
the clotb, and I fumiíhed the beaufet with the 
fineíl píate, and feveral cups of gold, which were 
offered to the goddefs of the temple. I ílored it 
likewife with bottles of the choiceít wines, fer- 
ving in my own perfon as cup-bearer, to íhew 
my miftrefs that I could turn my hand to every 
thing. .The deportment of the aélreíTes, during 
the repaft, fiUed me with admiration : they aíTu- 
med airs of importance, and imagined themfelves 
women of the firft rank, Far from addreffing 
the noblemen wilh the title. of your excellence, 
they did not evcn give ihem th^t qf your lord- 
Üiipj hijA ctíled thcm.JipiplyTíy^.t^hw ñames: 

true, 
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tme, indeed, thefe vcry nobtemen hná ípoútd 
and made them fo vain by fuffering them to be 
fo familiar. As for the ador» he, üke a player, 
trfed to pcrfbrm the bero, treaíed them without 
ccremony, drank to theír hcalth, and maintained, 
a« onc xnay fay, the upper end of the table. 
*• Upon my foíd, faid I to myfelf, when Lauca 
demonllrated the quahty of the marqiiis and 
player in the day-timc, íhe might have added, 
that tbcy are ftiil morefoin the nigbt, fincc they 
f|^nd it thus in drinking together.-' 

Arfenia and Flortnfeonda being naturally waa- 
ten, a thoufand bardy exprel&xQs efcaped theio^ 
mingled with fmall éivours and toyings, which 
were exquifitely reliíhed by thefe oíd iinnera. 
While my miilrefe amufed the one with a little 
innocent ribaldry, her friendo fitting between the 
^ther two» did not a¿t the Su&ium with them» 
While I was confíderíng thh pi¿ture^ wbich had 
but too many charms for áyoung fellow like mo^ 
the defert was b'roug^t in : upi» which I fet wine 
and gkfles on the table, and went to fupper with 
Laura, who waíted for mcu ^ Well, Gil Blaa^ 
(iáid Áe) what ia thy opínton of thofe noblemen 
thou haft fecn?" Thcy are, doubtlefs, (anfwered 
I) adorers of Arfenia and Floriraonda/' ** No 
(&id íhe) thcy are oíd Ictchers, who vifit coqu:ts 
without attaching themíélves to them, and aík 
(HÜy fmall compliances, paying generoufly for 
triÉng favours tíiey rcceive. Thank heaven! 
Florimonda ánd my miílref$ are at prefent with- 
out lovers ; I mean fuch lovers as aíTame tiii 
huíband, and want to engrofs all the pleafures of 
the hoiife, becaufe they fupport the expence of 
it. As for my own part, I am very glad it is Xo ; 
and maintain, that a coquet of fenfc ougbt to fty 
thefe íbrts of engagcments. Why íhould ib* 
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givc up her liberty to a mafter? 'Tis better to ac- 
quire an cquipage penny by penny, than have 
onc at íuch a price." 

When Laura was in a fpeaking humour, which 
was almoft always the cafe, words coft her no- 

^thing. Heaven ! what a volubility of tongue 

was íhe miftrefs of ! Sbe told mé a thoufand ad- 
ventures which had happened to the adreíTes of 
the princeps company ; and I concluded from her 
difcourfe, f hat I could not be in a better fituation, 
to become perfedly acquainted with vice. I was 
unhappily of an age when this does not créate 
much horror; and befides, the chambermaid 
painted thefe irregularities fo artfully, that I be- 
held only the delicious fide of them. She had 
not time to relate the tcnth part of the exploits 
of the a<arefles; for íhe had fpoke but three 
honrs, when the noblcmfen and player withdréw 
with Flonmonda, whom they conduéled tohet 
own houfe. . 

After they were gone, my miftrefs giving nié 
money, faid, *' Therc, Gil Blas, are ten pinoles 
to go to market tb-raorrow moming: five or fix 
of our gcntlemen and iadies are to dine with me, 
fo that you muft take care, and have every thing 

in plenty/' Madam, (;mfwered 1) with this 

fum rU engage to entertain the whole troop," — 
Friend (repiied Arfenia) be ib good as to corre<ft 
y our expreíEons: you muft not cali them tJie 
trcop, but the company. We íay a troop of 
thieves, a troop of beggars, and a troop of authors; 
but learn to fay a cpmpany of comediaris. The 
ccrps of adors in Madrid, efpecially, deferve to 
' be called a company." I aíked pardon for ha- 
vinj uíed fuch a difrefpeélful term, and moft 
humbly begged íhe would excufe my ignorance ; 
protefting that, for the future, wheníbever i 

íhould 
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íhoiüd mention the gcntlemcn aélors of Madrid 
in a colledive manner, I would always cali them. 
the company. 



CHAP. XI. 



H6w the players Hved togeiber ; and tbeir treaU 
ment of autbors. 

IWENT to market next moming, in order to 
begin my office of butler ; and as it was a mea- 
gre day, bought, by order of my miftrefs, fome 
good fat puUets, rabbits, partridg'es, and other 
wild fowl ; for as the gentlemén players were not 
altogether fatisfied with the behaviour of the 
church towaids them, they did not think pro- 
per to adhere fcrupuloufly to its comniandments. 
I brought home more viéluals than would have 
fufficed twelve honeft gentlemén, during three 
days in camival-time ; fo that the cook had work 
enough for the whole moming. While íhe pre- 
pared the dinner, Arfenia got up and remained 
at her toilet till noon, when Signors Rofimiro and^ 
Ricardo (two adtors) arrived: Conílantia and 
Celinaura (two- adrefles) carne foon after : and 
at laft Florimonda appeared, accompanied by a 
man who had all the appearance of a fíniíhed 
coxcomb. His hair was tied behind in a very 
foppiíh manner, his hat adomed with a plume of 
green feathers, his breeches fmooth and ftraight, 
and his.íhirt, which was very fine, was bordered 
with an handfome lace, difplayed at the flaíhes 
of his doublet. His gloves and handkerchief were 
contamed witbin the hilt óf his fword, and h;* 
wore his cloak with a grace altogether peculiar. 
Though be had a good mein, anJ was very 
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wcll made, I no fooner faw him than rcmarkin^ 
in hiña {bmethingiingutar) Ifeid te rayfelf, ** This 
gcntleraan snuft certainly be an origmaL" I vías 
not miílakeír; for he was a man of a very extra- 
ordinary charader. As foon as he entered Arfe* 
nia's apartment, he ran with open arms, and em- 
braced the a6hrefles and adors, one after another, 
váth geftures fí'iü more extravagant ÚOíb thofe of 
the beaux. My opinión was not changed when 
I heard him fpeák ; for he made afFe<9:ed paufes, 
and pronounped his words with great em|>bafis, 
accomodatmg hi$ looks and gcftures to the íiib* 
jcflt. Having aíked Laura who that gentíemaii 
was^ " 1 don*t woader (faid íhe) at thy curiofity : 
it is impoffible tofee and hear Signe» Caílos de la 
Ventoleria, cvcn for once, witbout feeling the 
fame emotioo. I will defcribe him to the life. 
Ijn the firft place^ he has been a player ; but quit- 
ted the ftage throu^ \yhim, and now repent» in 
earacft. Hi$ bteck hair, which theu feeft,. is áy* 
ed, as weU as his eyebrows and whiikers ; iR>r he 
is oMer than Saturn : bnt as his parents when he 
\raa bom, negleétcd ta bave liis ñame inferted in 
the pariíh regífter, he takes the advantage o£ 
their ©nníEoD., and calis himfclf younger than he 
i$ by twcnty good yeays at leaft. He is, more- 
over^ the mcifl. felf-conceited man in Spain, though 
be fpent the firft fixty years of his liíe in the 
grofieíl ignorante; but in wder to becoijae leam- 
ed, be etnployed a preceptor^ who has taught him. 
to fpell in Latín aftd Greck. Befides, he ha^ got 
an infinite number of goodllories by hcart>^iich 
he has repeated, and vouched ib often, that at 
length, he aclually believes tbem to be trae. 
Thefe he brings mto converfation, and «le may 
f^y, thatJiis wit íliines at the expence of hís me-r 
mory. He has the charaéler c£ being a great ac- 

tor, 
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faults, think his pronunciation too much añeñed, 
and his voice fo quavering, that it gives an antic 
and ridiculous air to his declatnation." 

Such was the piélure that my fweet-heart 
drew of this honorary ílage-player, who was 
really in his deportment the moft haughty mor- 
tal I had ever feen. He played the orator, too, 
and did not fail to produce from his budget two 
or three ftories which he uttered with a ftudied 
air of folemnity, On the other hand, the aélreC- 
fes and adors, who did not come here to hold 
their tongues, were not filent but began to talk 
of their abfent comrades not in^a very charitíi- 
ble manner indeed : but, this muft be pardoned 
in players as well as in authors. The converfa- 
tion, threfore, kindhng againft their neighbours, 
•* You cannot gucfs, ladies (faid Rofimiro) a new 
piece of fineíTe of our dear confedérate Cefarino* 
He chis morning purchafed filk ftockings, ribbons 
and lace, which he ordered a page to bring to the 
rehearfal, as if fent by a certain countefs." 
** Such a piece pf knavery I (faid Signior-de Ven- 
toleria, with a filly, vain fimper) there was no 
fuch- deceit in my time : we never dreamt of 
compoíing fuch ftories : the ladies of quahty, in- 
deed, fpared us the inventiori, by making íhe 
purchafe themfelves : it was their fancy/' 
** Zooks ! (faid Ricardo) they have that fancy 
ftill ; and was I permitted to explain myfelf — 
but one muft be filent on thefe fort of adven- 
tures, efpecially when perfons of a certain rank 
are concerned." 

" Gentkman, (faid Florimonda, interrupting 
him) trucc with your intrigues, if you pleaíe, 
they are vcry well known to all the world, and 
let US talk pf Imenia. They fay that nobleman, 
who has fpcnt fo much inoney upon her, has left 
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her at laft," ** Yes, truly, (cried Conftantia) and 
ril tell you more ; Ihe has loft a little citízent 
whom Ihe certainly ^yould have roined. I know 
the Foundation of the whole affair : her Mercury 
committed a terrible blunder, by carrying to the 
nobleman a letter ihe had wrote to the citizen» 
and giving this laft the billet intended for the 
lord." Thefe are great lofles my dear, (repüed 
Florimonda)*' " O ! as for the nobleman, (faid 
Conftantia) there is no great matter ; he had fpent 
almoft his whole eftate : but the citizen had juft 
hegan his career, and had never pafled through 
good hands; which was a thoufand pities." 

In this manner they difcourfed before dinner, 
and their converfation tumed on the fame fub- 
jeds while they were at table. But as 1 íhould 
never have done, if I undertook to repeat all the 
cxpreffions fuU of malice and folly which I heard, 
I hope the reader will excufe me for iupprefling 
them, in order to dcfcribe the reception of a poor 
devil of an author, who carne in to\yards the end 
of the repaft, 

Our page carne, and faid aloud to his miftrcfs, 
" Madam, a man in marvellous foul linen, bedag- 
gled all over, and who, fo pleafe you, looks veiy 
much like a poet, wants to fpeak with jou.^ 
** Shew him up, (anfwercd Arfenia ;) don't ftir, 
gentlemen, *ti8 an aujthor/' Sure enough it was 
one whole tragedy had been received, and who 
brought a part for my miftrefs. He was called 
Pedro de Moya, and, as he entered, made five or 
íix prófound bows to the company, who neither 
got up ñor retumed his compliment. Arfenia 
only anfwered his profufion of civility by a flight 
inclination of head. He advanced into the room 
trembling and confufed, and let his gloves and 
ck^ak fall, whj;ch having taken up he approached 
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my míftrefs, and prefented to her a paper, with 
more refpeíl than that of a counfellor, w hen he 
delivers a petition to a judge ; fa/ing, *' Be fo 
good, Madam, as to accept of this part, whlch I 
take the liberty to oñer/' Sbe received it in a 
cold and difdainful manner, without even deign- 
ing to anfwer his complimeñt. 

This however, did rlot difcourage our author, 
who making ufe of the opportunity to diftribate 
the difFerent parts pf his play, gave one to Roíi- 
miro, and añother to Florimonda, who did not 
treat him a whit more courteoufly than Arfeniai 
had done. On the contrary, the player, natural- 
ly very obliging, as théfe gentlem'én commonly 
are, infulted him with the moft cutting raillery, 
which Pedro de Moya felt, but durft not retort, 
kft his piece lliould futFer for his ímprudence. 
He retirt* d therefore A^ithout fpeaking, but fen- 
fibly touched, as I perceived, with his reception j 
and I believe that, in the bittcrnefs of his refent- 
ment, he did not fail to curfe within himíelf the 
players, as they deferved; aríd tbey, when he 
was gone, began to fpeak of autbors with great 
i^ped. ** SigTior Pedro de Moya (fdid !• iori- 
iDonda} did not feem to go away weíl íatisfied." 

Plliaw, Madam, (cried Roümiro) don t diílurb 
yourfeif about that: authors á.e not worth no- 
tice; if we íbould treat them on an equal fooi* 
ing, it wüuld fpoil them. I know theie íorry gen- 
tremen; they would foon forget theinfelves. Let 
US therefore ufe them hke ílaves; and we nted 
not fear that we íhall tire théir patience ; for 
though their dilpleafure may detach them íroiu 
usfometimes, the fury of wruing wiJ biing theru 
back, and they will tliink themíeives very hap- 
py, provided we deign to ad their performances/' 
** You ure in the right, (láid A'iicn;á) \\t only 
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lofe thofe authors wbofe fortunes we have madey 
for as foon as we have procured a good fettle-^ ^ 
nient for them, idlenefs takes poíleffion of them/ 
and they work no more. Luckily the company 
ílon't break their hearts, and the public is no lofer 
by their flotb." -^ 

Thefe fine obfervations were much applauded, 
and it was determined, that authors, notvvithfland- 
ing the ill treatment they receive, owed their ali 
to the players, who thereforc claimed the fuperi- 
ority over them, and certes they could not deípife 
them more. 



CHAP. XIL 



'h 



Gil Blas acquires tbe tbeatrkal tafte^ abandons 
himfelf to tbe pleafures of a comk Ufe, wüb 
wbicb, however, be is difgufted in a little time. 

THE company remained at table until tte 
hour arrived of going ta the thcatre, whi- 
ther they rcpaired in a body. 1 followed and 
once more faw thé play, which gave: me fuch pleai 
fure, that I rcfolved to take the fame opportuni* 
ty evcry day. In this 1 did not fail, and inícnfi- 
bly became reconciled to the aélors j fuch is the 
forcé of cuftom : I was particularly charmed 
with thofe who ranted and diftorted themfeives 
•m jll upon the- ftage, and was not at all finguiar 
hi this way of thinking. 

The beauty of the performance touched me 
no lefs than the manner of repreíéntation : I was 
g.iite ftanfported with fome of them; and among 
t.ie leít, was prodigiouíly fond of thofe where aU 
t.ie cárdinals or tlie tweive peers of France ap- , 
peared. Iremember that in two days 1 gotby 
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beatt a whole comedy, entitled, The Queen o£ 
Flowers. The Rofe, who was queen, had th© 
Violí^t^ for a confidante, and the Jeffamíne fpr 
her uflier. I thought nothing could be more 
ingenuous than thefe works, which I imagined 
did a great deal of honour to the tafte of our na-? 
tion. 

1 not only adorned my memory with the 
brighteft paflages from thefe dramatic niafter- 
pieces ; I fet about bringing my talle to perfec- 
tion ; which to accompUíh, 1. Hftened with a 
reedy attention to all that the players faid, If 

ey praifed any performance, I efteemed it^ aivá 
w^atfoever met with their difapprobation, ^as 
immediately defpifed by me. 1 thought they 
wcre as íkilful in plays as jewellers are in dia- 
monds. Neverthelefs, Pedro de Moya's tragedy 
had great füccefs, although they had prognofti* 
cated its damnation. But even this could not 
make me fufpeíl their judgment; and I chofe ra^ 
ther to l?elicve that the public wanted common 
Üenfe, than todoubt of the company's infallabiüty* 
1 was aflured, however, from all quarters, that 
tbofe new pieces oí which the players had no 
good opinión, were ufually very much applaud* 
cd y and that, on the contrary, thofe which thej 
received with approbation, were commonly hif> 
fcd by the audience. I was told that it was a 
maxim withthem to judge erroneoufly of the 
works that were prefented to them ; and was in» 
foi med of a thouiand inftances where the fuccefs 
belied their determination ; but all thefe proofs 
were fcarce íufficient to diíabufe my undeiíland- 
ing. 

I íhall i^ever forget w^hat happened one day in 
the firft repreíéntation of a ntw comedy which 
tht pluy exs had pronounced cold and tediou^ 

and 
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and aAually thought unpaflable. In thefe fen- 
timents they perfonned the firft a¿l, that iiiet 
with great applaufe, which qiiite aftoniíhed 
them. The fecond ad wrs played, andftill bet- 
Icr received than the firft: upon which the 
aélors werc confounded. ** How the devil! 
(faid Rofimira) is it poffible that this coraedy 
would take?" At laft they aéted the third, 
which gave more pleafure than the two former. 
• 1 can't comprehend thisl (faid Ricardo) we 

hnagined that this piece would not pleafe • 

yct evcry body is charmed with it !" •' Gentle. 
mcn, (faid one of them very plainly) the reafon 
ís, becaufe there are a tbouíand ftrakes o£ wk-hi 
tíic performance which we have not obferved." 

I no longer, thercfore, looked upon the player» 
as excellent judges, butbecamea juft appraifer of 
their merit : and indeed, they juilified to a tiíj^e, 
ali the ridicule they met with from the worW: 
fbr iomeof the adoisand aéírefles were giddy 
with applaufe: and confídering themfelves a^ 
objc^s of admiration, thought they bettowed a 
fevour on the pubbc when they deigned to play. 

I wa6 íhocked at their faults, but unhappiíy 
too well pleafed with their way of life j fo that I 
plunged into debauchery, How could it be 
otherwife ? Their converfation was pernicious to 
youth, and all I faw contributed to corrupt my 
moráis : had 1 becn ignorant of what pafled at the 
houfes of Cafilda, Conllantia, and the other play- 
crs, that of Aríenia alone was but too capableof 
undoing nie ; for befides the oíd noblemen I 
mentioned, there carne hitlier beaux, young 
heirs whom ufurers enabled to fpend money, and 
fometímes, alio, farmers of the revenue were ad- 
mitted, who far from being gratified, for their 
préfence, as they aie in tueír awa aflernbhes, 

-weíc 
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wero oWiged to pay through thc nofe for their le- 
ceptioa. 

Florimonda, who lived hard by, dined and fup* 
ped every day with my miftrefs : and people 
werc furprifed at the friendíhip that feemed to 
imite them. It aíForded matter of aftoniíhment 
to fee coquets Uve together in fuch good intel- 
ligence and every body imagined that, foon or 
late, they would quarrel about fome galiant. 
But the world was very much miftakeñ in thefe 
perfeél fricnds, who were joined by the moft folid 
affeélion. Inllead of being jealous of one ano- 
ther, liice other women, they Hved in common ; 
and choíe rather to íhare the fpoils, than fóoliíh* 
ly difpute about the inclinations of the men. 

. Laura, by the example of thefe illuftrious aflb- 
ciates, made the beft of her youth too : and it 
was not without reafon íhe had told me that I 
fhould fee ftrange things : however, I affeded to 
be quite eaíy ; becaufe I had promifed to adopt 
the unconcem of a player on fuch occafions : 
and thus I diíTembled for fome days, contenting 
jnyfelf with aíking the ñames of the men with 
whom I found her particularly engaged. She 
always anfwered, that it was an únele or coufin. 
Heavens, what a crowd of relations íhe had! 
Sure, her family was was more numeróos than 
that of king Priam : and the jade did not even 
confine her&lf to her úneles and couüns; but 
alfo weat abroad frequently, in order to allurc 
ftrangers, by ading the widow of quality at the 
houfe of the oíd woman whom I mentioned be* 
fore. In íhort, Laura, (to give the reader a juft 
and précife idea of her) was as young, as hand* 
fome, andas much a coquet as her mittrefs.who had 
no othér advantage over her than that of diverting 
the town ia pubüc. I was borne down by the 
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torrcnt forthree weeks, during whicñ I gavc my- 
felí* up to all manner of debauchery ; buf , at thc 
íame time, I muft obferve, in the midft of my 
pleafures I was frequently feized with fentiments 
of remorfe, that proceeded from my education, 
and embittered aÜ my enjoyments. Vice could 
not get the better of thefe wainings, whkh aug- 
mented in proportion as I became more de- 
bauched, and by the efFeél of a happy difpofition^ 
1 began to abhor the diforders of a theatrical . 
life* " Ah, wTetch ! (faid I to myfelf) is it thus 
tbou fulfiUeft the expedation of thy family ? Was 
it not enough to cheat it by chuíing anotherem- . 
ployment than that of a tutor? Does thy fervile 
condition hinder thee from living like an honeft 
man ? or does it bccome thee to live among fuch 
íinners? fome of whom are poíTeffed by envy, 
rage, and avarice ; whilíl others have baniíhed 
all fenfe of íhame. Thefe are abandoried to in- 
temperance and floth ; and thofe indulge their 
pride even to an excefsof infolence. I am re- 
íblved and will no longer dw.ell with the fevea 
deadly fins/' 



IHE END OF THE FIRST VOLITME. 
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